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WELCOME 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

SAT. JANUARY 28/SUN. JANUARY 29, 

2023 

 

 
“CHOSEN” 

 
AS WE GATHER 

Why do the Beatitudes resonate with us? Yes, we who 

follow Christ are poor in spirit, we hunger for 

righteousness, and we know some persecution; but so do 

others, those who follow other gods. The difference is 

that, at the deepest level, God has promised blessings 

while we experience all those human emotions and take 

what action we think best. Those blessings come to us by 

grace, simply because God has chosen us, without any 

merit or worthiness in us. We are not worthy, just as 

God’s Old Testament people did not merit His attention, 

but we and they received it nonetheless. God has chosen 
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to make us worthy by sending His Son in our place. In 

today’s Readings, He explains what pleases Him. Only 

Christ lived the perfect life, but the Gospel certainly 

moves us to respond to God’s choosing us, as best we 

can, in love and service. 

 
WELCOME 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN  “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

LSB 850 

 

1.God of grace and God of glory, 

On Your people pour Your pow’r; 

Crown Your ancient Church’s story; 

Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

For the facing of this hour, 

For the facing of this hour. 

 

2.Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

For the living of these days, 

For the living of these days. 
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3.Cure Your children’s waring madness; 

Bend our pride to Your control; 

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

Rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal, 

Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 

 

4.Save us from weak resignation 

To the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of Your salvation 

Be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

Serving You whom we adore, 

Serving You whom we adore. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 1 Corinthians 1:18, 30 

 

Pastor: The word of the cross is folly to those who are 

perishing, 
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People: but to us who are being saved it is the power 

of God. 

 

Pastor: He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 

People: whom God made our wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us go to the throne of God’s grace, 

confessing our sins and asking His mercy for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, 

miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings 

and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

 

Pastor: We cannot repay God for our offenses, but He 

has given us His only Son to pay for every sin. 
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As a called and ordained servant of Christ I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

 WORD  

 

KYRIE  
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HYMN OF PRAISE “Beautiful Savior”  (LSB 537, 

St. 1 & 4) 

 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, You have told us 

what pleases You and how we should live. Help 

us to do justice and love kindness in response to 

Jesus’ life of perfect obedience and sacrificial 

death on our behalf; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your  
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Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1–8 (The 

Lord indicts Israel, reminds them of His care, and asks 

for justice and kindness.) 

 

6 Hear what the LORD says: 

Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 

  and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 
3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 

  How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab 

devised, 

  and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.” 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 
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Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O man, what is good; 

  and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness,  

  and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

DUET ANTHEM: Tabra Gomski & Dawn Oswald 

    “You Are My All In All”   Dennis 

Jernigan 

 

EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 1:18–31 (Paul contrasts 

God’s “folly” in sending His Son with worldly wisdom.) 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
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20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 

Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 

preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand 

signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach 

Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 

the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you 

were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose 

what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 

what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, even things 

that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that 

no human being might boast in the presence of 

God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 

became to us wisdom from God, righteousness 

and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 

written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE             (LSB p. 205) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

These things are written 

that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–2, 4-12  (Jesus 

explains that God’s blessings abound for people of faith 

no matter their circumstances.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

fifth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and 

when he sat 

down, his disciples came to him. 2And he opened his 

mouth and taught them, saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.” 
4Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 

comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 
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mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 

sons of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 
11Blessed are you when others revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for 

your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted 

the prophets who were before you.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Son of God, Eternal Savior”  

LSB 842 

 

1.Son of God, eternal Savior, 

Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, 

For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity, 

Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 
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2.As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; 

Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 

Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty 

Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

3.Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

King of love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, 

Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, 

By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

4.Son of God, eternal Savior,  

Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

Hallows all our human race: 

By Your praying, by Your willing 

That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 

Here on earth Your will be done. 
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SERMON       Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son 

of God,  begotten of His Father before all worlds, God 

of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 

men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
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And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 

the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

OFFERING 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who not only 

lived a life of perfect obedience, but did it in our 
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stead so that we might be free from all that 

would separate us from the eternal joy You have 

graciously promised. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS  “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”    

(Sts. 1 & 5: LSB 940) 

 

Holy God, we praise Thy name; 

Lord of all, we bow before Thee, 

All on earth Thy scepter claim, 

All in heav’n above adore Thee, 

Infinite Thy vast domain, 

Everlasting is Thy reign. 

 

Holy Father, Holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, 

Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery. 

  

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD     Matthew 26:26–28; 

Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
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Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He hadgiven thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My  blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach 

us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI    “The Lamb”      (LSB 547, St. 1 & 

2) 

The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

Faith sees, believes God will provide  

the Lamb of price! 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

 

The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering. 

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n  

His praise to sing. 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY 

COMMUNION+ 

 
By communing, a person says publicly that they 
- 

- are baptized and confirmed  
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- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod teaches.   
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands 
folded if not receiving Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of 
wine for those who must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent 
demeanor as others commune  

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”              LSB 851 

 

1.Lord of glory, You have bought us 

With Your life blood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones 

That tremendous sacrifice; 

And with that have freely given 

Blessings countless as the sand 

To the unthankful and the evil 

With your own unsparing hand. 
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2.Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 

Gladly, freely of Your own. 

With the sunshine of Your goodness 

Melt our thankless hearts of stone 

Till our cold and selfish natures, 

Warmed by You, at length believe 

That more happy and more blessed 

‘Tis to give than to receive. 

 

3.Wondrous honor You have given 

To our humblest charity 

In Your own mysterious sentence, 

“You have done it all to me.” 

Can it be, O gracious Master, 

That You deign for alms to sue, 

Saying by Your poor and needy, 

“Give as I have giv’n to you”? 

 

4.Lord of glory, You have bought us 

With Your life blood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones 

That tremendous sacrifice. 

Give us faith to trust You boldly, 

Hope, to stay our souls on You; 

But, oh, best of all Your graces, 

With Your love our love renew. 
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN                     (LSB 632) 

 

O Jesus, Blessed Lord to Thee 

My heartfelt thanks forever be, 

Who hast so lovingly bestowed 

On me Thy body and Thy blood. 

 

Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: 

What wealth is come to me this day! 

My Savior dwells within my heart: 

How blessed am I! How good Thou art! 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks, heavenly Father, 

that You have again assured us of sins forgiven 

in this Sacrament. Grant us to know Your 

accompanying presence as we leave, so that, 

strong in faith, our thoughts, words, and deeds 

will reflect Your great love and mercy; : through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  “Go, My Children, With My 

Blessing”     LSB 922 

1.Go, My children, with My blessing, 

Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; 

You are My own. 

In My Love’s baptismal river 

I have made you Mine forever. 

Go, My children, with My blessing 

You are My own. 

 

2.Go, my children, sins forgiven, 

At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, 

What I can cure. 

Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 

Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

At peace and pure. 
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3.Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

Closer to Me; 

Grow in love and love by serving,  

Joyful and free. 

Here My spirit’s power filled you; 

Here His tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

Joyful and free. 

 

4.I the Lord will bless and keep you 

And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you 

And give you peace: 

I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, 

Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, My children; 

I will keep you 

And give you peace. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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• TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN FOR THE 

GLORY OF GOD BY IRMA PENNER IN MEMORY OF 

HER HUSBAND GARY AND SON DAVID. 

 

• PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK YOUR MAILBOX. 

 

CLOTHING DRIVE: We are holding a clothing drive to 

support the Sharing Center in Trevor for the cold weather 

months, now through February. Any coats/jackets, winter 

clothing, mittens, scarves, hats, and socks, all sizes, in "good 

used" or new condition are appreciated! Blankets/throws/baby 

blankets are also very welcome. Donations can be left by the 

food pantry box in the narthex.  

 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 

(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.  

We are not collecting prayer request cards.  

 

 

Preacher Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

Liturgist (Sun.) 
Rev. Maurice Lind,  

Pastor Emeritus 

Sat. Organist Lina Schaal 

Sun. Organist George Kelm 

Choir Director George Kelm 

Music Ensemble 

Coordinator 
Tabra Gomski 

A/V Team Stan & Cheryl Grey, 

Brian & Amanda Larie, 

Josh Walton 

mailto:oswald1@charter.net
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY 

Reader Mike Gomski 

Communion Peter Voigt 

Ushers Sue Robinson &  

Nathan Oswald 

Acolyte Emma Pferdmenges 

Fellowship Beth Schneider 

NEXT WEEK 

Reader Jim Tonkinson 

Communion Gary Schaetten 

Ushers 
Gary Schaetten & Peter 

Voigt 

Acolyte Nathan Olsen 

Fellowship Tami Voigt 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 1/30 Ron Magolski 

 2/2 Nadine Kelm 

 2/3 Adeline Wachholder 

 2/4 Lynn Mueller 

   

 

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

1/30/23 – 2/5/23 
   

Wednesday 5:30pm Confirmation Class 

 6:30pm Bible Study  

“The Bible:What It Is” 
   

Thursday 8:00am Men’s Breakfast 

 9:30am Elders’ Meeting 
   

Saturday 9:30am Worship Service 
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Sunday 9:00am Worship Service 

 10:20am Bible Study:  

“Book of Acts” 

 

 Children’s Sunday School 
 


