
21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it 

is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free 

woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of 

the free woman was born through promise. 24 Now this may be interpreted 

allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing 

children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia;[e] she 

corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But 

the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written, 

“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; 

    break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 

For the children of the desolate one will be more 

    than those of the one who has a husband.” 

28 Now you,[f] brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at that time he who was born according 

to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But what does the 

Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the 

son of the free woman.” 31 So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 

Footnotes: 

e. Galatians 4:25 Some 

manuscripts For Sinai is a 

mountain in Arabia 

f. Galatians 4:28 Some 

manuscripts we 

v21 “Genesis” is part of the Torah, 

the law.  So Paul draws from a story 

in Genesis to show that salvation is 

by God’s promise  and not from 

human effort. 

 

v22 What was the story of Abraham’s two sons?  v23 What distinguishes them? 

 

v24 Allegories help us understand something better through a picture.  What does this allegory picture for Paul? 

vv25-26 What two places are pictured by these two women?  Why would that be?  What is the Jerusalem above? 

 

v27 This quote from Isaiah 54 

refers to the promise of a future 

Zion that will be made with 

foundations of precious stones. 

 

vv28-31 What else from the story 

of the two women applies to this 

allegory?  What would it look like in 

your life to “cast out the slave 

woman and her son . . . ?” 

18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; 
to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words 
that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20 because 
they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it 
must be stoned to death.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am 
trembling with fear.” 
22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 
23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to 
God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the 
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word 
than the blood of Abel.         Hebrews 12:18-24 

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came 
and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he 
carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the 
Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the 
glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear 
as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the 
gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel . . .  21 The 
twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the 
city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass.  22 I did not see a temple in the city, 
because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need 
the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its 
lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 
splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 
26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever 
enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.        Revelation 21: 9-27 
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