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The Desires of Your Heart
What is a deep longing or desire you have? What is something
you would hope you could do in this lifetime? What is it you
would like to become? These are all questions to help us understand what the desires of our heart really are. We all have them.
They’re what we daydream about, we wish for, and we hope will
someday come true. Maybe for you it’s to retire at a certain age,
live in a certain place, have your family all close by you or live far
away from all your relatives.
When I was young, one of the desires of my heart was to be
happily married and in love for a lifetime. Later on, I had a deep
desire to help others have strong, healthy marriages. I also had a
strong desire to inspire people to love God more.
The Psalmist writes in Psalm 37:4, “Take delight in the Lord
and He will give you your heart’s desires.” This is one of those
promises from God that comes with a prerequisite. If you do this
– then God will do that! I have found this verse to be profoundly
true time and time again. God is so faithful to keep His
promises.
For example, I had a lot of failed or dysfunctional relationships early on in life, even a divorce. Mainly because I was seeking to fulfill the desire of my heart myself and not take delight in
the Lord. But when I finally put God first and took delight in my
relationship with Him, then I met Shawna and fell in love, and
we’ve enjoyed 22 years of amazing marriage. The same goes for
helping enrich other people’s marriages and inspiring people to
love God more. God has made all of these desires a reality in my
life and I feel truly blessed.
But it all starts with laying our desires at the feet of Jesus. We
set them aside stop pursuing them and make our relationship
with Him our number one priority. The cool thing is the Lord
gives you your heart’s desire in a way that is far greater than you
could have ever imagined. So, I encourage you to try it!
“Taste and see that the Lord is good.” (Psalm 34:8)

~Pastor Stacey
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Counselor’s Corner
Holy Holidays
Often the holidays are met with
anticipation of joy and peace. We
have a great desire to have a season
full of family and friends sharing moments of love and unity.

How to Read The Bible In a Year
Most of us have read several books. As Christians we should be
able to say we have read the Word of God. Before you begin,
take some time to consider how you would like to approach your
task. You can read alone, or in a group. You can read one translation of the Bible, or several. You can read the Bible with or
without commentary or context. Pace yourself, and track your
progress.
1. Time yourself. To get through a long text without losing focus,
try reading your bible for a regular amount of time every day.
You might read for twenty minutes to an hour, depending on
your reading speed and attention span. If there is a time of your
day when you can count on having a certain amount of quiet
time, read then.
•

Keep a calendar and track your progress. Tick a box every
day you do your reading.

•

If you have an average reading speed and you read for about
ten minutes a day for a year, you should finish with time to
spare. To be able to take off some days and spend extra time
on dense passages, try reading for at least twenty minutes at
a time.

2. Count your pages. Take the number of pages in your edition
of the Bible, and divide it by 365. Then, read that number of pages every day. For example, if your edition of the Bible has 1,760
pages, that's 4.8 pages a day. Round up and read 5 pages a day.
Check your progress every month to make sure you've made
your monthly page count.
3. Read with others. You might find it easier to meet your reading goals and boost your comprehension if you have company.
Join an existing reading group, or form your own. Alternatively,
ask a friend or family member to read along with you.
4. Listen to an audio Bible. If you have trouble comprehending
reading, or would just like to hear the Bible while you do your
daily chores or exercises, download a recording of someone
reading it. If you search online, you can even find audiobooks
that are designed to be listened to over an entire year.
5. Read with prayer. Pray before or after you read. Read purposefully, as if you were praying. Ask for guidance reading.
Reading plans also available in the foyer.

Most of us have holiday traditions
and look forward to practicing them.
I personally liked the old Advent calendars with the little bits of chocolate inside.
But, how do we make the holidays
holy? How do we incorporate the
meaning of the season in the midst of
the chaos of gift buying, package
wrapping, cooking and travel? Each
day we must intentionally say ‘Thank
You’ to God for His indescribable gift
of His Son, Jesus. He alone gives us
the right to enjoy the holidays and
usher in moments of peace that can
last eternally… if we let it.
May You Have A Merry Christmas!

~Pastor Elaine~

Hallwood
Humor:
BLOOPER:
“The Sunday School
Christmas program,”
explained Mr. Wilson,
“is no longer a scared
cow.”
- adapted from Jim
Kraus’ Bloopers, Blunders, Quips, Jokes &
Quotes.
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Prayer Focus:
This month please
pray for those who
lost homes in the
fires.
“...the Son of Man
has no place to lay

Coming Events
Sunday Services:
9:30 Christian Education for all age groups (nursery provided)
10:30 Worship Service (Children’s Church & nursery provided)
6-8pm Grief Share
Wednesday Evenings:
7:00 Prayer Meeting in Sanctuary overflow room
Friday mornings:
6:30 Men’s Bible Study in the Church Gym
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Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information about our
services and ministries
Hallwood Community
2825 Highway 20
Marysville, CA 95901
(530) 743-7961
HallwoodSecretary
@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook or

7th - Sunday School Christmas Party
8th - Parents Night Out 5-8pm
17th - Youth Christmas Party
25th - Christmas Day
31—New Year’s Eve

Visit us on the web at
www.hallwoodchurch.org

Sharing Faith, Hope and the Love of God with the world around us!
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