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PASTOR’S CORNER:   

   

A BLESSING TO OTHERS 

 

When I came to Hope Lutheran Church in the Fall of 2016, one of 

the things that caught my attention before too long was the giving 

level for support, needs, and outreach beyond the congregation.   

 

A church funds its ministries through the giving of its members.  Yet 

like those members, the church itself is called to share what it has 

beyond its own needs.  2 Corinthians 9:6 tells us “The point is this: 

whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully.”  Now while we approach the 
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Bible in terms of Law and Gospel, not to identify cosmic principles 

that we can employ to help ourselves, we do not need to pass too 

quickly over this truthful observation.  Spreading of the seed 

(sowing) may seem to deprive us of its use, but it is in fact the way 

by which God multiplies the harvest.  The context in 2 Corinthians is 

undeniably about giving of money. 

 

So when I arrived at Hope, the budget for 2016 called for $800 to go 

to the Synod and the District for their support, and another $500 to go 

to missions.  Now the biblical standard of giving in the Old 

Testament was the tithe or 10% to be given by each Israelite family 

for the support of the religious system.  Although we are not under 

compulsion in the New Testament and are free from the law, would it 

make sense to exploit our freedom by giving less?  Yet although we 

would humbly encourage our members to tithe in their giving to the 

congregation, in our corporate giving as a congregation for support 

and outreach outside of the church, we were below 1 ½%.  It is 

understandable how a church might end up in such a predicament.  

The church finances were strained and other bills had to be paid.  I 

imagine through the years, that amount was kept low as being 

unaffordable: But can we afford not to sow generously? 

 

I pointed this out to the Council and much to my delight, they fully 

agreed and committed to gradually increase giving from the budget 

of the congregation with the goal of reaching 10% one day.  This 

year, 2022, you may have noticed that our giving to missions is 

$4,650 and our giving for the support of Synod and the District is 

$5,750.  These amounts do not include special offerings, or giving of 

proceeds from Brat Sales and gifts from the Women of Hope. 

 

As Hope has sought to “sow” more generously, what has been the 

result?  Would it surprise you to learn that giving to our general fund 

has increased dramatically?  We now have an Endowment Fund.  The 

mortgage on our building has been paid off early and we have no 

outstanding debt.  Capital improvements continue to be made to the 
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building and new equipment has been acquired.  In other words, we 

have sown bountifully and we are also reaping bountifully. 

 

Doesn’t it feel good to be a congregation that seeks to give and bless 

others and support the work of God around the world?  We are not an 

“inward” focused congregation, looking just at things that affect us 

directly; such churches are slowly dying.  Rather we desire to be part 

of God’s universal church, reaching beyond our church walls. 

 

Here are the budgeted missions and ministries that you support 

through your offerings to Hope.  They do not include special 

offerings and gifts outside of our annual budget. 

 

 A Place of Refuge - $200  (a crisis pregnancy and woman’s 

shelter in Milwaukee) 

 Adopt a Student - $1000  (for tuition, room, and board of 

seminary students studying for the ministry) 

 Lutherans for Life - $250   (pan-Lutheran services to advance 

and help those impacted by life issues – they recently sent us a nice 

thank you note) 

 Holiday Food Pantry - $1000   (this is a local outreach where 

our offering pays for gift cards for food) 

 Chinese Church Plant - $550   (helping a small Chinese 

language church get started in Elm Grove – they also sent a nice 

thank you note) 

 Hispanic Church Plant - $550  (helping a small Spanish 

language church get started in Sheboygan – they also sent us a nice 

thank you note) 

 Overseas Missions - $1100  (we support a missionary in West 

Africa helping Lutheran churches there assemble their own hymnals; 

and a missionary in Czech Republic helping a Lutheran church to get 

started) 

 South Wisconsin District  -  $5750  (25% of this goes toward 

Synod support and the rest supports the District’s expenses and 

mission endeavors) 
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The Crisis of Our Time 

 

Are you opposed to slavery?  Are you sure?  How strongly are you 

opposed to it?  How committed would you be to stopping it if it were 

legal where you live? 

The history of slavery in the United States continues to have 

ramifications even down to our day.  In the current war of ideas, 

those on the “woke” side of things disparage this country, disparage 

prominent historical figures, and argue for an irredeemable wicked 

character to our country because of its history of slavery.  Why didn’t 

our founding fathers eliminate slavery from the beginning?  Should 

we applaud the ideas of the Declaration of Independence or the U.S. 

Constitution when they arose among men who accepted the 

institution of slavery?  Those documents need to be overturned!  

Washington and Jefferson, et al, are seen as evil men.  Tear down 

their statues.  Change the names of schools named after them.  

Extirpate all pride in this slave-condoning, systemically evil country! 

 

Now this view, of which you are hearing more and more, is 

incredibly imbalanced and flawed, serving an anti-american 

ideology, not the careful and balanced study of history; I’d love to 

address it more, but please consider just one element of it.  We 

fought a war to end slavery in this country.  In the lead-up to that 

war, it was overwhelmingly Christians, working in the names of their 

Christian perspectives, who sacrificed reputations, fortunes, 

friendships, health, and even their lives in the effort to bring slavery 

in the U.S. to an end.  It was a long and difficult fight, partly because 

many who should have supported it, did not. 

 

So imagine yourself as a citizen of the U.S. in the 1850’s, the years 

leading up to the Civil War.  Americans could be said to fall into one 

of five categories. 

 

1- Those who supported slavery, believed in it as an institution or at 

least did not see anything wrong with it. 
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2- Those who were personally opposed to slavery, but did not want to 

impose their view upon others.   

3- Those who believed that the matter should be left to the states.  

Each state should have the right to decide among its citizens whether 

it would be slave or free. 

4- Those who believed that slavery was wrong, but believed that 

slavery would eventually diminish until it disappeared or was no 

longer practical.  So just be patient and give it time. 

5- Those who believed that slavery was wrong and they felt 

compelled to do everything in their power to bring it to the most 

rapid end. 

 

The power within each of us for self-justification is very strong.  We 

all might like to assume that we would have done the utmost, but we 

might be challenged to see the question in light of the uncanny 

parallel of our own time.  There is no issue that more closely matches 

the anti-slavery issue as the abortion issue.  Both are all about a huge 

segment of people who are fundamentally denied the most basic 

rights of personhood.  When activists scream for “reproductive 

choice,” it totally ignores the basic rights of the baby; no differently 

so than slave-holders who argued for slavery because the slaves were 

their property. 

 

So we see the exact same positions held by people today in the anti-

abortion movement as in the anti-slavery movement. 

 

1- Those who support abortion, believe in it as a basic right or at least 

do not see anything wrong with it. 

2- Those who are personally opposed to abortion, but do not want to 

impose their view upon others.   

3- Those who believe that the matter should be left to the states.  

Each state should have the right to decide among its citizens how it 

will handle the question. 
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4- Those who believe that abortion is wrong, but believe that abortion 

will eventually diminish until it disappears or is no longer practical.  

So just be patient and give it time. 

5- Those who believe that abortion is wrong and they feel compelled 

to do everything in their power to bring it to the most rapid end. 

 

Too readily, we deplore our history of slavery in this country; but our 

complacent attitudes toward abortion show that when we have the 

chance to work against another great evil which denies ALL basic 

rights to an entire class of people based upon unchangeable 

characteristics, few of us take up the cause.  While it is easy to 

condemn people of the slavery era for their failures or short-sighted 

views, we judge through the lenses of our own times and not by the 

realities of that time.  Nevertheless, there were those who were far-

sighted in their repudiation of slavery – and usually that came from 

Christians, shaped by a biblical worldview.  I am personally 

challenged to measure my life and my efforts against the great 

abolitionists of American history.  May God shake our hearts and 

numbed sensibilities to care as deeply as we ought for the crisis of 

our time. 

 

Sunday School 

 

Hope was truly blessed in 2021/22 to expand into three classes for 

children’s Sunday School.  We plan to continue for 2022/23.  Rally 

Day to start the new Sunday School year will kick off on Sept 11th 

(the Sunday after Labor Day).  Dawn Oswald will teach the Pre-K 

class.  Tabra Gomski will teach the Elementary class.  Courtney 

McCauley and Jaclyn Tueting are the associate teachers.  We still 

need a teacher for grades 6-9 but expect to have it filled in time. 

 

Our goal is to help the children gain familiarity with important core 

Bible stories and lessons.  We want them to be fun and engaging.  

Parents are always welcome to sit in on classes.  Children meet 



 7 

around the church organ for a short opening at 10:20, then go to their 

classrooms.  Sunday School ends at 11:00 

 

Adult Sunday School will work through the Book of the Acts of the 

Apostles beginning late this summer and expect to spend several 

months.  It will be profitable for beginners through mature bible 

students.  And as always, no one is ever embarrassed or put on the 

spot. 

 

Please invite neighbors, grandchildren, and friends.  Search your own 

heart and see if God isn’t calling you upward toward the next level of 

discipleship through study of his Word. 
 
 

ADOPT-A-STUDENT 

With seminary enrollments on the decline and with over 50% of 

LCMS pastors now over 55 years old, the LCMS might be looking at 

going from about 6000 ordained pastors to about 3000 in just 15 

years. 

 

One of the challenges of raising new pastors in the church is the 

financial commitments necessary to train them.  Imagine being a 

young man, interested in being a pastor, but having to commit to a 

four-year Master’s degree program after college – after which they 

would become a pastor where the average starting salary will be 

about $71,000, compared to their peers in America where an average 

starting salary for those with a Master’s degree (usually a one to two 

year program) is about $79,000.  This challenge was compounded by 

the high rates of debt that students had to pay back after seminary. 

 

To address this, both LCMS seminaries have committed to helping 

seminarians get through their degrees tuition-free.  One of the 

programs which helps them to do that is the “adopt-a-student” 

program.  Congregations voluntarily support individual students with 

gifts that offset their costs. Hope is a small church but it shows its 
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commitment to developing future pastors by supporting two seminary 

students with gifts of $500 each.  If you would ever care to send them 

a note of encouragement, both are 2nd year students. 

 

Alexander Ogden 

6600 North Clinton Street, box 251 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825 

and 

Michael Ewert 

801 Seminary Place 

Clayton, MO 63105 

       Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Tim 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
On May 9th, 30 members of the congregation gathered to discuss 

goals which might shape Hope’s vision for the future. Forty ideas 

were suggested by the participants. The items below were the goals 

which had the most support by participants that evening: 

 

Youth Outreach (15 Votes) Dinner (Police, Fire, etc.) (13 Votes) 

Spiritual Assessment Survey (12 Votes) Young Families (VBS) (11 

Votes) Community Involvement VBS (9 Votes) Fall Festival (Band) 

(7 Votes) Pavilion (5 Votes) Prayer Garden (5 Votes) Visitors’ 

Packet (5 Votes) Electronic Sign (4 Votes) Sing at Funerals (4 

Votes)    
  

Now it's up to the Church Council to examine the goals raised and 

prayerfully discern what the Lord wants Hope to be and what we 

should focus our efforts upon doing.  This may take several months 

and will be presented again to the Voters as it takes shape.  Please 

pray for this church and its leadership as it takes these important 

steps. 

Paul Trettin, Congregation President 
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2022 CAR SHOW 

 
We are so excited to be able to have our FULL show again!  

Everything is coming along nicely, and it's going to be a wonderful 

time!  Mark your calendars and take as many flyers as you would like 

to give to family, friends, other car show fans and your favorite 

businesses!  We are pleased to welcome Officer Comp and K9 Jaxx 

from the Twin Lakes PD, and Deputy Rowe with his DARE car! 

 

See you all there for the fun! 

2022 Car Show Committee 
 

BRAT FRY 2022 

 

Thirty seconds after we got the last tent up for the start of our first 

Brat Fry of 2022 on May 21st the rains came, but that didn’t stop our 

magnificent volunteers! The rain was off and on the whole day, but 

we still managed to have a very successful sale with 100% of the 

profits going to the Twin Lakes Food Pantry. This year we are 

excited to help send our Confirmands to visit the Creation Museum 

http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/story/news/local/2015/08/04/wisconsin-rapids-veterans-groups-plan-brat-fries/31102683/
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and Ark Experience, along with our other Council-approved 

recipients. 

 

Throughout this wonderful fundraiser we have been blessed to have 

members donate cookies, bottled water, soda and chips to offset our 

expenses. We are hoping we can count on you again! If you are able 

to donate cookies (or any other baked items), please have them in 

baggies, 4 to a bag, at the church by 9AM the morning of the sale. 

We sell these for $1.00 per bag. We would also like to recruit some 

new faces. This is such a fun way to enjoy fellowship with our 

members and do the work of our Lord. If you are able to help, please 

meet at church the morning of the sale at 9AM to pack up. Or you 

can go directly to Berkot’s to set up. Our future dates are: June 25, 

July 23, August 20 and September 17.  

 

On another note, some of you may know that David and Jan Krueger 

are retiring in October and moving to Rhinelander, WI. We are 

hoping that someone will step up to take over this wonderful 

fundraiser in 2023. As always, all our work is done to the Glory of 

God! 

 

    Thank you from the Brat Fry Team. 
 

CHOIR NOTES 

 

 

It’s hard to believe another choir season has already gone by and we 

are now ready to take a break for the Summer!   Our last day to sing 

before the Summer off is June 19.  We look forward to coming back 

after Labor Day. 

 

http://westwaybaptist.com/events/adult-choir-practice-3-2018-01-28/
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Thank you to everyone who participated this year – we have been 

blessed with new members, and have been blessed to see our group 

grow in more ways than one – we have a group of strong, beautiful 

voices now numbering 13!  Every member's dedication, help, 

suggestions, and enthusiasm have been overwhelming!   A special 

thank you to George for accompanying us for the services and 

rehearsals, and to Nadine for keeping all of our music in order and 

filed. 

 

We will continue our rehearsals on Sundays at 8:15am.  Our next 

choir season will begin with rehearsal on Sunday, August 28, and 

we will sing for a service for the first time on September 18.  We 

will not practice on September 4, as this is Labor Day weekend.  

Special practice days and times will be talked about as we approach 

the holidays.  Hoping to begin work on selections for Christmas 

early, so please share your thoughts on anything you would like us to 

consider singing to celebrate Jesus' birth. 

 

If you are new to Hope, or a frequent visitor, like to sing and 

enjoy fellowship, please consider joining us.  You do not need to 

be a member of Hope to participate in the choir.  So, if you are 

interested, please let me know.    

 

Thank you and abundant blessings to everyone who supported and 

encouraged us – we always feel blessed to hear your kind words!   

We look forward to raising our voices to praise the Lord again very 

soon!  Enjoy a blessed Summer! 

 

Gail Feick 

Director 
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