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WELCOME 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SAT. SEPTEMBER 2/SUN. SEPTEMBER 3, 2023 

 
 

“DELIGHT IN DIFFICULTY” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

“Your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart” (Jeremiah 

15:16). The prophet Jeremiah did not praise God with such words because his 
life was super easy. No, Jeremiah rejoiced in the Lord even as his life had 

plenty of problems. Why such delight in difficulty? Surrounded by evil in this 

world, like Jeremiah, we cling to the God who is good, learning to trust His 

Word as the means by which we receive His deliverance from our enemies of 

sin and death. The living, active, delightful voice of our Savior guarantees 

His ongoing presence in our life. Because of this, we rejoice! As we gather in 

the presence of Jesus this day, let us echo Jeremiah’s anthem of praise: “Your 
words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart!” 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN   “Son of God, Eternal Savior”     LSB 842 

 

1. Son of God, eternal Savior, 

 Source of life and truth and grace, 

 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

 Hallows all our human race, 
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 You our Head, who, throned in glory, 

 For Your own will ever plead: 

 Fill us with Your love and pity, 

 Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

2. As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

 So may we for others live. 

 Freely have Your gifts been granted; 

 Freely may Your servants give. 

 Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 

 Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

 We but stewards of Your bounty 

 Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

3. Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

 King of love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, 

 Bid its cruel discords cease. 

 By Your patient years of toiling, 

 By Your silent hours of pain, 

 Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

 Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

4. Son of God, eternal Savior, 

 Source of life and truth and grace, 

 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

 Hallows all our human race: 

 By Your praying, by Your willing 

 That Your people should be one, 

 Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 

 Here on earth Your will be done. 

 
Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt.  
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Public domain IN BABILONE 87 87 D 1 

Peter 1:20–23; Heb. 7:25; John 13:34–35; 17:20–21 
 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

 

Pastor: Fear the LORD, you His saints, 

People: for those who fear Him lack nothing! 

 

Pastor: Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

People: but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
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innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 
 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

 called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command  of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

KYRIE 

 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Every Morning Mercies New”  

      Sts. 1, 4: TLH 537 

Ev’ry morning mercies new 

Fall as fresh as morning dew; 

Ev’ry morning let us pay 

Tribute with the early day; 

For Thy mercies, Lord, are sure, 

Thy compassion doth endure. 

 

As the morning light returns, 

As the sun with splendor burns, 

Teach us still to turn to Thee, 

Ever-blessed Trinity, 

With our hands our hearts to raise, 
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In unfailing prayer and praise. 

 
Text: Greville Phillimore, 1821–84. Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured  

the agony and shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us  

courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He  

leads. Delighting in Your goodness to us, we ask for this in the  

name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 15:15–21 (“I am 

with you to save you and deliver you.”) 

 
15O LORD, you know; 

    remember me and visit me, 

    and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance take me not away; 

    know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 

    and your words became to me a joy 

    and the delight of my heart, 

for I am called by your name, 

    O LORD, God of hosts. 
17 I did not sit in the company of revelers, 
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    nor did I rejoice; 

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 

    for you had filled me with indignation. 
18 Why is my pain unceasing, 

    my wound incurable, 

    refusing to be healed? 

Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 

    like waters that fail? 
19 Therefore thus says the LORD: 

“If you return, I will restore you, 

 and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

    you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, 

    but you shall not turn to them. 
20 And I will make you to this people 

    a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you, 

    but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you 

    to save you and deliver you, 

declares the LORD. 
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

    and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

EPISTLE  Romans 12:9–21 (“Overcome evil with good.”) 

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 

good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 



7 
 

another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in 

spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek 

to show hospitality. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 

associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay 

no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the 

sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 

with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the 

wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 

says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed 

him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing 

you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by 

evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                         (LSB p. 205) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the  

Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21–28 (Losing life and finding it 

in Christ.) 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go 

to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.  
22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far 

be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he 

turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 

hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of 

God, but on the things of man.” 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  25 For  

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains 

the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in 

return for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his 

angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person 

according to what he has done. 28 Truly, I say to you, there are some 

standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of 

Man coming in his kingdom.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve” 

                             LSB 856 

 

1. O Christ, who called the Twelve 

 To rise and follow You, 

 Forsaking old, familiar ways 
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 For ventures bold and new: 

 Grant us to hear Your call 

 To risk security  

And, bound in heart and will to You, 

 Find perfect liberty. 

 

2. O Christ, who taught the Twelve 

 The truth for ages sealed, 

 Whose words and works awakened faith, 

 The ways of God revealed: 

 Instruct us now, we pray, 

 By Your empow’ring Word. 

 True teacher, be for all who seek  

Their light, their life, their Lord. 

 

3. O Christ, who led the Twelve 

 Among the desolate 

And broke as bread of life for all 

 Your love compassionate: 

 Lead us along the ways 

 Where hope has nearly died 

 And help us climb the lonely hills 

 Where love is crucified. 

 

4. O Christ, who sent the Twelve 

 On roads they’d never trod 

 To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim 

 The nearer reign of God: 

 Send us on ways where faith 

 Transcends timidity, 

 Where love informs and hope sustains 

 Both life and ministry. 

 

5. O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, 

 The martyrs’ strength and song, 
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 The crucified and risen King 

 To whom the saints belong: 

 Though generations pass, 

 Our tribute still we bring, 

Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 

 Our lives an offering. 

 
Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 TERRA BEATA S M D Matt. 10:1–42; Matt. 4:18–22 

 

 

SERMON     Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 
 

CREED HYMN     “Great God, Our Creator”      Tune: LSB 802 

 

Great God, our Creator, from whom all receive 

Their being and blessing, in You we believe. 

Almighty, all-knowing, all-gracious, all true, 

Provider and Father, our trust is in You. 

 

And You, Jesus Christ, we affirm as our Lord, 

True Son of the Father, by angels adored; 

Redeemer incarnate, You paid for our sins, 

And, joined in Your rising, our new life begins. 

 

Free Spirit of wisdom, of power and love, 

On us, as on Christ, You descend from above; 

You call us, You cleanse us, You open our eyes, 

You keep us in peace, You restore paradise. 
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008. Copyright © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who  

delivers us from the enemies of sin and death so that we may live in  

Your victory and overcome evil with good. Therefore with angels  

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and  

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
SANCTUS        (LSB page 208) 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
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Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 
 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 
Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI       (LSB page 210) 

 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

  

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

           

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 
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- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”                          LSB 851 

 
1. Lord of glory, You have bought us 

 With Your lifeblood as the price, 

 Never grudging for the lost ones 

 That tremendous sacrifice; 

 And with that have freely given 

 Blessings countless as the sand  

To the_unthankful and the evil 

 With Your own unsparing hand. 

 

2. Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 

 Gladly, freely of Your own. 

 With the sunshine of Your goodness 

 Melt our thankless hearts of stone 

 Till our cold and selfish natures, 

 Warmed by You, at length believe 

 That more happy and more blessèd  

’Tis to give than to receive. 

 

3. Wondrous honor You have given 

 To our humblest charity 

In Your own mysterious sentence, 

 “You have done it all to Me.” 

 Can it be, O gracious Master, 

 That You deign for alms to sue, 

 Saying by Your poor and needy, 

 “Give as I have giv’n to you”? 
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4. Lord of glory, You have bought us 

 With Your lifeblood as the price, 

 Never grudging for the lost ones 

 That tremendous sacrifice. 

 Give us faith to trust You boldly, 

 Hope, to stay our souls on You; 

 But, oh, best of all Your graces, 

 With Your love our love renew. 

 
Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. Public domain 

 HYFRYDOL 87 87 D 1 John 3:16–19; Heb. 13:16; Matt. 25:40; Rom. 8:32 
 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN                                         (LSB 632) 

 

O Jesus, Blessed Lord to Thee 

My heartfelt thanks forever be, 

Who hast so lovingly bestowed 

On me Thy body and Thy blood. 

 

Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: 

What wealth is come to me this day! 

My Savior dwells within my heart: 

How blessed am I! How good Thou art! 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, the source of all goodness,  

who in perfect love sent Your only-begotten Son into this world to  

deliver us, we delight in the mercy we have here received. Thank  

You for the sacred sharing of His body and blood and for the joy  

that is ours in Christ, even amid the difficulties of this life. As we  

have received, so may we give, extending to others the grace You  



16 
 

have for all; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING SENTENCES Based on Romans 12:9–21 

 

Pastor: Let your love be genuine. Turn from what is evil and hold 

fast to what is good. 

People: Let us see one another as brothers and sisters in 

Christ! 

 

Pastor: Delight yourself in the Lord even when life is difficult. 

Hold fast to Jesus. Rejoice in Him! 

People: Let us overcome evil with good as we go forth in 

Jesus’ name. 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 

People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN    “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”   

   LSB 918 

 

1. Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 

 Pilgrim through this barren land. 

 I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 

 Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 

 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,  
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Feed me till I want no more; 

 Feed me till I want no more. 

 

2. Open now the crystal fountain 

 Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

 Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 

 Lead me all my journey through. 

 Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 

 Be Thou still my strength and shield; 

 Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

 Bid my anxious fears subside; 

 Death of death and hell’s destruction, 

 Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 

 I will ever give to Thee; 

 I will ever give to Thee. 

 
William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, st. 1, alt.; tr.  

William Williams, 1717–91, sts. 2–3 Public domain  

CWM RHONDDA 87 87 877 Ex. 15:13; Ex. 13:21–22; John 6:32–35; John 4:14 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. 

Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

• CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL begins NEXT 

SUNDAY! Bring the kids 10:20-11:00am for stories, crafts, 

songs and fun. 
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• VOTERS’ MEETING:  The quarterly Voters’ Meeting will 

be held on Sunday, September 17, immediately following 

our worship service. 

 

• CHURCH PICNIC:  Our Church Picnic will be on Sunday, 

October 8, at 11:30am. The RJ’s BBQ Food Truck will be 

serving many delicious items, and we will play BINGO. See 

you there! 

 

• Set aside Saturday, October 21, to hear lessons on creation 

here at Hope with lunch served between sessions. 

 

• PLASTIC RECYCLING:  Hope is collecting clean plastic 

bags of all types by the mailboxes.  When we reach our 

goal, we will receive a free park bench.  Any questions, 

please see Mary Ann. 

 

• SHARING CENTER:  Current Fall needs for The Sharing 

Center are gym shoes, Fall clothing (babies, children/teens 

and adults), warm sleeping bags, and blankets.  They are 

also stocking up on foods for holiday meals - beans, sweet 

potatoes, gravies, cranberry sauce, boxed potatoes, etc. - 

non-perishables only.  Dog and cat food are also needed.  

Everything helps, and they are SO grateful!  Any 

questions, please see Gail. 

 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 

   (oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests or any  

   other concerns. 

• Pastor:     Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist (Sun.)  Rev. Maurice Lind, Pastor Emeritus 

• Sat. Organist:     Lina Schaal 

mailto:oswald1@charter.net
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• Sun. Organist:   George Kelm 

• Ensemble Coordinator:   Tabra Gomski 

• A/V Team:          Stan & Cheryl Grey, Josh Walton 

            Brian & Amanda Larie 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY 

          Reader:  Nadine Kelm 

 Communion:   Paul Schneider 

 Acolyte:  Emma Pferdmenges 

 Ushers:   

 Fellowship: Tami Voigt 

                    

 

NEXT WEEK 

 Reader:  George Kelm 

 Communion:   Paul Schneider 

 Acolyte:  Danica Olsen 

 Ushers:  Gary Estes & Gary Schaetten 

 Fellowship:      Phyllis Klen 

 

                                 

 

        BIRTHDAYS 

  9/3  Josh Walton 

  9/4  Brian Larie 

  9/8  Robin Snell 

  9/9  Melissa Walton 

                                  

 

 

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

9/4/23 – 9/10/23 
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  Thursday: 8:00am Men’s Breakfast 

     9:30am    Elders’ Meeting 

 

Saturday:        9:30am Worship Service 

          10am-2pm Brat Fry at Berkot’s 

                          

Sunday:           9:00am  Worship Service 

   10:20am    Bible Study “Book of Acts” 

       Children’s Sunday School 
 

 


