
15 To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or 

adds to it once it has been ratified. 16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his 

offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to 

your offspring,” who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years 

afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise 

void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave 

it to Abraham by a promise. 
19 Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should 

come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an 

intermediary. 20 Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one. 
21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given 

that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22 But the Scripture 

imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given 

to those who believe. 
23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming 

faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that 

we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you 

as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And 

if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

 
The Gospel is of supreme importance! 

The Gospel is this - that righteousness before God comes from faith alone! 

If it is by faith alone, no “law” (no requirements upon the person) can be intermingled with it!  

 

How do we know these things? 

 That is what God revealed to Paul (1:10-24) 

 That is the message confirmed by the rest of the Apostles and the church (2:1-10) 

 If righteousness were possible by law, then Christ didn’t need to die (2:15-21) 

 God gave his Spirit and did miracles among them following their faith, not their observance of the law (3:1-5) 

 The Scripture tells us this in the story of Abraham (3:6-9) 

 To be righteous by law requires observance of EVERYTHING that the law demands (3:10-14) 

 

 vv15-18 Which covenant was made by God first?  Law or promise? 

 

 vv19-25  What is the relationship of the law to the promise? Why then the law? 

  “added because of transgressions”   Why? (foreshadows 23ff) 

  Law involves an intermediary but promise is God doing it 

  Law is not an alternative to promise (it can’t give life) but it “imprisoned” us in sin 

  Law was our guardian 

   (What does it mean or what is the significance of being imprisoned by law 

    or under the guardianship of law) 

 vv26-29  What are the connections and significance being justified by faith? 


