
Dear Friends, 

I am excited to announce that I have received a call to serve the Lord and his people at Open Arms 
Lutheran Church in Belleville, MI!  I couldn’t be more excited about this wonderful opportunity and 
intend to officially accept the call once I have finished my studies at the end of this school year. 

I am very excited about the church community of Open Arms.  They seem to be a great church 
community and wonderful people.  I couldn’t have imagined a better fit for me, personally, and I am 
absolutely thrilled to join Jesus on his mission at Open Arms. 

I also love the location.  Belleville is located between Detroit and the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti area.  You may 
remember that I served as a vicar (pastoral intern) at University Lutheran chapel in Ann Arbor, so I am 
returning to an area that I am both familiar with and love!  It is also close to many people that I grew to 
love and many friends. 

In the following weeks I will finish up my studies at Concordia and will move to Michigan sometime in 
the summer (date is pending).  But I wanted to thank all of you for your support over the last four years.  
You have been a tremendous blessing from god, and I could not have done this without you.  I am so 
excited for the opportunity to serve the Lord in the parish. 

Once my classes have finished and I have graduated, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at my 
new church. 

In Christ’s Peace, 

Kevin Dykstra 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Recently we had our call and placement service at seminary.  It was quite a different experience since it 
had to be done online.  All the same it was an exciting time for our family to learn where we had been 
called. 

The Church where God called us is Mt Olive Lutheran Church in Tucson Arizona. My expectation is to be 
installed there around the end of June and be ordained the same day. It's a beautiful part of the country 
and near to my parents’ house, though sadly a lot further from Bethany's family.  

Currently we're all buzzing around trying to get things packed up and sorted out to move.  I've already 
driven my truck and dog down to Arizona and am in the process of house hunting while Bethany keeps 
the children fed and alive back in Indiana with the cat. 

There are only a few more assignments and exams left to do and we'll be all done. It's been a wonderful 
and unique experience and we are so thankful for the prayer and support of Hope Luth Church that 
allowed us to get through it all.  

Thank you all so much!   

God's blessings, 

Isaac and Bethany Wirtz, Abel, Jael, and the baby-on-the-way 


