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WELCOME 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

TWIN LAKES, WI 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD - CHRISTMAS EVE 

DECEMBER 24, 2022 

 

 
 

AS WE GATHER 

 

“Glory to God in the highest!” The expression of praise by the heavenly 

host on the night when Jesus was born into our world has echoed through 

the ages. As we gather for this most special day, we find joy in repeating 

the words of God’s heavenly messengers. The angels proclaimed a 

message of peace and good will, a word from God that was appearing in 

the Word made flesh—the baby Jesus born to bring the light of 

redemption to a people on earth lost in darkness. “Gloria in excelsis Deo!” 

Whether we are singing in English or Latin or some other language, the 

message of the words is what matters. We worship our Lord and rejoice in 

the gift to us from God at Christmas! 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC     6:45-7:00 

Christmas Songs and Carols: George Kelm 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

https://mylordkatie.wordpress.com/2017/12/05/merry-christmas-2017/glory-to-god-in-the-highest/
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OPENING HYMN     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”               LSB 379 

(Candles on the Advent Wreath are lit) 

 

 

PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray.   O God, You make us glad with the yearly 

remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  As 

we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we recognize this great faith 

that You have wrought in our hearts – and it is not enough but cries out 

for more and more!  Fill us freshly each day with sure confidence; and 

as we behold Him now with adoration and worship, increase in us to lift 

our eyes with that same worship when He comes to gather us to be with 

Him forever; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Congregation:  Amen 

 

 

LITANY 

Pastor:  Christmas is really all about God’s love and grace, given to us in 

the gift of the God-Become-Man, Jesus Christ. When we were separated 

from God by sin, He sought us out in love and desired to make us His 

children. Because we could not reach up to God, He reached 

down to us.  

Congregation:   This is the greatest news ever!  In Jesus Christ, God 

comes to be with us! As the Scriptures says: “The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 

– which means, “God with us.”  

Pastor:  What unsurpassable news indeed!  In Jesus Christ God comes 

not only to be with us but to make us own.  

Congregation:   He was called “Jesus” because He would save His 

people from their sins.  God did not spare His own Son, but gave 

Him up for us all.  



3 
 

Pastor:  What a miracle it is that God has taken on human flesh and 

become part of our world,  

Congregation:   So that he might redeem us and make us His own. 

Nothing in all the universe should fill us with more joy. 

 

 

HYMN           “Joy to the World”                                        LSB 387 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF THE PROPHETS 

Pastor:  “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.”  “After me comes 

one, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”  “The virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Immanuel.”  “To us 

a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be upon 

his shoulders.”  “A star shall come out of Jacob, a scepter will rise out of 

Israel.”  “But you O Bethlehem, Ephrathah, though you are small among 

the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler of 

Israel, whose origins are from of old from ancient times.” 

Congregation (from Hebrews 1 and 2): “In the past, God spoke to our 

forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 

but in these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he has 

appointed the heir of all things, and through whom he made the 

universe.”  “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 

word.” 

 

 

HYMN                 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   LSB 361 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF MARY        Reading: Luke 1:26-38 

Pastor:  26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 

city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was 
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Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 

Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried 

to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 

behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 

David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” 

 
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 

be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 

month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 

with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it 

be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 

 

CANTICLE  “Magnificat”     LSB 248 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF THE ANGELS                    Reading: Luke 2:1-14 

Pastor:  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to 

his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, 

the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 

with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will among 

men!” 

 

 

HYMN     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                         LSB 380 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF THE SHEPHERDS            Luke 2:15-20 

Pastor:  15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 

manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered 

at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC     “O Holy Night”  Tabra Gomski and Vicky Lewis                  

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and life everlasting. Amen 

 

OFFERING 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM       “Tell Me the Story of Christmas”     

 

 

HOPE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Our little skit this evening is a fanciful reminder that with all the 

secondary stories, sub-plots, so-called “Christmas Specials,” myths, 

traditions, and faux Christmas characters which emerge each year at this 

time, they must, in the end, serve the one Christmas story which is true, 

which is real, and which alone has the stamp of God’s core message to 

us at this season - the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

REFLECTIONS       Pastor Oswald 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  
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PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

People:  Amen.  

 

 

BENEDICTION    (Lights will be turned down) 

 

 

CANDLELIGHTING 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN            “Silent Night”           LSB 363 

The congregation will sing v.1.   

Then the Choir will sing verse one in German- those who know it are 

invited to join in.   

ALL together for vv. 2 &3 

 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC           George Kelm 

 

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH COPYRIGHT LICENSE NUMBER 

11156069. 

 

PLEASE TAKE HOME OUR ALTAR POINSETTIAS AFTER THE 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE TOMORROW MORNING AT 

10AM. 

 

Pastor:          Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

Pastor Emeritus:   Rev. Maurice Lind 

Choir Director:      Gail Feick 

Special Music Director:  Tabra Gomski 

Organist:               George Kelm 

Elves:                Emma Pferdmenges and Amanda Siemers 

Media:      Stan & Cheryl Grey, Brian & Amanda Larie, Josh Walton 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

876 Lance Drive, Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

262-877-4381 

Website: hopetwinlakes.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


