
What does the word “Bible” mean?  It comes from the Greek word biblos which 
referred to the papyrus reeds that made paper for books.   “The Book.” 
 
What are the two main divisions of the Bible? The two “testaments” or covenants – “The 
New is in the Old contained, and the Old is in the New explained.”  Christ is the theme of both 
but while he is pictured in the Old, he is explicitly revealed in the New. 
 
How else is it divided?  There are 66 individual books.  The OT breakdown has 39 book 
which can be sub-divided into three parts – the Torah (five books of Moses); the Nebiim (the 
early historical books and the prophets); and the Kethubim (the writings which include poetical 
books and late historical books). 
 The New Testament is sub-divided into the life of Christ presented through the four 
Gospels, the propagation of the faith in Christ through the historical book of Acts, the doctrines 
and outworkings of faith in Christ through the Epistles, and lastly the apocalyptic book of 
Revelation which reveals all things consummated in Christ. 
 
What is the nature of the Bible which makes it so important?  A central claim of the 
Christian faith is that the Bible is inspired.  This means that God Himself has superintended the 
very words so that it is a communication directly from Him to us in human language. 
 
How do we know that it is inspired?  A key starting point for understanding inspiration 
is what the Bible says about itself. 

 
Some important texts and concepts- 
 
“All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness.” II Tim 3:16 
“No prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God.”  II Pet 1:21 
“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets”  
Heb 1:1 
“I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book,  and if anyone takes away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of 
life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.”  Rev 22”18,19 
The Bible records God speaking to people through a wide variety of means which result 
in a message – human communication which has its efficient cause in God and its 
instrumental causes in those people (prophets) through whom he spoke. 

 
What exactly is it that is inspired? Inspiration applies to the words, not just the people 
(“Verbal Inspiration”).  The original writings which they made are the inspired copies (the 
“autographs”).  This applies to them wholly, not in parts (“Plenary Inspiration”).  Since the 



preservation and objective science of textual criticism is so good, it is appropriate to describe a 
good, modern-day Bible as inspired although we understand that to mean virtually inspired for 
all practical purposes. 
 
What are some wrong views of inspiration of the Bible?   
 
Some would say that the Bible “contains” the Word of God; so that parts may be God’s Word 
and others are not necessarily.  This becomes human-centered because people must then judge 
which is which and the authority of the text is lost.  It also goes against what the Bible itself 
indicates – e.g. I Tim 3:16ALL scripture is inspired by God… Matt 5:18For truly, I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished.   John 16:13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for 
he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare 
to you the things that are to come.  I Cor 2:12-13Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 
13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.   
 
Some would say that the Bible “becomes” the Word of God; so that in it somehow, a person 
encounters God.  This makes God’s Word entirely subjective.  How is it possible to “void” or 
nullify the Word as Jesus warned against?  What sense does it make to speak of “truth” or 
reality which does not correspond to facts and veracity? 
 
Some mistakenly think of inspiration as solely “dictation.”   The writers were not robots but 
used their own styles and words while at the same time those words in the final product were 
entirely God’s as well. 
 
What does inspiration entail?  Jesus said John 10:35 “Scripture cannot be broken.”  This 
means that it has divine authority behind it.  (This also argues conversely that Jesus viewed the 
writings that he quoted as part of something which is, in fact, scripture.) 
 
If the Scripture has divine authority, i.e. it is God’s Word, it must be the final arbiter for matters 
concerning God and the truth.  It cannot err even as God himself cannot err so it is “inerrant.”  
That does not mean that it cannot use varied expressions, the individualities of the human 
authors, and a variety of literary devices.  Inerrancy means that it is true, reliable, 
authoritative, and dependable in all that it teaches, (including historical and factual matters) 
though not necessarily in all of its illustrations or imprecisions.  It does not accommodate 
human errors though it may adapt human language or understandings (e.g. 
anthropomorphisms). 
 
WE CAN TRUST WHAT THE BIBLE TELLS US! 


