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WELCOME 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

SAT. MARCH 18/SUN. MARCH 19, 2023 

 
“THE LIGHT OF CHRIST” 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Some of the central people in the Gospel narratives we 

get to know by name; others we do not. Although the 

man born blind is a major person in John 9, we never 

learn what his name might be. We meet his parents and 

his neighbors and we meet the Pharisees to whom he 

tells the story of the miraculous restoration of his sight. 

Although we do not learn his name, Jesus said of the 

man born blind that the works of God were displayed 

in him. As the One brightening our lives with the light 

of salvation, Jesus brings a new vision to our lives—an 

eternal vision of life with God that never ends. God 

knows our names. He directs the cross currents of our 
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daily lives. In His light we see light—and that is what 

matters! 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN    “Come Unto Me, Ye Weary”      

LSB 684 

 

1. ”Come unto Me, ye weary,  

And I will give you rest.” 

O blessed voice of Jesus, 

Which comes to hearts oppressed! 

It tells of benediction, 

Of pardon, grace, and peace, 

Of joy that hath no ending, 

Of love that cannot cease. 

 

2. ”Come unto Me, ye wand’rers, 

And I will give you light.” 

O loving voice of Jesus, 

Which comes to cheer the night! 

Our hearts were filled with sadness, 

And we had lost our way; 

But Thou has brought us gladness 

And songs at break of day. 
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3. ”Come unto Me, ye fainting, 

And I will give you life.”  

O cheering voice of Jesus, 

Which comes to aid our strife! 

The foe is stern and eager, 

The fight is fierce and long; 

But Thou has made us mighty 

And stronger than the strong. 

 

4. ”And whosoever cometh,  

I will not cast him out.” 

O patient love of Jesus, 

Which drives away our doubt, 

Which, though we be unworthy 

Of love so great and free, 

Invites us very sinners 

To come, dear Lord, to Thee! 

 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 119:33–35, 40–41 
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Pastor: Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes; 

and I will keep it to the end. 

People: Give me understanding, that I may keep 

Your law and observe it with my whole 

heart. 

 

Pastor: Lead me in the path of Your commandments, 

for I delight in it. 

People: Behold, I long for Your precepts; in Your 

righteousness give me life! 

Let Your steadfast love come to me, O 

LORD, Your salvation according to Your 

promise. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
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People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: God promises to hear those who turn to Him 

with repentant hearts. Upon this your 

confession, in the stead and by the command 

of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of 

peace Himself sanctify you completely, and 

may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will 

surely do it. Go in  peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 WORD  
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KYRIE 

 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For peace from God and peace among our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For peace among all who seek to serve Christ 

and support His Church, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who gather here 

to be strengthened in faith and encouraged in 

service, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly 

Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 

and though we deserve only punishment, You 

receive us as Your children and provide for all 

our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may 

heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, 

give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve 

You in willing obedience; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   

Isaiah 42:14–21 (The Lord turns darkness into light.) 

 
14 For a long time I have held my peace; 

    I have kept still and restrained myself; 

now I will cry out like a woman in labor; 
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    I will gasp and pant. 
15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, 

    and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn the rivers into islands,  

    and dry up the pools. 
16 And I will lead the blind 

    in a way that they do not know, 

in paths that they have not known 

    I will guide them. 

I will turn the darkness before them into light, 

    the rough places into level ground. 

These are the things I do, 

    and I do not forsake them. 
17 They are turned back and utterly put to shame, 

    who trust in carved idols, 

who say to metal images, 

    “You are our gods.” 
18 Hear, you deaf, 

    and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19 Who is blind but my servant, 

    or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 

Who is blind as my dedicated one,  

    or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20 He sees many things, but does not observe them; 

    his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
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21 The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness' sake, 

    to magnify his law and make it glorious. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM      “The Old Rugged Cross”       

Bennard 

 

EPISTLE    Ephesians 5:8–14  (Walking as 

children of the light) 

8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are 

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the 

fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 

true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the 

Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful 

even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But 

when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes 

visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ 

will shine on you.” 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE                                (LSB, page 157) 

 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for He is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1–41 (Jesus heals a man 

who had been born blind.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

ninth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

9 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from 

birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man 

sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might 

be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him 

who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no 

one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit 

on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he 
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anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to 

him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 

Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as 

a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to 

sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, 

but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 

man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your 

eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus 

made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to 

Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received 

my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 

“I do not know.” 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 

formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when 

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the 

Pharisees again asked him how he had received his 

sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, 

and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, 

“This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 

Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a 

sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among 

them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do 

you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He 

said, “He is a prophet.” 
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18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 

had received his sight, until they called the parents of 

the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, 

“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 

then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We 

know that this is our son and that he was born 

blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do 

we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. 

He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these 

things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had 

already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to 

be Christ, he was to be put out of the 

synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of 

age; ask him.” 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had 

been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We 

know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, 

“Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do 

know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said 

to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 

eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, 

and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, “You are 

his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know 

that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 
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do not know where he comes from.”  30 The man 

answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not 

know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 

eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, 

but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, 

God listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has 

it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man 

born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could 

do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born in 

utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him 

out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having 

found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 

Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may 

believe in him?” 

37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he 

who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” 

and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I 

came into this world, that those who do not see may 

see, and those who see may become blind.”  40 Some of 

the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to 

him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you 

were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you 

say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

“With Eyes of Faith Now See”         Tune:  LBW 383 

 

With eyes of faith, now see 

The One who gave you sight. 

From sinful darkness turn and flee; 

Look to the Lord of light. 

 

Be opened, servant ear; 

Attend your Savior’s voice. 

O faithful children, turn to hear; 

Then, gratefully rejoice! 

 

The mountains will give way 

And melt with thund’rous sound. 

The dismal night will turn to day; 

Bright glory will abound.  

 

O Spirit, sanctify. 

O Son, our hearts restore. 

O Father, come and glorify 

Your kingdom evermore! 
 

Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing 

House.       All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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SERMON    Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH –  

THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God,   begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 

was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures, and ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 

of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
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who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. 

 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life + of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

OFFERING 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

 



17 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, Lord our God, for You have had 

mercy on us and sent Your only-begotten Son, 

the perfect substitute, to bring us salvation. 

Pour out upon us the gift of Your Spirit, that 

we may receive Your blessings with 

thankfulness. Grant that we may receive the 

body and blood of our Lord as the guarantee of 

our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to 

come in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, 

O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, 

together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now 

and forever. 
 

People: Amen. 

 

SANCTUS      (LSB page 208) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim  

shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest,  

sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes  

in the name of the Lord! 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

 Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He 

was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  

body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.”In the same way also He 

took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you;  this cup is the new 

testament in My  blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this 

cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach 

us to pray: 
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“The Lord’s Prayer”                  (Tune: LSB 707) 

 

Our Father, God, who art in heav’n, 

All hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

In earth and heav’n the same. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And, as we those forgive 

Who sin against us, so may we 

Forgiving grace receive. 

 

Into temptation lead us not; 

From evil set us free; 

The kingdom, power, and glory, Lord, 

Ever belong to Thee. 

 
Text: Adoniram Judson, 19th Century American Missionary 

Reprinted under Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 



20 
 

AGNUS DEI  

“Lamb of God, the Hope of Sinners”   (Tune: LSB 842) 

 

Lamb of God, the hope of sinners, 

You have cleansed each spot and stain. 

Send Your light and shine Your glory 

That the world may see again. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Grant us peace, O Lord, we pray! 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Bring us to Your endless day. 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia 

Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 
By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 
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- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if 
not receiving Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of 
wine for those who must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor 
as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”      LSB 702 

 

1.My faith looks up to Thee, 

Thou Lamb of Calvary, 

Savior divine. 

Now hear me while I pray; 

Take all my guilt away; 

O let me from this day 

Be wholly Thine! 

 

2.May Thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart; 

My zeal inspire! 

As Thou has died for me, 

Oh, may my love to Thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, 

A living fire! 
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3.While life’s dark maze I tread 

And griefs around me spread, 

Be Thou my guide; 

Bid darkness turn to day, 

Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray 

From Thee aside. 

 

4.When ends life’s transient dream, 

When death’s cold, sullen stream 

Shall o’er me roll, 

Blest Savior, then, in love, 

Fear and distrust remove; 

O bear me safe above, 

A ransomed soul! 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

“On My Heart Imprint Your Image”            (LSB 422) 

On my heart imprint Your image, 

Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

And my glory and salvation! 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are You, heavenly Father, 

for You have once again fed and nourished us 

at Your Table through the body and blood of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. As Lord of 

our lives, strengthen and support us so that we 

may walk as children of the light, and, sharing 

that kindly light, proclaim Your love to all the 

world. Bless us day by day, and keep us hope-

filled as we await Your eternal kingdom, 

where You live and reign with the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN      “Beautiful Savior”  

 LSB 537 

 

1.Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love Thee, 

Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2.Fair are the meadows,  

Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sor r’wing spirit sing. 

 

3.Fair is the sunshine,  

Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4.Beautiful Savior, 

Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration 

Now and forever more be Thine! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. 

Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

• LENTEN SUPPER AND WORSHIP: Please 

join us for Lenten Supper at 6pm followed by 

Lenten Worship each Wednesday through 

March 29. 

  

• TIJUANA MISSION TRIP:  There will be a 

Tijuana Mission Trip organizational meeting 

today at 12:00 PM at Immanuel Crystal Lake.  

Please see Peter Voigt or Paul Schneider if you 

are interested in joining this life-changing trip 

and/or attending the meeting. 

 

• SHARING CENTER:   As we move into Spring, 

the Sharing Center is in need of rain gear 

(coats, boots, slickers), windbreakers/jackets, 

hoodies, jeans (distressed or not!), and Spring 

clothing - all sizes.  Lightweight blankets also 

needed.  If you wish to donate food, they are 

particularly in need of canned fruits, 

condiments (relish, mustard, ketchup), and pet 
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food.  Your help is very much appreciated!  

Please see Gail with questions.   

 

• EGG YOUR NEIGHBOR:  Hope will once 

again be doing the Egg Your Neighbor event 

this year.  Eggs will be stuffed and bags filled 

after Bible Study next Sunday, March 26.  The 

bags will be distributed starting April 1.  Please 

bring bags of small individually wrapped candy 

which will be put into the eggs.  Please see Peter 

Voigt or Paul Schneider if you have any 

questions.  

 

• HELP IS NEEDED:  The Brat Fry needs a new 

leader. See Pastor if you can help us continue. 

Additional Ushers and Sunday Fellowship 

assistants are also needed. See Dick Cooke if 

you are interested. 

 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor 

Oswald (oswald1@charter.net) with your 

prayer requests.   

We are not collecting prayer request cards.  

 

 

 

mailto:oswald1@charter.net
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• Preacher:           Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist (Sun.): Rev. Maurice Lind, Pastor 

Emeritus 

• Sat. Organist:     Lina Schaal 

• Sun. Organist:   George Kelm 

• Choir Director:  Gail Feick 

• Music Ensemble Coordinator:  Tabra Gomski 

• A/V Team:          Stan & Cheryl Grey, Josh 

Walton 

            Brian & Amanda Larie 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY 

         Reader:  Gail Feick  

 Communion:   Gary Schaetten 

 Ushers:  Gail Feick & Josh Walton 

 Acolyte:  Emma Pferdmenges 

 Fellowship:     Dick Cooke 

 

                 NEXT WEEK 

 Reader:  Amanda Siemers 

 Communion:   Gary Schaetten 

 Ushers:  Paul & Carol Trettin 

 Acolyte:  Danica Olsen 

 Fellowship: Beth Schneider 
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BIRTHDAYS 

  3/20  Dave Peschke 

  3/23  Arlene Meyer 

  3/25  Yecenia Medina 

 

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

3/20/23 – 3/26/23 

Wednesday 5:15pm Confirmation Class 
 6:00pm Lenten Supper 
 7:00pm Lenten Worship 

Saturday 9:30am Worship Service 

Sunday 9:00am Worship Service 

 10:20am 
Bible Study 

“Book of Acts” 

 10:20am 
Children’s Sunday 

School 

 

 

 

 


