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PASTOR’S CORNER:   
 

Of all the Christmas presents that you have ever 

opened, how many of the wrappings do you 

remember?  Perhaps I am like most people in that I 

have received presents that seemed wrapped in haste 

as well as others that clearly took lots of time.  

Perhaps the wrappings say something of the personality of 

the one giving the gift.  For some people, since it will be 

torn up and disposed of in seconds – practicality would 

dictate to just wrap it, tape it, stick a bow on it, and call it a 

day.  For others, the appearance is part of the experience – 

use expensive papers, wrap it tightly and neatly, attach 

elaborate and creative ribbons, ties, bows and even greenery, pinecones, 

bells and what have you.  Neither is wrong and neither is right, it’s just a 
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difference of style.  Early in life, I learned my dad’s penchant for detail 

and precision.  If he wrapped something with a paper that had a pattern, 

he would take the time to make sure that in all places where it was cut 

and taped, that the patterns continued on perfectly as if there were no 

seams.  It’s part of what made him who he is! 

 

Jesus had a “wrapping” of sorts.  We read in Luke 2 that after his birth, 

Mary wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.  The 

angel that appeared to shepherds let them know that the sign for them of 

the birth of Christ would be a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and 

lying in a manger. 

 

Now all sorts of things can be read into the wrapping (the “swaddling 

clothes”).  One can find the following claims on the internet.  That the 

swaddling clothes were actually the same thing as the burial cloths that 

were used in that day; thus the baby Jesus’ wrappings prefigured his 

death.  That the shepherds around Bethlehem were responsible for 

selecting the lambs without blemish used for sacrifices in the temple and 

that they wrapped the chosen lambs in cloth and placed them in 

mangers; thus the baby Jesus would be a sign to them that he was the 

lamb of God.  That swaddling clothes were hand embroidered clothes 

with the family’s insignia upon them; thus the baby Jesus’ swaddling 

clothes were a sign that he was fully accepted into the family of Joseph 

despite the shade of possible illegitimacy. 

All interesting ideas, but unfortunately skimpy on the 

historical evidences for their claims about how things 

were done back then.  One scholar examined as many 

references as he could find in ancient non-biblical 

Greek literature.  It seems most likely, that swaddling a 

baby was just something people did with newborns much as they might 

today – not to make the clothes too tight but to give just a little snugness 

which can be calming for the little one.  No special unusual meaning 

was needed. 

 

My 
beautiful 

grandson! 



What was the sign to the shepherds?  What would be unusual so as to 

mark for them that this was the right child?  Surely it was the fact of 

being placed in a manger.  They knew not to search the houses and inns, 

but the barns and stables.  The swaddling clothes meant that he was 

wanted, loved, and cared for.  The shepherds found the wrapped gift, 

and because they then knew what it contained, they glorified and praised 

God!  

      Your Brother in Christ, 

         Pastor Tim 

 

2023 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 

The Election of Officers will be held at the December 18th Voters’ 

meeting. If you would like to be added to the following list of 

candidates, please see me or President Paul Trettin: 

 

Vice-President  Gary Schaetten 

Evangelism  Paul Schneider 

Stewardship  George Kelm 

Director of Finance Dick Cooke 

 

George Kelm  

Stewardship Chairman 

 

    TASTY FELLOWSHIP 

 



Thank you to everyone who brought in baked goods to serve for our 

fellowship hour!  Our freezer can still use more, so if you like to bake 

(or find good sales on baked goods!) we would appreciate a few more. 

Please make sure your items have a date on them. If you might prefer to 

choose a Sunday to bring things in to serve that day (we won't pull from 

the freezer that week), please let Dawn or Dick know and we'll happily 

put you on the schedule. Thank you to all who help.  We are definitely a 

group who appreciates our snacks during Sunday School hour! 

    

                                                        Dawn Oswald 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for sharing your precious children with us as we share God's 

Word with them! 

On Christmas Eve, we will have our children's program, and we really 

hope you can attend.  Our children are working hard to practice their 

parts. Please practice the first verse of "Away in A Manger" with them 

at home, if you are able. Your children are so dear to us, and we 

teachers are excited and blessed as we see them learning their Bible 

stories each week!  

 

Tabra, Dawn, Jackie, and Amanda 
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A CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
 
1.) What does Jesus' other name, "Emmanuel", mean?

Son of God   

God with us 

He who is God 

Anointed One 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.) When Joseph first discovered that Mary was pregnant, he: 

Beat her 

Tore his robe 

No longer wished to marry her 

Rejoiced 

 

3.) Why did Joseph and Mary go to the city of David? 

To seek the prophet Simeon 

To pay taxes 

To visit Joseph's parents 

To celebrate their wedding 

 

4.) In what city was Jesus born? 

Bethlehem 

Cyprus 

Galilee 

Nazareth 

 

5.) Why were Mary and Joseph unable to stay in an inn? 

The innkeeper hated them 

There was no room for them 

All the inns were closed 

They didn't have enough money 

 

6.) With what did Mary wrap newborn Jesus? 

A blanket 

Swaddling 

A scarf 

Joseph's cape 

 

7.) After Jesus was born, where did Mary lay Him? 

In a pile of hay 

In a feeding trough 

On the ground 

She held him 

 

8.) What was the shepherds' initial reaction to the angel who visited them? 

They were excited 

They were angry 

They were afraid 

They were upset 
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9.) What did the angel tell the shepherds? 

How to recognize the newborn Savior 

All of this 

To not be afraid 

The location of the newborn Savior 

 

10.) Who visited Joseph, Mary, and Jesus on the night He was born? 

Wise men 

Shepherds and wise men 

Shepherds 

Shepherds, wise men, and all those dwelling in Bethlehem 

11.) The wise men traveled ________________ to Jerusalem. 

Northward 

Eastward 

Southward 

Westward 

 

12.) How many wise men brought gifts to Jesus? 

None 

The Bible never says 

2 

3 

 

13.) Who diligently asked the wise men about baby Jesus? 

King Herod 

King Elias 

King David 

King Pilate 

 

14.) Why did this man (Question 13) want to learn more about Jesus' whereabouts? 

He wanted to kill Jesus 

He wanted to worship Jesus 

He wanted Jesus to heal him 

He wanted to ask Jesus to be the heir  to his throne 
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15.) What guided the wise men to find Jesus? 

An angel 

A star 

Their dreams 

A dove 

16.) What gift did the wise men NOT give Jesus?   

 Frankincense 

Myrrh 

Silver 

Gold 

 

17.) What was Jesus' approximate age when the wise men presented Him with gifts?  

6 years old 

less than 2 years old 

12 years old 

10 years old 

 

18.) Why did Jesus' family flee Bethlehem? 

The Gentiles hated Joseph 

They couldn't pay all of their taxes 

The king of Jerusalem wanted to kill Him 

God would destroy it 

 

19.) To where did Jesus' family flee from Bethlehem? 

 

Greece 

Samaria 

Nazareth 

Egypt 

 

20.) When they returned, where did Jesus and His family dwell? 

Nazareth    Samaria 

Greece    Egypt 
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Listen to advice and accept instruction,  

that you may gain wisdom in the future. 

Many are the plans in the mind of 

a man, but it is the purpose of the                  

Lord that will stand. 

Proverbs 19:20-21 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church, 
I thank you for your continued support of my education as begin my second 

year at seminary. It allows me to study without taking on extra student 
loan debt, this is a great gift and I truly appreciate you and your help. I 
pray that you and your ministry is blessed as you have been a blessing to 

me. 
As I said in my previous letter I was preparing to try and survive the Saint 

Louis summer heat and humidity. I did survive although June and July 
were certainly much more hot than I am used to as we would regularly 
reach 100 degrees and it would stay warm during night. I have also learned 

that air conditioning is much more important down here than back home in 
Milwaukee. I worked full-time at the UPS Store which thankfully had great 

air conditioning which kept me cool as long as no one held the door open 
too long. But we have begun class and I have reduced my hours to focus on 
my studies. 

This semester I have a variety of courses, one of the most interesting has 
been the class on the Torah, where we look at the account of Exodus 
specifically. We have looked at the Exodus as a narrative and how it flows 

from Genesis and into the rest of the Bible. One other important class has 
been Worship and the Word as we learn about the Lutheran Theology of 

Worship and the history and development of it through the history of the 
Church. One thing that hag been repeatedly highlighted is how in the 
Worship it is really God's service to us in His Word and Sacrament as he 

gives us His gifts of faith, forgiveness of sins, and life. 
Outside of class I have been participating in Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace 
University to learn about managing debt and the importance of the Debt 

Snowball. I also have been playing intramural football and ultimate frisbee 
which have been great experiences to connect with the other classes as we 

compete for victory and fellowship. I have been helping at my church by 
leading a Bible Study on the Augsburg Confession as we approach the 
Reformation to see why the Reformation happened and our connection to 

the Church. All of these experiences help me grow and learn how to be a 
better pastor someday. So I thank you for your support again as you allow 

me to be here. God's Blessings. 

Speaking Christ, Michael Ewert 


