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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH – TWIN LAKES, WI 
Wednesday – March 1, 2023 

 

 
 

“Lenten Season and Seven Deadly Sins” 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Lent is a season of repentance and sorrow for sin in expectation of Holy 

Week when we proclaim and celebrate Christ’s triumphant entry, last 

will and testament, sacrificial death, and glorious return from the dead.  

During Lent, we suspend the hymn of praise during worship and the use 

of the word “alleluia” - in eager expectation of resuming them at the 

festival of the resurrection.  Many people also fast or partially fast by 

giving up meat on Fridays. 

 

This year, our mid-week services and Holy Week services will consider 

what has been called “Seven Deadly Sins.”  This topic has captured 

imaginations in the fields of history, literature, art, and popular culture, 

not just religion.  Reading about it can almost give the feel sometimes of 

humanity’s preoccupation with its own dark side; but behind the 

curiosities, there is the unshakeable problem.  That sin is real, and that 

despite our insights into it, we still need someone else to save us from 

what we cannot control ourselves.    

 

Theme of today: SLOTH  
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 PREPARATION  

 

WELCOME 

 

 

OPENING HYMN  “Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion”  LSB 559 

 

 

INVOCATION AND MEDITATION  

 

Pastor:    In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:   Amen.  

Pastor:     “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to Me with all 

your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  

People:   and rend your hearts and not your garments.”  

Pastor:    Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents 

over disaster. 

People:   Who knows whether He will not turn and relent, and 

leave a blessing behind Him?     Joel 2:12–14 

  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

      

Pastor:    Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn 

assembly;  gather the people!  Consecrate the congregation; assemble 

the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants!  Let the bridegroom 

leave his room, and the bride her chamber.  

People:   Let us weep and say, “Spare your people, O LORD!” 
         Joel 2:15–16 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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Pastor:   Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People:   Most merciful God, we have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed; by what we have done and what we have 

left undone.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your 

holy Name. 

Pastor:   The LORD answers our prayer and comforts us, “You shall 

know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God 

and there is none else.  And My people shall never again be put to 

shame.  I will pour out My Spirit upon you, and everyone who calls on 

the name of the LORD will be saved”  (Joel 2:27–32).  Jesus our Savior 

takes your sins away; therefore, in His stead and by His command, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People:   Amen. 

 

PSALM 91:1-6        (Read Responsively) 

 

Pastor:    He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

           will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

People:    I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 

           my God, in whom I trust.” 

Pastor:     For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 

             and from the deadly pestilence. 

People:      He will cover you with his pinions, 

              and under his wings you will find refuge; 

              his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

Pastor:      You will not fear the terror of the night, 

              nor the arrow that flies by day, 

People:      nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

               nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
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ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

  Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now and  

  will be forever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Let us pray. Almighty and merciful Father, when the fullness of 

time came, at just the right time, you sent forth your Son to 

redeem those born under the law. Rouse your people away from 

sloth and apathy to compassionate action; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

ALL:     Amen. 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM    “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”   

                  Hernaman            

 

SCRIPTURE READING            2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  

   
6Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not 

in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7For you 

yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle 

when we were with you, 8nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying 

for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not 

be a burden to any of you. 9It was not because we do not have that right, 

but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 10For even when we 

were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not 

willing to work, let him not eat. 11For we hear that some among you 

walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 12Now such persons 
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we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work 

quietly and to earn their own living. 
 

13As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”      LSB 423 

       

 

SERMON                      Rev. Paul Muther 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
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keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil 

foe may have no power over me.  

ALL:  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 
 

Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

ALL:  Amen.  

 

 

CLOSING HYMN     “Abide with Me”                      LSB 878 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR LENTEN SUPPERS AT 6:00 PM 

FOLLOWED BY OUR LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE AT  

7:00 PM EACH WEDNESDAY THROUGH MARCH 29th. 

 

GUEST PASTOR:  Rev. Paul Muther, Our Savior 

     Lutheran Church, Burlington, WI 

ORGANIST:   George Kelm 

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Gail Feick 

USHERS:    Mike & Tabra Gomski 

SUPPER HOSTS:  Gary Estes, Peg Tueting, Mary Ann Platz 

ENSEMBLE COORDINATOR  Tabra Gomski 

A/V TEAM:   Stan & Cheryl Grey, Josh Walton 

     Brian & Amanda Larie 

 

 


