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WELCOME 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

SAT. MARCH 25/SUN. MARCH 26, 2023 

 

“CROSS” WAY 
 

AS WE GATHER 

Each Sunday in Lent brings us closer to Holy Week and closer to the foot of 

the cross. In a sense, we are annual pilgrims traveling on the way of and to 

the cross. Each year is slightly different from the one that has come before on 

that cross way. According to the liturgical year in the Church, we are closer 

today to the death of Christ and His glorious resurrection than we were a 

week ago. And, according to our earthly lives, we are drawing closer to our 

own individual death and resurrection. Along this way, we intersect with the 

cross, which serves as a sign for our lives at all times. May we each be 

blessed in our pilgrimage! 
 

WELCOME 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN    “We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died” 

        LSB 429, Sts. 1,2,3,6   (Tune: LSB 344) 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 36:5, 7–9 

 

Pastor: Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 

People: Your faithfulness to the clouds. 

 

Pastor: How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! 

People: The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of 

Your wings. 

 

Pastor: They feast on the abundance of Your house, 

People: and You give them drink from the river of Your 

delights. 

 

Pastor: For with You is the fountain of life; 

People: in Your light do we see light. 
 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
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present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Pastor: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. In the  

stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you  

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the  

Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you  

completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept  

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you  

is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in  peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  

KYRIE 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For peace from God and peace among our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For peace among all who seek to serve Christ and support 

His Church, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who gather here to be 

strengthened in faith and encouraged in service, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Holy Spirit, You are a gift and a blessing.  

You call us from death and despair to faith and faithfulness and  

assure of resurrection and life in Christ, who has brought about our  

atonement. Enlighten our hearts that we may rejoice in the power  

and blessing of Your presence in and among us. This we ask  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Father are  

one God, world without end. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 37:1–14   (Life is 

restored in the valley of the dry bones.) 

37 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in 

the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley;[ 

it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and 

behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and 

behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.”  
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to 

them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the 

Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, 

and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause 

flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 

you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
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7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there 

was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. 

But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 

the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says 

the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on 

these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded 

me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 

feet, an exceedingly great army. 

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house 

of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 

lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 

Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise 

you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the 

land of Israel. 

13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, 

and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my 

Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your 

own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, 

and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

EPISTLE    Romans 8:1–11 (Life in the Spirit through Christ) 

8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 

Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what 

the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own 
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Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 

the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might 

be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according 

to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind 

on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 

does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in 

the flesh cannot please God. 

9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 

Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the 

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 11:1–45 (The sign of the raising of 

Lazarus from the dead) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eleventh 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village 

of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord 

with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 

Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom 
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you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does 

not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 

may be glorified through it.” 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 

where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to 

Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 

now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks 

in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this 

world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the 

light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them,  

“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.”  
12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 

recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 

that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them 

plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was 

not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So 

Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also 

go, that we may die with him.” 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in 

the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two 

miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated 

in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that 

whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to 

her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know 

that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus 

said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
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me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and 

believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to 

him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 

God, who is coming into the world.” 

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, 

saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”  
29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now 

Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 

where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they 

followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep 

there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she 

fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and 

the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply 

moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where 

have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”  
35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But 

some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 

man also have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 

and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”  

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time 

there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said 

to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the 

glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up 

his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I 

knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the 

people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.”  
43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his 
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hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a 

cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 

seen what he did, believed in him. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “My Song Is Love Unknown” LSB 430 

           Sts. 1,2,5,6,7 
  
 
 

SERMON      Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.   

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

OFFERING 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  

Father, everlasting God. And now we bless You that in Jesus Christ,  

our perfect Substitute, You have shown us Your plan for us to live  

forever. As Jesus proclaims, “I am the resurrection and the life,” we  

find in Him the fullness of Your forgiving and limitless love. By the  

working of the Holy Spirit, grant us grace to grow in faith,  

remaining steadfast in hope as we await the joys of heaven where  

we will join in the eternal chorus of angels and archangels giving  

You unending praise and singing: 
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SANCTUS           (LSB, page 195) 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He,  

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 



12 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI      “Worthy Is The Lamb” 

 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,  

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive: 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

Honor and glory and blessing! 

Worthy is the Lamb, 

Worthy is the Lamb, 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,  

Worthy is the Lamb! 
 

Copyright 1973 by Singspiration.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 
By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 
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- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Just As I Am, Without One Plea”        LSB 570 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

“On My Heart Imprint Your Image”                             (LSB 422) 

 

On my heart imprint Your image, 

Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

And my glory and salvation! 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank You for the life  

and knowledge You have revealed to us through Jesus, Your Son.  

To You be glory forever. By this Sacrament, strengthen and  

preserve us. Guide, guard, and rule our hearts and minds by Your  
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Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled constantly to serve You here on  

earth, looking to the final day of resurrection and that time after the  

end of time when we feast with Christ the Lamb of sacrifice in His  

kingdom. This we ask through Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus  

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN    “I Saw the Cross of Jesus”    (Tune: LSB 644) 

 

I saw the cross of Jesus, 

When burdened with my sin; 

I sought the cross of Jesus 

To give me peace within; 

I brought my sins to Jesus, 

He cleansed me by His blood; 

And in the cross of Jesus 

I found my peace with God. 
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I clasp the cross of Jesus 

In every trying hour, 

My sure and certain refuge, 

My never failing tower; 

In every fear and conflict, 

I more than conqu’ror am; 

Living, I’m safe-or dying- 

Thro’ Christ the risen Lamb. 

 
Text:  George Muller 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. 

Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

 

• PLEASE JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

WORSHIP: 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 6  7:00pm 

Good Friday, April 7   7:00pm 

Saturday, April 8    9:30am 

Easter Sunday, April 9: 

Sunrise Worship   7:00am 

 Easter Breakfast   8:00am 

 Easter Worship   9:30am  
  

• CONFIRMATION:  Next week for our Palm Sunday 

Worship, we will celebrate the Rite of Confirmation for 

Danica Olsen, Emma Pferdmenges, Amanda Siemers, and 

Grace Urban.  Pastor Oswald encourages the whole 
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congregation to reinforce the importance of this milestone 

for our Confirmands with encouragements, 

congratulations, and words of welcome to this new 

generation of confirmed and communicant members of our 

Hope Family. 

 

• SHARING CENTER PLASTIC RECYCLING: There is a 

receptacle for clean plastic bags of all types by the 

mailboxes.  Rain gear and lightweight clothing are also 

needed. See Gail Feick or Mary Ann Platz with any 

questions.  

 

• HELP IS NEEDED:  The Brat Fry needs a new leader. See 

Pastor if you can help us continue. Additional Ushers and 

Sunday Fellowship assistants are also needed. See Dick 

Cooke if you are interested. 

 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 

(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.   

We are not collecting prayer request cards.  

 

• Preacher:           Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist (Sun.): Rev. Maurice Lind, Pastor Emeritus 

• Sat. Organist:     Lina Schaal 

• Sun. Organist:   George Kelm 

• Choir Director:  Gail Feick 

• Music Ensemble Coordinator:  Tabra Gomski 

• A/V Team:          Stan & Cheryl Grey, Josh Walton 

            Brian & Amanda Larie 

 

 

 

mailto:oswald1@charter.net
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY 

         Reader:  Amanda Siemers 

 Communion:   Gary Schaetten 

 Ushers:  Paul & Carol Trettin 

 Acolyte:  Danica Olsen 

 Fellowship:     Beth Schneider 

 

 

 

                 NEXT WEEK 

 Reader:  Rev. Maurice Lind 

 Communion:   Jim Tonkinson 

 Ushers:   

 Acolyte:  Nathan Olsen 

 Fellowship:  

                       

                                  ANNIVERSARIES 

  3/31  Erv & Mary Hintz 

  4/1  Lori & Robb Hogan 

   

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

3/27/23 – 4/2/23 

 

Wednesday: 5:15pm Confirmation Class 

6:00pm Lenten Supper 

   7:00pm Lenten Worship 

 

Saturday:        9:30am Worship Service 

                       

Sunday:           9:00am    Palm Sunday Worship  

        Service-Confirmation Day 

        10:20am Bible Study “Book of Acts”  

     & Children’s Sunday School 


