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876 Lance Drive, Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

Office: 262-877-4381    Pastor: 757-831-6948 

E-Mail:  secretary@hopetwinlakes.org 

           Website:  hopetwinlakes.org 

   Facebook:   facebook.com/hopetwinlakes 
 

PASTOR’S CORNER:   

   

We have been in a culture war for some time now, and despite some 

wonderful victories due to the perseverance and dedication of many 

good people, the challenges continue to mount.  One that faces us 

now is the so-called “Respect for Marriage Act” which has passed 

the House of Representatives and goes to the Senate next.   Its title is 

an oxymoron as it does not respect marriage but opens the door to 

force re-definitions of marriage, any and all.  It repeals the “Defense 

of Marriage Act” from 1996 which defined marriage as between one 

man and one woman, and compels states to accept the lowest 

common denominator view of marriage among all the states and 

territories.  Obviously, this push is coming from the “LGBTQ+” 
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crowd and their allies, to ensure that their views of marriage become 

enshrined across the board. 

 

Marriage “IS” something at its essence.  It is not merely an invented 

concept.  It is a sacred union under God of one man and one woman 

and a picture of the union between Christ and His church.  It is 

created by God and so human definitions cannot change it.  Though a 

homosexual couple might legally marry, in the eyes of God, what 

they have is not a true marriage.  This is a baseline commitment for 

all of us who embrace a biblical worldview.  It is quickly retorted by 

those who want to change the traditional views that America is not a 

theocracy so we don’t get to make laws based on what the Bible 

teaches.  Yet even the history of humankind shows an overwhelming 

understanding of marriage as a conjugal unity of a man and a woman 

for the broad purposes of procreation and the stability of family life.  

Humanity has drawn this inevitably from Natural Law (that is, the 

“rights” and “wrongs” which God has built into the universe and 

which people cannot avoid knowing deep down).  The traditional 

view flows into the nuclear family which is the foundational unit for 

healthy societies.  Behind the push for new definitions of marriage is 

the conviction by many in society, shaped increasingly by humanist 

ideas to the detriment of biblical ideas, the conviction that nuclear 

families and traditional marriage should NOT be considered 

normative: But those who want to argue that two consenting adults 

who love each other should be able to marry irrespective of their 

genders, have radically changed the definition of marriage.  They 

cannot answer at that point why it needs to be two people.  Why not 

multiple people in the union?  (Polyamory is already on the rise.)   

Why do they have to be of age?  Why can’t people marry children?  

Why do they have to be consenting?  Indeed, why do they have to be 

people?  Can someone marry his dog?  As the implications of the 

new definitions become more and more absurd, people start to ask 

why government should have any role at all in formal recognition of 

people’s relationships.  Many already subscribe to the idea of having 

government get out of the marriage business altogether.  Many 
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others, intuitively recognizing that marriage which can mean 

anything really means nothing, have abandoned the idea altogether 

and simply live with various partners.  The percentage of people who 

even get married at all continues to fall.  The society which fails to 

support strong, nuclear families, which are its building blocks as I 

have noted, is a society which is weakening and destined to break 

apart. It’s exactly what we see happening all around us. 

 

The “Respect for Marriage Act” forces all government entities to 

accept marriages accepted anywhere else in the United States, 

however it may be defined.  So the most radical of states will set the 

rule for what we all have to accept.  Marriage has never been a 

federal purview but rather something left up to the states.  That 

would change.  States or local governments cannot honor the views 

of their own citizens regarding marriage but are subject to the federal 

rule.  There are reports in North Carolina, where the age for marriage 

is only 16, that people travel there from far away to enact marriages 

between very young boys or girls to older, more powerful men – this 

might be for money, to acquire citizenship, compulsion by families, 

or compulsion by the more powerful or abusive partner in the union.  

Will this become more common?  The new law would have a 

silencing effect on those who try to object, as they become subject to 

pressures and lawsuits. 

 

Now here is the thing – where the cultural war part comes in.  Part of 

the crowd which pushes this new definition is really, really angry.  

The very idea that individuals (such as Christians) or groups (such as 

churches) might even exist and hold different viewpoints on these 

things is intolerable.  They do not want to convince you and try to 

change your mind.  They want to silence you.  They want to punish 

you.  Every tool at their disposal will eventually be employed to 

remove your convictions from the marketplace of ideas and frighten 

you into full retreat.  So back in 2015, Hope amended its constitution 

to clarify its biblical position on marriage.  The thought behind this 

was that if, in the future, Hope should, let’s say, fire an employee 
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who discloses that they are in a same-sex relationship; or refuse to 

conduct the wedding ceremony for a same-sex couple  -  if Hope 

faces lawsuits, it at least has its perspectives built into its very 

constitution and is not making arbitrary or haphazard policies.  Think 

of the Christian baker who was sued for refusing to make a gay-

themed wedding cake; or the Christian photographer, sued for 

refusing to work a gay wedding.  The handwriting is on the wall and 

sooner or later, they will be coming after churches even more 

aggressively. 

 

It is this same impulse to protect ourselves for the future which is 

behind the new amendments that have been proposed at Hope.  

Article 19 explicitly commits us to the sanctity of human life, which 

has been reaffirmed by Synodical resolutions six times through the 

years.  Article 20 reaffirms the biblical position that God makes 

everyone male or female and is a much needed stance in these days 

of gender confusion.  I am glad that the Elders took the initiative to 

propose these.   

 

My joy would be to see the voting members of Hope consider them 

carefully and deepen their biblical knowledge of these important 

issues.  The vote will be at the quarterly voter’s meeting on 

September 18th.  If they are not passed, may it be only because they 

are tabled to revise the wording or improve the statements.  If anyone 

has misgivings about their content or purpose, I can only plead with 

you to come and speak with me.  I promise not to browbeat you with 

the Bible or condemn you, but to listen lovingly and gently, to 

engage in conversation which values and honors you with the highest 

respect, to seek God together with you and be thoroughly 

introspective about possible shortcomings in my own views or 

actions, and of course, to keep inviolate whatever level of 

confidentiality for our conversation that you choose; but we cannot 

“love one another” as Christ commanded if we cannot talk together 

about something that divides us.  Please come. 
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Be sure to mark your calendar starting Wednesday, Nov 23rd for our 

Thanksgiving Eve worship service at 7:00pm,  

and then . . . 

each of the next four Wednesdays for mid-

week  Advent Suppers at 6:00pm  followed 

by mid-week Advent worship at 7:00.  

Every year, we have looked at different 

themes for our mid-week Advent worship.  

This year, we will look at  

B5: BABY BOYS BODING BIG BLESSINGS 

We always try to make them fun so please plug them into your 

schedule.  And, you have to come at least once just to figure out what 

the B5 theme even means, right? 

       Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Tim 

 
 

We are excited that our children’s Sunday School classes resume on 

September 11! We, teachers, have enjoyed the summer off in order to 

attend the adult class; however we have greatly missed your precious  

children! We will continue with our 3 classes: Pre-K, Intermediate 

(age 5-9), and 10+ with Confirmation. Each week, our classes will 

begin in our sanctuary, with a short time of singing, before heading to 

class. We are excited to begin again! Praise God! 

 

      Hope’s Sunday School Teachers 

  

FOLLOWING IS OUR BIBLE STUDY 
SCHEDULE  FOR August 7-May 24: 
 

http://hcscchurch.org/religious-education/rcic/
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The Evangelism committee has had a great summer.  Eleven of us 

were active on several new ways to spread the word of Christ.  We 

have had an evangelism table at each of the Brat Sales and at the Car 

Show.  Literature on Christian topics was purchased (thanks, Mike) 

and handed out as appropriate.  At each event we were able to share 

the good news of Christ with people who stopped and wanted to talk.  

We all purchased “How Can I pray For You Today” T shirts to help 

open doors and hearts. 

 

We are also discussing other opportunities to share God’s word. 

What is evangelism?  Hope’s mission statement is “Dedicated to 

knowing Christ and making Christ known to others”.  Evangelism is 

“making Christ known to others”.    

  

Evangelism is made up of 3 pieces.  First, evangelism is spreading 

the word of Christ by WITNESS.  In many ways we are all 

evangelists when we talk to friends, family, neighbors, and co-

workers about our faith and Christ.  Second, evangelism is MISSION 

– going into the world and spread the word of Christ.  Think of 

Hope’s Tijuana mission trip.  Third, evangelism is OUTREACH.  

Think of the many areas of outreach Hope does.  (I know I am 

missing some) Sharing Center, Shalom Center, A Place of Refuge, 

LWML support, Operation Christmas Child, backpacks for kids, food 

pantry.  A lot of the outreach is through Women of Hope.  We, Hope 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (formal name), are living out our 

mission statement. 

 

       Paul Schneider 

       Evangelism Chairman 
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TIJUANA MISSION TRIP 
 

I wanted to thank everyone who supported the Tijuana Mission trip 

with prayer, encouragement, and donations.  Pastor Oswald, Peter 

Voigt, Beth Schneider, and Paul Schneider all went on the trip.  A 

total of 3 homes were built.  A home consists of a 12’ x 12’ structure 

with a concrete floor, 2 x 4 stud walls, particle board exterior, 2 

windows, 1 door.  No electricity, water, or sanitary system.  Pastor, 

Peter, and Paul were on home site one.  Beth was on home site two. 

I call them “homes” rather than “houses”.  We don’t just put up 

structures – we build homes for families.  One of the important parts 

of the trip is building relationships with the families and spreading 

the gospel.  When the mother who received home #1 was around first 

thing in the morning, we included her in our prayer to start the day. 

On the last day Pastor Oswald did the dedication at homes one and 

two.  During the dedication the mission trip team who built the house 

and the families all take a turn nailing a cross above the door.  At the 

dedication of home #1, the middle son David said the home a dream 

for them (a family of 5 was moving in). 

 

Below/left in the picture is home #1.  To the right is where they were 

living.  Scrap wood, tarps, mattress on the dirt floor was about it. 

Prayerfully consider joining the next Tijuana mission trip – July22 – 

29, 2023.  See Pastor Oswald, Peter, Paul, or Beth for more 

information. 
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    TASTY FELLOWSHIP 
 

 
Thank you to those who have donated baked goods to our freezer for 

our Sunday School hour! We can still use more (as of September). 

Please make sure anything you bring has the date on it.  If you prefer 

to just choose a Sunday to bring snacks to serve that day, please see 

me and I’ll happily get you scheduled. We can use baked goods, 

cheese or sausages, fruit, nuts, etc. Even donations of disposable 6-7” 

cake plates are very helpful and appreciated! 

Dawn Oswald 

 

2022 CAR SHOW 
 

 
 

What a beautiful day for a car show complete with spaghetti/Sloppy 

Joe's dinner, silent auction, raffles, music and more!  And, did we 

mention FUN?! 
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Car Show Proceeds Breakdown:  

 Gross proceeds -         $4,167 

 Registrations -                   445 

 Big ticket raffle tickets      100 

 50/50 raffle          266 

 Silent auction                  2,436 

 M&M jar                           (30) 

          Food/drinks                  Included in above proceeds 

 

We had 89 cars registered plus several that came in later in the day – 

so over 100 cars!  Sold over 100 spaghetti dinners, and 50+ Sloppy 

Joe's plus meatball sandwiches!   Was a day full of fun and 

excitement, with no parking to spare!  So many compliments were 

received on everything! 

 

TLPD Officer Comp and K9 Jaxx joined us for demos and a “meet 

and greet”.  Deputy Ray Rowe joined us with his very cool D.A.R.E. 

Car.  Looking forward to having them back again next year.  An 

Evangelism tent and outdoor tables were added for eating outside this 

year.  Our very own popcorn machine is here to stay and will make 

another appearance at the show next year!  Be sure to visit our 

website for a link to the YouTube video featuring some fabulous 

cars! 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU to the many people who made our car show 

so successful!  Looking forward to July 8, 2023!  Mark your 

calendars – planning will start in February! 

 

 

Gail Feick, Chairman 

2022 Car Show Committee 
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CHOIR NOTES 

 

 

Not quite sure where the Summer went, but - Welcome to a new 

choir year at Hope!  We began with our first practice on Sunday, 

September 11 – what a beautiful sound practicing our first song, 

“God of Grace and God of Glory”!  Sunday morning rehearsals have 

worked well, so we will continue to practice every Sunday at 8:15am 

through the 2nd week in June.  We will sing for the first time on 

September 25.   As always, we will sing every other Sunday, in 

addition to our Thanksgiving Eve service, Christmas Eve, Christmas 

Day, Ash Wednesday, Holy Week and Easter.  We will also have a 

part in the Christmas Eve program, and excited about getting started 

on that.  Also look forward to having some fun learning some new 

selections this year, and trying some new harmony.  There may be 

slight schedule changes since we are once again blessed to have the 

Alleluia Brass with us this year – we will not rehearse or sing on 

those Sundays. 

 

If you love to sing and/or play an instrument, we would love to have 

you join us – we are a caring group of friends who enjoy Christian 

fellowship and love to sing!  All Hope members, as well as visitors, 

are welcome to join, including teens and children. 

 

Schedules covering what we sing and when will be provided as 

always, as well as copies of sheet music.  

 

Looking forward to another wonderful music-filled year of praising 

the Lord!  May God bless your Fall and Thanksgiving! 

 

Gail Feick, Director 

http://westwaybaptist.com/events/adult-choir-practice-3-2018-01-28/

