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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
876 Lance Drive, Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

Office: 262-877-4381    Pastor: 757-831-6948 

E-Mail:  secretary@hopetwinlakes.org 

           Website:  hopetwinlakes.org 

   Facebook:   facebook.com/hopetwinlakes 
 

PASTOR’S CORNER:   

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated 

you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; 

but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 

world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I 

said to you: “A servant is not greater than his master.” If they 

persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, 

they will also keep yours.  John 15:18-20 

With all of the media that bombards us daily and the huge backlog on 

my personal reading list, I nearly missed an article which is truly 

prophetic of our future.  Our LCMS President, Dr. Matthew Harrison, 

wrote it for The Lutheran Reporter concerning what has been 

happening in Finland where Bishop Juhana Pohjola  and Dr. Päivi 

Räsänen have been placed on trial and face two years imprisonment 
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for “hate speech” because of their support for traditional marriage 

and their biblical stance toward homosexuality.   

https://reporter.lcms.org/2022/the-end-of-comfortable-christianity/   

Cheryl had linked the article to Hope Lutheran Church’s Facebook 

page so perhaps some of you saw it. Dr. Räsänen is a medical doctor, 

mother of five, former Minister of the Interior in Finland, and a long- 

time member of its parliament.  She had publicly criticized Finland’s 

State Lutheran church for its unbiblical support of a gay pride parade.  

Bishop Pohjola had previously been defrocked from the State 

Lutheran Church for his views.  Several European nations have state 

churches which are Lutheran in name only.  As a result, free 

Lutheran Churches have sprung up where confessional Lutherans can 

unite with like-minded believers.  Bishop Pohjola now leads the 

Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland (ELMDF) which 

shares fellowship with our LCMS.  The results of their trial are 

expected this month. 

 

What makes the article so important?  It is a seemingly small item on 

a massive news board, yet it foreshadows something that will shake 

the ground on which we stand right here in Wisconsin.  Dr. Harrison 

points out how these hate speech laws in a modern western nation 

like Finland are already spreading across Europe and across the 

ocean to North America.  We must take off the blinders and realize 

that this kind of treatment awaits us here too.  It is only a matter of 

time.   

 

Christianity will not look the same as it had for most of our lives here 

in the U.S.A.   Winnowing awaits us here as those who truly cling to 

Christ and His Word will face serious persecution.  I am not talking 

about Africa or China or Pakistan, but right here.  Dr. Harrison’s 

article does not waste time to lament this but accepts reality and 

bravely looks ahead with commitment to hold to our confession no 

matter what.  Let us pray for our fellow Christians who face these 

attacks now, and with spines of steel, renew our resolve to speak the 

truth, no matter what. 

https://reporter.lcms.org/2022/the-end-of-comfortable-christianity/
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LENT 

With Ash Wednesday, the church enters the 40 day long season of 

Lent.  It is a solemn time of penitence.  Holy week will crescendo 

and decrescendo and crescendo again – it is emotionally exhausting 

and exhilarating at the same time.  Yet like a long line at the 

amusement park for the short roller coaster ride, Lent is the lengthy 

time of preparation and anticipation without which the “ride” itself 

may not achieve the same level of impact. We dedicate ourselves to 

reflect visually as the church paraments switch to the hushed tones of 

purple and the large wooden cross is placed in the chancel.  We 

dedicate ourselves in worship by “burying” the alleluias, forgoing the 

hymn of praise, and focusing upon hymns and scriptures which 

reflect upon contrition, repentance, that sacrifice of Jesus, and the 

ugliness of sin.  And we dedicate ourselves individually by 

disciplines and practices which deny the cravings of our flesh. 

This latter dedication is often the most challenging.  We encourage 

the reading of a Lenten devotional for these 40 days.  We often try to 

spend additional time in prayer.  Perhaps the most trying discipline is 

the practice of “giving something up for Lent.” When you want to 

find out how powerful our desires are, try saying “no” to them.  Few 

things give us better insight into the inner battle we each face daily 

between our spirits and our carnal nature.  Of course, “giving 

something up” is merely a tradition and not a command of scripture 

or a requirement.  No Lutheran has to do it; but it is a tradition which 

can have a lot of value to you as an individual.  Here are some 

guidelines which I recommend. 

 

1)  The idea is to give up something that we enjoy so that it is a 

challenge and we learn the difficulty of relinquishing what we want.  

One grizzled, stodgy person remarked “It’s good that I don’t enjoy 

anything so I have nothing to give up.”  I’m afraid she missed the 

blessing.  Perhaps she might have tried to give up negative 

statements. 

2)  Settle on something hard but not so hard that you are sure to fail 

and feel defeated.  Years ago, I tried to give up sweets for Lent.  I 
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failed so badly that for the next several years, I gave up “giving up 

something for Lent.”  It took me a while to try again. 

3)  Of course, giving up something which you know is wrong would 

be surely wonderful.  A man asked his friend what he had given up 

for Lent.  The friend responded “I’ve given up on being irritable, not 

that it’s any of your darn business.”   How nice it could be if the 

friend would succeed: But our selection of something to give up does 

not have to be something bad or sinful - Just something which will 

reveal how much your willpower is unmindfully caught in the grip of 

many, many things – entertainment, habits, media, personal luxuries  

– and so many more.  Last year, I decided to give up playing chess on 

the internet.  It was not a sin but I realized it wasted a lot of my time.  

By the end of Lent, I discovered I had lost the habit and find now that 

I have not played in the last year.  That’s no rebuke of those who play 

chess – nothing wrong with it at all, in fact, a game that sharpens the 

mind: But for me, it has been a small victory to be able to let it go 

and apply that time toward other things. 

4)  Should you tell others what you have given up?  Again, there is 

no rule here, but one is reminded of Jesus in the Sermon on the 

Mount cautioning us about praying and fasting in front of others for 

the acclamation it might gain.  I have found that unless it is 

something deeply personal that ought to be kept secret from others, it 

is not necessary to go through any hoops to hide it, but I do have to 

be careful about making such a deal of it that my goal can shift to 

wanting to look impressive in front of others. 

Give it a try and see what you learn.  It can be an enlightening 

experience. 

 

ADOPT-A-STUDENT 

Each congregation in the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

(LCMS) has congregational autonomy.  We can make our own 

decisions as a congregation about our own future. Yet the 

congregations of LCMS have formed a bond with one another and 

formed a synod or a formal union with those who share the same 

confession, so that together, the united congregations can do things 
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that would be much harder or costly for individual congregations.  

One of those united purposes is to train men for the ministry by 

operating seminaries which conduct ministerial education and 

training.  The LCMS has two seminaries – Concordia Seminary in St. 

Louis, MO and Concordia Theological Seminary in Ft Wayne, IN. 

The numbers of seminary students have shrunk and the church is 

working hard to plan for the day when the replacement rate can no 

longer keep up.  So it is important that we all support this noble cause 

of seminary education with our prayers and resources.  Hope 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Twin Lakes donates a sum to each 

seminary toward the costs for a student in each location.  These are 

our “adopted” students.   

The students assigned to us are  

Michael Ewert 

Campus Post Office Box 

801 Seminary Pl 

Saint Louis, MO 63105-3196 

and 

Alexander Ogden 

6600 North Clinton Street Box 251 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825 

 

Please mention them in your prayers if the Lord should bring them to 

mind; and feel free to send them a card or note of encouragement if 

so inclined. 

 

HOLY WEEK 

Please note the Holy Week Schedule and partake of as much of the 

experience as God allows. 

 

PALM SUNDAY – 9:00am Sunday, April 10   The Triumphant 

Entry of Christ into Jerusalem 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – 7:00pm Thursday, April 14    The 

Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
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GOOD FRIDAY – 7:00pm Friday, April 15   The Most Solemn Day 

of the Year – Remembering Our Lord’s Crucifixion 

HOLY SATURDAY – 9:30am  Saturday, April 16    Awaiting the 

Resurrection 

EASTER SUNDAY – 7:00am and 9:30am Sunday, April 17      The 

Year’s Premier Celebration of Joy at Christ’s Resurrection. 

   

Pastor Tim 

 

 
 

We are so blessed to have your children in our care!  They truly are 

our “little lambs” and they enjoy learning with us!  We have a lot of 

fun singing together in the sanctuary for our class opening, and you 

will hear their songs often, as we sing them during upcoming worship 

services.  We highly encourage you to ask your child after class what 

they learned in class that day—and then remind them throughout the 

week! Stan and Cheryl graciously come to our classes each Sunday, 

after class has ended (this way the children are not taped) and we 

summarize our classes again, to be put on the church’s facebook 

page. If your child is absent (or as a way to refresh their memory) we 

invite you to pull up our videos.  We also share in detail about the 

crafts we make with the children, so they can be made at home. We 

thank you for sharing your precious children with us. We treasure the 

opportunity to share the Word of our mighty God with them!  

 

Praising God for our Sunday School! 

Teachers Dave, Jan, Dawn, Tabra, Courtney, and Jackie 

 

http://hcscchurch.org/religious-education/rcic/
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WOMEN OF HOPE 

 
Blessings from the Women of Hope! 

 Our February meeting was cancelled due to an upcoming storm that 

never happened. Women of Hope has still been very busy. Our 

current Bible study is on the Book of Ruth.  A Bible Study Guide has 

been sent out to the ladies on our email list. If you did not receive one 

please be sure to let one of us know and we can forward it on to you. 

We will have a group devotional on the book of Ruth at our next 

meeting on Monday, March 21st at 6pm. Please pick up the study 

guide in the Narthex. 

 

Calling all Bakers! 

Our Spring Bake Sale is quickly approaching. It will be held at 

Berkot’s on Saturday April 9th , from 10am until 1pm. Please see the 

signup sheets in the Narthex.  We are asking to have all homemade 

baked good delivered to the Church basement by Friday April 8th at 

4pm. We will then pack up the goodies at 4pm. Feel free to drop off 

any bake sale items earlier. Just label and we can put it in the Church 

freezer to keep it fresh. Please join us!  

 

Women of Hope still has an opening for the Secretary position. 

Thanks to Dawn Oswald who is filling in. Please see Dawn for 

details or if you would like to take on this position. We are very 

excited to announce that we will be hosting our annual Women of 

Hope Banquet. This year we will be having a pot luck style dinner 

held in our very own Fellowship Hall. Dates will be determined at 

out March meeting. Please come and bring your ideas! 
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The Brat Sale team is also looking for bakers to bake cookies for the 

car show. Please wrap in individual baggies for easy sales. All 

baggies are sold for $1.00. 

 

Baby Shower time! 

Women of Hope will be hosting our annual baby shower for A Place 

of Refuge. May 1st to May 31st.  We will set up a pack and play in 

the narthex where you can drop off your unwrapped gifts for baby or 

Moms. We have had some nice items donated in the past. Some ideas 

are diapers, bath supplies, sleepers, onsies, any new or handmade 

items would be welcomed.  

 

Community Outreach! 

Our Sisters in Christ have been very busy this past few months 

donating their time and services to The Sharing Center and the 

Shalom Center. Gail and Beth are always looking for helping hands! 

Please see them if you are interested in volunteering. 

  

Hope to have you join us at our next meeting on March 21st at 6pm. 

 

Blessings! 

Tami Voigt, President 

 

2022 CAR SHOW 
 

 
 

I know it's cold out, but we are planning for a warm weather, exciting 

event - the 2022 car show. We began on Tuesday, March 8, with a 
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kickoff meeting. There are a ton of things to do between now and 

July! 

 

We are so excited that, after not having a show in 2020 and having to 

eliminate some key activities last year, our plan is to be back to a 

full-swing car show – bigger and better in 2022!   

 

We had 41 cars this past July, and many of our happy exhibitors are 

excited about coming back to enjoy a full show – complete with 

spaghetti/sloppy joe dinner, silent auction and raffles – this 

coming July.  YES!   

 

A meeting will be held to talk about finalizing the date, and the 

various important functions – times, advertising/publicity, music, 

food selections, silent auction/raffles, door prizes, other logistics, and 

point people for key areas.   There is plenty to do, so your 

suggestions and help are always welcome!  Have a new idea?  

Opportunity to improve on something?  We want to hear it. 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped make the 2021 show the amazing 

event it was! May God bless us with the best show ever in 2022!  

Thanking you in advance for your involvement and help! 

 

Gail Feick 
 

CHOIR NOTES 

 

 

We are over halfway through our choir year, so seems 2022 is flying 

by and Spring is almost here!  God continues to bless our church with 

a wonderful group of people who enjoy singing and fellowship, our 

http://westwaybaptist.com/events/adult-choir-practice-3-2018-01-28/
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accompanist, George, and Nadine, who files tons of sheet music and 

makes sure our selections are shown in the bulletin. 

 

In addition to our regular bi-weekly schedule, we will sing on Palm 

Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and BOTH Easter Sunday 

services.   I think we all feel blessed that we can be back to our two 

services on Easter – not to mention our fabulous Easter breakfast!  

We have been working on a new hymn that we look forward to 

sharing with you!  And, also welcome our Sunday school kids, who 

will be joining us for one of our songs on Easter!  

 

Practice during Holy Week will be at 6:30pm on the days of the 

services, and at 6:30am (sorry, I know it's early!) and 8:30am on 

Easter.  There will be no rehearsal the Sunday after Easter, as we all 

deserve a break - and we will have the Alleluia Brass here to enhance 

our service! 

 

If you are new to Hope, or a frequent visitor, and like to sing, 

please consider joining us.  You do not need to be a member of 

Hope to participate in the choir.  So, if you are interested, please 

let me know.   You will easily be be able to catch up with where we 

are in the music as we learn together, and enjoy some fun times and 

fellowship.   If you have a favorite hymn or song you would like us 

to do, please let me know that too.   

 

God's blessings to all for the Lenten and Easter seasons!  

 

Gail Feick 

Director 
 
 

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY TO 

SERVE AT HOPE 
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Do you have a desire to praise and glorify God with the musical 

talent He has given you? We are looking for interested groups or 

individuals who are willing to share their gifts with us during 

worship services. All ages, vocalists as well as instrumentalists, are 

welcome. Musical selections can be provided for you, or you can 

bring forward your own selections for pastoral approval. 

 

The first group to bless us by raising their voices in song is our very 

own Sunday School students. They are set to go on Sunday, March 

13. Don’t forget to set those alarms on the first Sunday of Daylight 

Saving Time so you won’t miss them. 

 

Contact Tabra Gomski at Gomski@att.net or (847) 481-9379 with 

any questions or if you are interested in using your music gift to 

bring glory to our wonderful God. Let’s make a joyful noise! 
 
 

HOPE PRESIDENT’S END-OF-YEAR 
REMARKS-DECEMBER 19, 2021 

 
We are approaching the close of another calendar year. Along with 

that, this will be my final Presidents’ Report. Our elections will be 

held during this meeting for 2022. The office of President will also 

be voted on today. As many of you recall I have been President for 

the last 4 years and prior to that Chairman of the Elders for 4 years. 

Peter Voigt did just the opposite the past 8 years-President first and 

Chairman of the Elders the past 4 years. Working with him has been 

a joy the past 8 years.  

 

During my time as President and Chairman of the Elders, the 

members of the Elders and Council those 8 years have witnessed and 

accomplished many milestones: Retirement of Pastor Jack Fish, 

Endowment Fund funded with $5,000 and now reaching $24,000, 

Calling Pastor Oswald, increased church and Bible Study/Sunday 

mailto:Gomski@att.net
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School attendance, remodeling the bathrooms, Fellowship area, 

Narthex, the lower level rooms, painting, LED lighting, increased 

financial support with a paid-up mortgage, live streaming of worship 

services, men’s breakfast and Bible study, Women of Hope Bible 

study and their new projects with those of the past. Having said this, 

many congregation members have contributed countless hours for the 

work of the Lord. There have been many times I have driven by the 

church and said, “There is so and so’s car-someone working on 

something!”  In place of the past mortgage fund, members are 

encouraged to contribute to either the Buildings and Grounds Fund or 

the Endowment Fund. Hope has certainly been blessed through our 

members.  

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank all current and past Elders and 

Council members that served under my leadership. Much has been 

accomplished due to you and your time and effort. You provided 

willing hands that serve out of love for Him and our congregation. I 

personally appreciate working together in ministry with each person. 

Remain faithful to our Lord and our mission statement, “Dedicated 

To Knowing Christ and Making Him Known To Others.” 

 

Election results from this meeting-Praise God for these Officers of 

the Church: 

President-Paul Trettin 

Secretary-Peggy Tueting 

Treasurer-Tami Voigt 

Director of Finance-Dick Cooke 

Evangelism Chairman-Paul Schneider 

Stewardship Chairman-George Kelm 

Trustee Chairman-Jim TonkinsonElders: Peter Voigt, Jim Tonkinson 

and Dave Krueger 

 

Thank you to Nadine Kelm for eight years serving as Council 

Secretary. 

   George Kelm, Past President of the Congregation 
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