WELCOME

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SAT. NOVEMBER 18/SUN. NOVEMBER 19, 2023

“THE END-TIME LIFE: A GOSPEL-CENTERED LIFE”

AS WE GATHER

This Sunday and next we will consider how we should live between now and
the Last Day. Our preparation for it is not a matter of simply believing
correctly, for that would make our faith to be a good work. Rather, we are
living in the end times, and by grace the Lord has already consecrated His
guests. A Gospel-centered life means letting the Good News affect how we
live in love today. Paul says we should “encourage one another and build one
another up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). We are very much like the servants in the
Gospel, using the treasure our master has entrusted to us. We dare not keep
our talents hidden, for they belong to God and should be invested! The Good
News—that our Savior will return on that Day—is reason enough to take
risks, investing our faith in loving the people around us.

WELCOME
¥ PREPARATION %

OPENING HYMN “I Know Whom I Have Believed”
(see next page)






INVOCATION

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the ® Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Zephaniah 1:7b; 1 Thessalonians
5:11; Matthew 25:29a

Pastor:  The LORD has prepared a sacrifice
People: and consecrated His guests.

Pastor:  Encourage one another
People: and build one another up.

Pastor:  To everyone who has will more be given,
People: and he will have an abundance.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father,



People: 1, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.

Pastor:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

KYRIE
o) A
SRR =
Lord, have mer -cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
HYMN OF PRAISE (LSB page 204)
Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29

1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Good-will from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
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Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in Pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high—
3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,

In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.

SALUTATION

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:  Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your Son died for the sins
of the whole world. Embolden us to share His love with everyone
we meet until the day we hear His gracious blessing, “Well done,
good and faithful servant”; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

People: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 1:7-16 (A day of
wrath is coming.)

" Be silent before the Lord Gop!
For the day of the LORD is near;

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice
and consecrated his guests.

8 And on the day of the LORD's sacrifice—

“I will punish the officials and the king's sons
and all who array themselves in foreign attire.
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? On that day I will punish
everyone who leaps over the threshold,
and those who fill their master's house
with violence and fraud.
10On that day,” declares the LORD,
“a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,
a wail from the Second Quarter,
a loud crash from the hills.
T'Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!
For all the traders are no more;
all who weigh out silver are cut off.
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and I will punish the men
who are complacent,
those who say in their hearts,
‘The LORD will not do good,
nor will he do 1ll.’
13 Their goods shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them:;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.”
14 The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;
the mighty man cries aloud there.
15 A day of wrath is that day,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
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against the fortified cities

and against the lofty battlements.
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

MEN’S CHORUS: “Rejoice, the Lord is King” Wesley/Darwall

EPISTLE [ Thessalonians 5:1-11 (Encourage one another to live
in God’s light.)

5 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no
need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully
aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the

night. 3 While people are saying, “There is peace and security,”

then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you are not
in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. ° For
you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the
night or of the darkness. ¢ So then let us not sleep, as others do, but
let us keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night,
and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 3 But since we belong
to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. ° For God has not
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 1 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we
might live with him. ! Therefore encourage one another and build
one another up, just as you are doing.

Pastor:  This 1s the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LSB p. 205)
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30 (God gives talents,
expecting them to be used for His purposes.)

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-
fifth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted to them his property. > To one he gave

five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. ® He who had received the five talents
went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents

more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents

more. ' But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the
ground and hid his master's money. ! Now after a long time the
master of those servants came and settled accounts with

them. 2* And he who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five
talents; here, I have made five talents more.” 2! His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.” 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward,
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made
two talents more.” 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
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faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” ¢ He also who had
received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, [ knew you
to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you scattered no seed, 2°so I was afraid, and I went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.” 26 But his
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew
that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no
seed? 2’ Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my
own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him
who has the ten talents. 2 For to everyone who has will more be
given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has
not, even what he has will be taken away. 3 And cast the worthless
servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’”

Pastor:  This 1s the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Son of God, Eternal Savior” LSB 842

1. Son of God, eternal Savior,
Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race,

You our Head, who, throned in glory,
For Your own will ever plead:

Fill us with Your love and pity,
Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

2. As You, Lord, have lived for others,
So may we for others live.
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Freely have Your gifts been granted;
Freely may Your servants give.
Yours the gold and Yours the silver,
Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of Your bounty
Held in solemn trust will be.

3. Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion,
Bid its cruel discords cease.

By Your patient years of toiling,

By Your silent hours of pain,
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
Stem our selfish greed of gain.

4. Son of God, eternal Savior,
Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race:

By Your praying, by Your willing
That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition:
Here on earth Your will be done.

Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt. Public domain IN BABILONE 87 87 D

SERMON

1 Peter 1:20-23; Heb. 7:25; John 13:34-35; 17:20-21

Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald

CONFESSION OF FAITH - THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING
M SACRAMENT &

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: 1Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.
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PROPER PREFACE

Pastor: It 1s truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to You, heavenly
Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose obedient death and
glorious resurrection have opened eternal life to us and who 1s with
us that we may share His love until His second coming. Therefore
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we praise
Your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (LSB, page 195)

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He,

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28,; Mark 14:22-24;
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My & body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My & blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI (LSB, page 198)

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,
that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God
that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,
that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.
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+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+
By communing, a person says publicly that they -

- are baptized and confirmed
- believe Christ’s words
- repent of their sins

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.
How to receive —

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving
Communion

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who
must minimize alcohol

- Smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
“Your Table I Approach” LSB 628

1. Your table I approach;
Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart

Prove hurtful to me there.

2. Lord, I confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.

3. Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,
Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.

4. Search not how this takes place,
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This wondrous mystery:;
God can accomplish vastly more
Than what we think could be.

5. O grant, most blesséd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6. Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633—-1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt. Public domain ST.
MICHAEL SM 1 Cor. 11:23-29; Luke 5:31-32; Mark 2:17; 1 Cor. 10:16; Rom. 11:33-36

POST-COMMUNION HYMN  “We Depart, Lord”
Tune: LSB 924
We depart, Lord, with Your blessing;
Filled with joy we leave this place.
Nations’ light and Israel’s glory,
You have shown us love and grace.
Praise we Father, Spirit, Son blest,
Now and in eternal rest.

Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:  Let us pray. We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, that
You have assured us of sins forgiven, so that with joy we may share

Your love each day until Your Son returns to usher us into Your
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eternal presence; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION  Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ¥ give you
peace.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Christ the Eternal Lord” LSB 829

1. Christ the eternal Lord,
Whose promise here we claim,
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured
On all who name Your name;
With thankfulness and praise
We stand before Your throne,
Intent to serve You all our days
And make Your glory known.

2. Christ the unchanging Word
To ev’ry passing age,

Whose timeless teachings still are heard
Set forth on Scripture’s page;
Transform our thought and mind,
Enlighten all who read,

Within Your Word by faith to find
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The bread of life indeed.

3. Christ the redeeming Son,
Who shares our human birth,
And by His death salvation won
For ev’ry child of earth;
Inspire our hearts, we pray,
To tell Your love abroad,
That all may honor Christ today
And follow Him as Lord.

4. Christ the unfading Light
Of everlasting day,

Our Morning Star in splendor bright,
The Life, the Truth, the Way;
That light of truth You give
To servants as to friends,

Your way to walk, Your life to live,
Till earth’s brief journey ends.

5. Christ the ascended King
Exalted high above,

Whose praise unending ages sing,
Whom yet unseen we love;
When mortal life is past
Your voice from heaven’s throne
Shall call Your children home at last
To know as we are known.

Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. DIADEMATA S M D
Matt. 28:18-20; John 1:1-18; 14:6; 1 Peter 1:8-9

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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DISMISSAL

Pastor:  Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:

“Dedicated to knowing Christ and making Christ known

to others”

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4.
Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
CHURCH COPYRIGHT LICENSE NUMBER 11156069.

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald
Liturgist (Sun.): Rev. Maurice Lind, Pastor Emeritus
Sat. Organist: Lina Schaal
Sun. Organist: George Kelm
Choir Director: Gail Feick
Ensemble Coordinator: Tabra Gomski
A/V Team: Stan & Cheryl Grey, Josh Walton

Brian & Amanda Larie
2024 ELECTION OF OFFICERS: The Election of Officers
will be held at the December 17th Voters’ meeting. If you
would like to be considered for the following positions,
please see George Kelm or Paul Trettin: President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Trustee.

The Women of Hope will participate in our annual
Christmas Bake Sale /Craft Fair at Trees on Parade at St.
John’s Evangelist Community Center, 701-N. Lake Ave. in
Twin Lakes. All Hope Ladies are welcome to participate.
Please see the sign-up sheets in the narthex for: Volunteers
to bake here at church on Tuesday, Nov. 28, to pack baked
g0ods on Thursday, Nov. 30, and to help sell the items on
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Friday, Dec. 1 and Saturday, Dec. 2. If any questions,
please call Beth Schneider 262-351-6578. Thank You!

e Everyone is welcome to help with Hopes’ gift to Twin
Lakes Community, our Christmas Tree shining brightly
at Trees on Parade. Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.
Contact: viaucathy@yahoo.com  Cell:847-917-3692

e PLASTIC RECYCLING: Hope is collecting clean plastic
bags of all types by the mailboxes. When we reach our
goal, we will receive a free park bench. Any questions,
please see Mary Ann.

e Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald
(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY

Reader: Mike Gomski
Communion: Jim Tonkinson
Ushers: Sue Robinson & Peter Voigt
Fellowship: Peggy Tueting
NEXT WEEK
Reader: Jim Tonkinson
Communion: Jim Tonkinson
Ushers: Phyllis Klen & Kim Zembal

Fellowship: Tami Voigt

ANNIVERSARIES
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11/21 Al & Melissa Ruck
11/25 Paul & Beth Schneider

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week
11/20/23 —11/26/23

Wednesday: 6:00pm Thanksgiving Supper
7:00pm Thanksgiving Worship

Saturday: 9:30am Worship Service
Sunday: 8:15am Choir Rehearsal
9:00am Worship Service

10:20am Children’s Sunday School &
Bible Study “Book of Acts”
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