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WELCOME 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ADVENT MIDWEEK 2 

DECEMBER 7, 2022 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Welcome to Advent! 

This is our second mid-week service in the Season of Advent, four weeks 

preparing ourselves for the great wonder of Christmas. Like Adam and Eve 

before them, Abram and Sarai also received a promise from the Lord 

concerning their descendants. God pledged that Abram’s offspring would be 

as numerous as the stars in the sky. But as this childless couple grew older, 

their patience with God’s promise grew thinner. Having decided to take 

matters into their own hands, Abram had a son by Hagar, a servant who was 

not his wife. Yet, in His grace and mercy, God still fulfilled the promise of 

another son, Isaac, born to impatient Abram and Sarai. Through him, in 

God’s perfect timing, the Lord would many years later send the child into the 

world that would fulfill in the fullest way the promises made to Abraham.  

That child was Jesus Christ.  All of this was part of the plan to eventually 

bring Christ into the world. 

WELCOME 
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OPENING HYMN 

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”            LSB 345 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:   Let us pray.  Oh Lord, You have graciously and in 

unimaginable love reached from Your place of divine transcendence 

to bring about the forgiveness and reconciliation of us, your 

rebellious creatures.  And in spite of Your active work to restore us, 

we resort again and again to wanting to do it ourselves.  We are 

impatient like Abram and Sarai before us, yet You still graciously 

keep Your promises to us just as You kept Your promise to them of 

a son and countless descendants. Enlighten our darkness by the light 

of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to 

our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation 

and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

 

HYMN 

 “O Light Whose Splendor”        LSB 891 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Genesis 16:1-16 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 

People:  Thanks be to God 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING        Galatians 4:21 – 5:1 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 

People:  Thanks be to God 

 

SERMON HYMN  

“In This Precious Baby Boy”           (Theme Song- sing ALL verses) 
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OFFERING 

 

PRAYER    (This is an echo prayer: The people repeat each line 

after the pastor prays it.) 

 

You made Abram rich and strong, 

You guided him as he traveled along. 

In Canaan he came to understand, 

That to his offspring You promised that land. 

If Abraham would look on high, 

And count the stars up in the sky; 

Or count the sands down by the sea, 

Then he would know of God’s decree; 

To Abram God would guarantee, 

His offspring even more would be. 

Now Abram’s wife when he had told her, 

She being old and he being older, 

So Sarai found this promise humorous, 

That they would have such fam’ly numerous. 

A scheme inside her mind was hatched, 

That with her maid he might be matched. 

Whenever we in human plans, 

Trust not in Your strength, but in man’s. 

By simple faith we should comply, 

Instead our lives all go awry. 

Help us Lord, doubts notwithstanding, 

Lean not to our own understanding: 

Trusting not in the arm of the flesh, 

But would You, faith in Your promise, refresh? 

Take us from our slavery, 

And by Your promise, set us free. 

(together) Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CLOSING HYMN  

“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night”      LSB 883 

 

 

Pastor:   Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

Organist:  George Kelm 
 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

WORSHIP: 

 

        Wednesday   Dec. 14 and Dec. 21: 

      6:00pm   Advent Supper 

                  7:00pm   Advent Worship 

  

Saturday      Dec. 24     7:00pm   Christmas Eve Worship 

         Sunday        Dec. 25     10:00am  Christmas Day Worship 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

      876 Lance Drive 

Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

                                        262-877-4381 

Website: hopetwinlakes.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


