
3 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 

portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing 

with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did 

you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works 

miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith— 6 just as Abraham “believed God, and 

it was counted to him as righteousness”? 
7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 

would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the 

nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not 

abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11 Now it is evident that no one is justified 

before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” 12 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who 

does them shall live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for 

it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 

might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. 
 

What does he mean for them to be “foolish?” 

 

 

What might he mean that they have been “bewitched?” 

 

 

 

 
 
What are his three arguments here for why the Gospel is a message of righteousness by FAITH and not by the addition 
of any WORKS OF THE LAW? 
 
 1) v2  “Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith?” 
  Recall from last week the argument from Peter in Acts 11 as to how they could know that God accepted  
  gentiles who were not circumcised or followers of the law.  v3 Does the thing God is doing in us through  
  the Spirit change?  v5 Does the one who gave us the Spirit (and does miracles) do them by faith or by  
  works? 
 
     An experiential argument 
 
 2) v6 How was it that Abraham was righteous, by what he did or by God’s reckoning on account of his  
  believing?   v7 So then who are the descendants of Abraham?  vv8-9 How is God’s promise to Abraham  
  brought about? 
 
     A scriptural argument 
 
 3) v10 “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by ALL things written in the Book of the Law…”  What is  
  the standard for righteousness under the law?  So then where does that leave us?   vv11-13 But isn’t it  
  possible that someone could do everything required?    Law and faith are antithetical.  (How then does  
  God’s plan for righteousness through faith come about?  Christ became a curse FOR US.)  v14 So that in  
  Christ the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles. 
 
     A scriptural and logical argument  

And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of 
heart to believe in all that the prophets have 
spoken!     Luke 24:25 

but now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known 
by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and beggarly 
elemental spirits, whose slaves you want to be once more? 10 You 
observe days, and months, and seasons, and years!  Gal 4:9&10 


