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WELCOME 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

SATURDAY DEC. 10/SUNDAY DEC. 11, 2022 

 

“VENGEANCE AND JOY” 

 

AS WE GATHER 

The prophet Isaiah encouraged his people by assuring them that God would 

bring about justice to His enemies. “Behold, your God will come with 

vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you” (Isaiah 

35:4). The heart of Isaiah’s promise is that through His justice, God will save 

us. God alone knows what is appropriate for each situation and what each 

person truly deserves. And ultimately, Christ’s coming will make all things 

right again. 

 

WELCOME 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN   “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”       LSB 515 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 100; 118:24 

 

Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made; 

People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

People: Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence 

with singing! 

 

Pastor: Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, 

and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His 

pasture. 

People: Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts 

with praise! 

 

Pastor: Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

People: For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures 

forever, and His faithfulness to all generations. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 
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word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 WORD  

 

KYRIE  

 
 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, Your kingdom is 

everlasting and Your promises are sure. Grant us grace to live with 

unfailing confidence, knowing that You will bring about that time 

when all of Your enemies are defeated and all of creation truly is at 

peace. This we ask for the sake of Jesus, our Savior and our King. 

People: Amen. 
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During the singing of the hymn, three candles on the Advent wreath 

are lighted. 
 

 

HYMN  “In Advent Hope”                      Tune:  LSB 442 

 

In Advent hope we gather And worship trustingly, 

Assured that Christ is coming To set His people free. 

Our Advent-hope hosannas Expectantly arise 

To Jesus Christ, the Savior Who comes from Paradise. 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  

  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1–10 (The desert 

shall rejoice and blossom.) 
 

35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

    the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2 it shall blossom abundantly 

    and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

    the majesty of our God. 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, 

    and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

    “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

    will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

    He will come and save you.” 
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5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 

6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

    and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

    and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 

    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8 And a highway shall be there, 

    and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. 

    It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

    even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.[a] 
9 No lion shall be there, 

    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

    and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

    they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

DUET ANTHEM:    “Here With Us”         Glover/Ingram/Yetton 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah35:1-10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-18329a
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EPISTLE   James 5:7–11 (An encouragement for Christians to wait 

for the Lord with patience) 

 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See 

how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient 

about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be 

patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.  
9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not 

be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an 

example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who 

spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed 

who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, 

and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 

compassionate and merciful. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                         (LSB p. 205) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the  

Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2–15 (Jesus speaks about John 

the Baptist.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he 

sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is 

to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus answered 

them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive 

their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 

and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 

them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A man  

dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in 

kings' houses. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 

tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare 

your way before you.’ 

11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen 

no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the 

Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and 

the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law 

prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he 

is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

                 LSB 345 

 

SERMON         Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 
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CREED The Third Article 

 

Pastor: The Third Sunday in Advent is a joy-filled Sunday in 

which we can thank God for His gracious plan for our 

salvation and for the Holy Spirit, who guides our lives of 

faith and joins us together in the community of the 

Church. We speak the words of the Third Article of the 

Apostles’ Creed with joyful confidence: 

 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but 

the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 

enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me 

in the true faith. 

 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 

sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and 

keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives 

all my sins and the sins of all believers. 

 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, 

and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

 

This is most certainly true. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

OFFERING 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  

Father, everlasting God, King of the universe and Lord of our lives.  

Mercifully grant that we ever trust in the graciousness of Your plan  

for our lives and await with hope our eternity to come in Your  

glorious presence. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all  

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,  

forevermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

SANCTUS “O Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”    TUNE: LSB 357 

O holy, holy, holy Lord,  

The God by heav’nly hosts adored, 

Both heav’n and earth Your glory show.  

Hosanna sing we to the Lord. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the  

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for  

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this  

cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the  

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  

Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI    “O Christ, the Holy Lamb of God”    TUNE:   

         LSB 357 

O Christ, the holy Lamb of God,  

Who takes away the whole world’s sin, 

Have mercy on us now, we pray,  

And grant Your heav’nly peace within. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN      “Who Is He In Yonder Stall” 

1 Who is he in yonder stall,  

at whose feet the shepherds fall? 

Who is he in deep distress,  

fasting in the wilderness? 
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Refrain: 

'Tis the Lord, O wondrous story!  

'Tis the Lord, the King of glory!  

At his feet we humbly fall,  

crown him, crown him, Lord of all! 

2 Who is he the people bless  

for his words of gentleness? 

Who is he to whom they bring  

all the sick and sorrowing? [Refrain] 

3 Who is he that stands and weeps  

at the grave where Lazarus sleeps? 

Who is he the gath'ring throng  

greet with loud triumphant song? [Refrain] 

4 Lo! at midnight, who is he  

prays in dark Gethsemane? 

Who is he upon the tree  

dies in grief and agony? [Refrain] 

5 Who is he that from the grave  

comes to heal and help and save? 

Who is he that from his throne  

rules thro' all the world alone? [Refrain] 

Author:  B.R. Hanby 

Reprinted under Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 
 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN   

“Lord, Let Your Servant Go in Peace”   TUNE: LSB 357 

 

 



13 
 

Lord, let Your servant go in peace,  

Your Word fulfilled within my sight. 

Salvation comes for all to see.  

For Israel, glory; Gentiles, light. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

All glory to the Father, Son,  

And Holy Spirit, with them one, 

As was in the beginning, now,  

And as the endless ages run. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord God, heavenly Father, ruler of all  

things, You have promised to return in Your appointed time to right  

all wrongs and defeat the power of sin, death, and Satan. Send Your  

Holy Spirit that, having now received this Holy Sacrament, we may  

joyfully continue our earthly pilgrimage until that time when we are  

gathered into Your heavenly kingdom to share in Your blessings for  

all eternity. This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 
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The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN   “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

             LSB 336, Sts. 1,2,4 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 

Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

• THERE WILL BE NO SATURDAY MORNING 

SERVICE ON DECEMBER 24. 

 

• VOTERS’ MEETING AND ELECTIONS:  The quarterly 

Voters’ Meeting will be held next Sunday, December 18. 

Election for a few Officer positions will be held at that 

time. See Paul Trettin or George Kelm if you are interested  

 

• ADVENT SUPPERS AND WORSHIP:  Please join us for 

Advent Supper and Worship each Wednesday through 

December 21. 

 

• CLOTHING DRIVE: We are holding a clothing drive to 

support the Sharing Center in Trevor for the cold weather 

months, now through February.  Any coats/jackets, winter 

clothing, mittens, scarves, hats, and socks, all sizes, in 

"good used" or new condition are appreciated!  

Blankets/throws/baby blankets are also very welcome.  

Donations can be left by the food pantry box in the 

narthex.   

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 

(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.   

We are not collecting prayer request cards.  

mailto:oswald1@charter.net
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• Preacher:            Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist (Sun.): Rev. Maurice Lind, Pastor Emeritus 

• Sat. Organist:     Lina Schaal 

• Sun. Organist:   George Kelm 

• Choir Director:  Gail Feick 

• Special Music Today:  Tabra Gomski & Vicky Lewis 

• A/V Team:          Stan & Cheryl Grey, Josh Walton 

            Brian & Amanda Larie 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY 

         Reader:  Paul Trettin 

 Communion:   Peter Voigt 

 Ushers:  Wayne Olsen & Nathan Olsen 

 Acolyte:  Nathan Olsen 

 Fellowship:      Phyllis Klen 

 

 

                 NEXT WEEK 

 Reader:  Amanda Siemers  

 Communion: Peter Voigt 

 Ushers:  Gail Feick & Dick Cooke 

 Acolyte:  Grace Urban 

 Fellowship: Dick Cooke 

                        

 

                                  BIRTHDAYS 

  12/13 Gary Schaetten 

  12/13 Arvella Muur 

  12/14 Bailey Tueting 

  12/15 Tara Jones 
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Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

12/12/22 – 12/18/22 

 

Monday:  6:00pm    Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday:    5:30pm   Confirmation Class 

            6:00pm   Advent Supper 

            7:00pm   Advent Worship 

 

Saturday:        9:30am   Worship Service 

           (No Sat. Service on Dec. 24) 

         10:30am   Women of Hope Meeting 

           

Sunday:           8:15am   Choir Rehearsal 

 9:00am   Worship Service  

10:20am   VOTERS’ MEETING 

           & Children’s Sunday School  
 

 

 


