
PASTOR’S UPDATE TO HOPE FAMILY AND FRIENDS – MAY 20, 2020 

While we long and pray for a sense of normalcy to return, we seek to adapt as best we can, and 
our focus remains fixed upon the promises that Christ has prepared a better home for us one 
day. 

Four Places to Think About! 

1) WISCONSIN   As you know, Governor Evers’ administration had issued a “Safer-At-Home” 
order on March 25th and extended it in mid-April until May 26th.  The order prohibited religious 
services of 10 or more people.  Our decision at Hope was to encourage compliance with the 
order insofar as possible, but we asserted that public worship was an essential need for some 
people that could not be relinquished (see my previous updates).  Hope cancelled all events but 
continued to hold services; however, they were live-streamed so that the majority of our 
friends and members could still participate from home.  For those who watched at home but 
were curious about events at the church, attendance ranged from 8-20 and we were able to 
maintain significant separation in seating across the sanctuary. 

The extension of the Governor’s order immediately raised concerns across Wisconsin about the 
degree of authority in the Executive branch to suspend constitutional rights.  On May 13th, the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court struck down the Governor’s order as being a rule which violated the 
authority of the Governor and required legislative coordination.  Almost immediately, many 
local authorities including Kenosha County implemented the order locally.  Although places like 
Madison and Milwaukee are still insisting upon the measures, Kenosha County rescinded its 
order within a couple of days upon legal counsel.  The Evers’ Administration began to pursue a 
new emergency rule that would allow him to extend a lock-down for 150 days, but on May 18th 
it withdrew the statement on its scope.  No one knows for sure what will happen next, but this 
is likely to go nowhere.  For now, there are no lawful restrictions with respect to the COVID-19 
crisis upon what our church does. 

2) ILLINOIS   Over a third of Hope’s members live in Illinois as I do.  The situation is different 
here.  Governor Pritzker’s “Stay-At Home” order was issued March 21st and extended until May 
29th.  As I understand his order, it is stricter than the Wisconsin order was.  It does not even 
allow religious services of under 10.  Residents are required to stay home and cannot leave 
except for one of the order’s specified purposes of which worship is not included.  The 
Governor has established a “Restore Illinois” plan to gradually reduce the restrictions as various 
medical and statistical thresholds are achieved.  As I understand his plan, church services in 
Illinois for groups of under 10 would not resume until phase 3.  Until then, it does not appear 
that someone in Illinois can leave their home to attend worship without being in defiance of the 
order.  McHenry County, where most of Hope’s Illinoisans live, has been grouped with Chicago 
and Cook County, so it might be a long time before we reach phase 3.  The bottom line at 
present, as I interpret things, is that Hope’s members and friends in Illinois are violating the 
Governor’s order even to attend church in Wisconsin at Hope. 

3) THE REAL WORLD   Although the governmental constraints in Wisconsin have been lifted, the 
threat of the COVID-19 virus is still out there.  It is highly contagious and very dangerous.  Those 
over 60 years of age, with heart/respiratory concerns, or diabetes are at high risk.  As much as I 



trumpet the consummate importance of church attendance, for people at risk or for those with 
serious concerns, attendance at church may be unwise even when it is no longer illegal.  We will 
continue to offer live-streaming of the services.  Make the wisest choice for yourself.  If you use 
this as an excuse to despise worship and the Word, then repent: But if you feel uneasy in these 
troubled times about the risks to yourself or your loved ones because of increased chances of 
exposure in groups, I lovingly support your decision to worship at home.  You remain a valued 
part of the family of God and we are here to serve your spiritual needs the best we can. 

4) HOPE   With the change in the legal situation, Hope will make some temporary changes too 
in the expectation that more people will feel ready to attend church again. 

-Worship Services 
Regular worship services (as opposed to the abbreviated services we have done) will resume 
May 24th.  We will celebrate a service of the Word.  The following Sunday, Pentecost, we will 
resume worship with Holy Communion.   

-Stay Home if Sick 
Anyone who is not feeling well, especially with a cough or fever, is politely encouraged not to 
come until they are cleared by a physician.   At this time, I know of no one in our church who 
has the virus that might attend church and expose you.  Although we will still take precautions 
against exposure from asymptomatic or undiagnosed individuals, if I become aware that 
someone has it, I will lovingly persuade them not to endanger others. 

-Disinfection 
We have a volunteer to disinfect the church each week prior to Sunday worship.  All doorknobs, 
armrests, hymnals, light switches, and bathrooms are sprayed or wiped down with disinfectant.   

-Distance 
All are encouraged to remain 6’ apart from each other as the CDC recommends.  There is no 
handshaking, hugging, or the kiss of peace.  Please be conscious of the space of others.  The 
passageway from the front doors to the entrance of the nave presents a lengthy chokepoint 
where it is difficult to get past others who are conversing.  As you enter, please move quickly to 
the narthex or your seat and avoid stopping for long conversations in the passageway.  A 
greeter will stand outside and open the front door for you but we’ll take a raincheck on some 
hugs until this thing is all over. 

-Sunday School 
Children’s Sunday School will take its normal summer break.  If you come with children, please 
keep them close to you at all times.  Adult Sunday School will resume in the fellowship hall 
downstairs where there is plenty of room to maintain separation.  We’ll study the book of 
Revelation beginning June 14th at 10:30. There will be no class on June 28th.  The indoor 
stairway is for people going down only until 10:40. 

-PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) 
Although masks are not required, they are a good idea.  Feel free to wear your mask at church 
and or gloves without stigma.  Hand sanitizer will be available near the front door, in the 
narthex, and near the front of the church during communion.  Please use it often. 



-Items 
The hymnbooks are sprayed with disinfectant and are not touched except by a single user on 
Sunday.  Evidence I have read suggests that even when the virus gets on a surface by contact 
from an infected person, it does not last more than five days.  Nevertheless, regular attenders 
are welcome to bring a Service Book home with them and re-use it each time they come back. 

Either the bulletins will be laid out so that attenders can take one without touching any others, 
or the ushers will be wearing disposable gloves. 

We will also suspend passing of offering plates.  A plate will be in the narthex for those who 
wish to leave their tithes and offerings. 

-Holy Communion 
When we resume practice of the Lord’s Supper on Pentecost, we will do some things 
differently.  Instead of coming forward by table (a group standing around the sacristy together), 
communicants are invited to come forward by family, one family at a time. Maintain distance 
from the family in front of you, and come to the altar only after they depart.  Altar guild 
members who set up for communion will ensure all health and sanitation measures are taken.  
Pastor and the assisting Elders will always use hand sanitizer liberally before distribution.  Use 
of the common cup is suspended for the time being.  The trays of wine will only be half-filled to 
reduce risk of touching a different individual cup than the one that the recipient is actually 
taking.  Please be careful about this. 

-Tasty Fellowship 
It will probably be a few weeks yet before coffee and treats are available.  When they are, there 
will be a friendly server with mask and gloves rather than self-serve.  Tables in the room off the 
narthex will be spaced out; and when those are taken, fellowshipping saints are encouraged to 
return to the sanctuary down the side aisles (not against the grain of exiting attenders in the 
center aisle) or go downstairs to the fellowship room.  The goal is to maintain the 6’ spacing 
between those who conversing with one another during the fellowship time. 

-Capacity 
If the sanctuary fills to the point where it is impossible to sit with the 6’ distancing, late arrivers 
may be asked to remain in the narthex.  If we have reason to expect that level of attendance 
regularly, we may add another service time and hold two services.  This would be to keep 
attendance at a place where attenders can maintain social distancing.  More services with 
fewer people does not in itself mathematically reduce the risk of exposure for any given 
individual (see article by Joe Carter https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-
coronavirus-risk-calculation-every-church-must-make/ ). 

-Men’s Breakfast 
Men's group will resume on Wed, June 3rd.  We will meet in the church basement, where we 
can maintain a 6' social distance.  The tables and chairs will be sanitized, and hand sanitizer will 
be available.  The breakfast will consist of egg casserole, breakfast sausage, various pastries, 
and fruit. Coffee will be made, and we have the Keurig for specialty coffee (thank you 
Schaefers).  The Bible study we do after breakfast will depend on the attendance.  If attendance 



is low, we will postpone our Colossians study until more can participate.  It will be great so see 
our Brothers in Christ again. 
 

We miss what we had.  We look to restore it when we can.  

Yet our trust always was, and remains, in Christ! 

 


