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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH – TWIN LAKES, WI 
Mid-Week Service – March 15, 2023 

 

 
 

“Lenten Season and Seven Deadly Sins” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

Lent is a season of repentance and sorrow for sin in expectation of Holy 

Week when we proclaim and celebrate Christ’s triumphant entry, last 

will and testament, sacrificial death, and glorious return from the dead.  

During Lent, we suspend the hymn of praise during worship and the use 

of the word “alleluia” - in eager expectation of resuming them at the 

festival of the resurrection.  Many people also fast or partially fast by 

giving up meat on Fridays. 

 

This year, our mid-week services and Holy Week services will consider 

what has been called “Seven Deadly Sins.”  This topic has captured 

imaginations in the fields of history, literature, art, and popular culture, 

not just religion.  Reading about it can almost give the feel sometimes of 

humanity’s preoccupation with its own dark side; but behind the 

curiosities, there is the unshakeable problem.  That sin is real, and that 

despite our insights into it, we still need someone else to save us from 

what we cannot control ourselves.    

 

Theme of today: PRIDE 
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 PREPARATION  

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

OPENING HYMN  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”  LSB 435 

 

 

INVOCATION AND MEDITATION  

 

Pastor:    In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:   Amen.  

Pastor:     “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to Me with all 

your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  

People:   and rend your hearts and not your garments.”  

Pastor:    Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents 

over disaster. 

People:   Who knows whether He will not turn and relent, and 

leave a blessing behind Him?     Joel 2:12–14 

  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

      

Pastor:    Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn 

assembly;  gather the people!  Consecrate the congregation; assemble 

the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants!  Let the bridegroom 

leave his room, and the bride her chamber.  

People:   Let us weep and say, “Spare your people, O LORD!” 
         Joel 2:15–16 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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Pastor:   Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People:   Most merciful God, we have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed by what we have done and what we have 

left undone.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your 

holy Name. 

Pastor:   The LORD answers our prayer and comforts us, “You shall 

know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God 

and there is none else.  And My people shall never again be put to 

shame.  I will pour out My Spirit upon you, and everyone who calls on 

the name of the LORD will be saved”  (Joel 2:27–32).  Jesus our Savior 

takes your sins away; therefore, in His stead and by His command, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

PSALM 10        (Read Responsively) 

 

Pastor:   Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? 

    Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 

People:   2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; 

      let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised. 

3 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, 

    and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD. 

4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; 

    all his thoughts are, “There is no God.” 

5 His ways prosper at all times; 

    your judgments are on high, out of his sight; 

    as for all his foes, he puffs at them. 

6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; 

    throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.” 
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7 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; 

    under his tongue are mischief and iniquity. 

8 He sits in ambush in the villages; 

    in hiding places he murders the innocent.               

His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless; 

9  he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket; 

he lurks that he may seize the poor; 

    he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net. 

10 The helpless are crushed, sink down, 

    and fall by his might. 

11 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, 

    he has hidden his face, he will never see it.” 

12 Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; 

    forget not the afflicted. 

13 Why does the wicked renounce God 

    and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”? 

14 But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation, 

    that you may take it into your hands; 

to you the helpless commits himself; 

    you have been the helper of the fatherless. 

15 Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; 

    call his wickedness to account till you find none. 

16 The LORD is king forever and ever; 

    the nations perish from his land. 

17 O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; 

    you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear 

18 to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, 

    so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you.  

People:   And also with you.  

Pastor:   Let us pray. Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare 

Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all to bear our sins on the 

cross.  Grant that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in Him 

that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the devil; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 ALL:   Amen. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING            Daniel 4:28-37    

      28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve 

months he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and 

the king answered and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have 

built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my 

majesty?” 31 While the words were still in the king's mouth, there fell a 

voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The 

kingdom has departed from you, 32 and you shall be driven from among 

men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you 

shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall 

pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of 

men and gives it to whom he will.” 33 Immediately the word was fulfilled 

against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate grass 

like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair 

grew as long as eagles' feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws. 

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, 

and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised 

and honored him who lives forever, 

for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

    and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 
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35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 

    and he does according to his will among the host of heaven 

    and among the inhabitants of the earth; 

and none can stay his hand 

    or say to him, “What have you done?” 

36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my 

kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors and 

my lords sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still 

more greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and 

extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his 

ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING            Matthew 21:33-44    

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up 

into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that 

I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this 

tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But 

the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to 

heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the 

other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 

who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN    “Ye Sons of Pride”     Isaac Watts (to the tune of LSB #443) 

 

Ye sons of pride, that hate the just 

And trample on the poor, 

When death has brought you down to dust, 

Your pomp shall rise no more. 

The last great day shall change the scene; 

When will that hour appear? 

When shall the just revive, and reign 

O'er all that scorned them here? 

 

God will my naked soul receive, 

When sep'rate from the flesh; 

And break the prison of the grave, 

To raise my bones afresh. 

Heav'n is my everlasting home, 

Th' inheritance is sure: 

Let men of pride their rage resume, 

But I'll repine no more. 

     

 

SERMON            Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I 

pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 

wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  

ALL:  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 
 

Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

ALL:  Amen.  

 

 

CLOSING HYMN    “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”            LSB 743 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR LENTEN SUPPER AT 6:00 PM 

FOLLOWED BY OUR LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE AT  

7:00 PM EACH WEDNESDAY THROUGH MARCH 29th. 

 

PLEASE ALSO JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

WORSHIP: 

Maundy Thursday, April 6  7:00pm 

Good Friday, April 7   7:00pm 

Saturday, April 8    9:30am 

Easter Sunday, April 9: 

 Sunrise Worship   7:00am 

 Easter Breakfast   8:00am 

 Easter Worship   9:30am  
 

 

PASTOR:    Rev. Dr. Tim Oswald 

ORGANIST:   George Kelm 

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Gail Feick 

ENSEMBLE COORDINATOR  Tabra Gomski 

A/V TEAM:   Stan & Cheryl Grey, Josh Walton 

     Brian & Amanda Larie 

 

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

876 Lance Drive, Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

(262) 877-4381 

Website:  hopetwinlakes.org 


