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WELCOME 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 9, 2021 

 

“Amazing Love” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

“In the sight of God” is a phrase used throughout Scripture. It reminds us of 

God’s unceasing care and concern for His creation. In Proverbs: “Let not 

steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; 

write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favor and good 

success in the sight of God and man” (Proverbs 3:3–4). All our life is in 

God’s amazingly loving sight as He watches over all His creation and 

especially over people.  
 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN      “The Love of God” 

 

1 The love of God is greater far  

than tongue or pen can ever tell; 

it goes beyond the highest star,  

and reaches to the lowest hell. 

The wand'ring child is reconciled  
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by God's beloved Son. 

The aching soul again made whole,  

and priceless pardon won. 

Refrain: 

O love of God, how rich and pure!  

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure— 

the saints’ and angels’ song. 

2 When ancient time shall pass away,  

and human thrones and kingdoms fall; 

when those who here refuse to pray 

on rocks and hills and mountains call; 

God’s love so sure, shall still endure, 

all measureless and strong; 

grace will resound the whole earth round— 

the saints’ and angels’ song. [Refrain] 

3 Could we with ink the ocean fill, 

and were the skies of parchment made; 

were ev’ry stalk on earth a quill, 

and ev’ryone a scribe by trade; 

to write the love of God above 

would drain the ocean dry; 

nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

though stretched from sky to sky. [Refrain] 

Frederick M. Lehman/Claudia Lehman Mays, 1917.  Public Domain. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 146:1–2, 5, 10 

 

Pastor: Praise the LORD! 

People: Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

 

Pastor: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

People: I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 

Pastor: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

People: whose hope is in the LORD his God. 

 

Pastor: The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all 

generations. 

People: Praise the LORD! 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins  and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
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innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 

 

Pastor: God is loving and merciful. He sees us with loving eyes 

and graciously hears our supplications. By the command 

of our Lord and as His called and ordained servant, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 WORD  

  

KYRIE  

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                         (LSB 817, Sts. 1 & 7) 

 

Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

Oh, victory! Loud shouting army! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

He has done marvelous things, 

I too will praise Him with a new song! 

 

Children of God, dying and rising, 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

Heaven and earth, hosts everlasting, 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

He has done marvelous things, 

I too will praise Him with a new song! 
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SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Risen and ascended Lord, while we were still  

in our sins, You chose us, laid down Your life for us, and called us  

friends. By Your great love for us, inspire us to love one another and 

to go out into the world to bear fruit according to Your promise; for  

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING Acts 10:34–48 (People from every nation are 

accepted by God.) 

34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he 

sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ 

(he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened 

throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that 

John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing 

all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And 

we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews 

and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 
40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not 

to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as 

witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  
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42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the 

dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all 

who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the 

circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift 

of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they 

were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 

Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these 

people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And 

he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM    “In Thee Is Gladness”     Lindemann/Gastoldi 

 

EPISTLE   1 John 5:1–8 (The victory of Christ overcomes the 

world.) 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of 

God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been 

born of him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, 

when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the 

love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been 

born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world 

except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
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6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the 

water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one 

who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that 

testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three 

agree.  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE Romans 6:9; John 16:33b    (spoken together) 

 

Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead 

Will never die again; death no longer has dominion over Him.  

Alleluia. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 

have overcome the world. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:9–17 (Obeying Christ’s commands 

and remaining in His love) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 
10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as 

I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 
11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 

that your joy may be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 

down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
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command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 

does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 

to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 

that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so 

that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 
17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill”  

LSB 698 

1 May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill 

And do on earth our Father's will 

As angels do above; 

Still walk in Christ, the living way, 

With all Thy children and obey 

The law of Christian love. 

2 So may we join Thy name to bless, 

Thy grace adore, Thy pow'r confess, 

From sin and strife to flee. 

One is our calling, one our name, 

The end of all our hopes the same, 

A crown of life with Thee. 

3 Spirit of life, of love and peace, 

Unite our hearts, our joy increase, 

Thy gracious help supply. 

To each of us the blessing give 

In Christian fellowship to live, 

In joyful hope to die. 
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SERMON      Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

CATECHISM  The Third Article 

 

Pastor: We learn from our First Reading today that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit was given to Gentiles as well as to Jews, 

which includes all the peoples of the world. Let us speak 

together the words of the Apostles’ Creed regarding the 

Third Person of the Holy Trinity. 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but 

the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 

enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me 

in the true faith. 

 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 

sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and 

keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives 

all my sins and the sins of all believers. 

 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, 

and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

 

This is most certainly true. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You 

have called us as Your people and have shown us Your amazing  

love in all our days. Assured of Your mercy, we come before You, 

asking that we would receive Your blessings with heartfelt  

thanksgiving. Pour out upon us the gift of Your Holy Spirit and  

grant that we may receive the body and blood of our Lord as a  

guarantee of our salvation and a foretaste of the feast to come in 

Your eternal kingdom. Together with angels and archangels and  

with all who rejoice in the courts of heaven, we praise Your glorious 

name: 

 

SANCTUS    “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”  

      (Sts. 1 & 5: LSB 940) 
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Holy God, we praise Thy name; 

Lord of all, we bow before Thee, 

All on earth Thy scepter claim, 

All in heav’n above adore Thee, 

Infinite Thy vast domain, 

Everlasting is Thy reign. 

 

Holy Father, Holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, 

Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery. 

  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 

14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the  

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for  

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this  

cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the  

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  

Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 

again. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Lord remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                      (LSB 948, St. 4) 

 

You take the whole world’s sin away; 

Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

You take the whole world’s sin away; 

O Lord, receive our prayer this day. 

From God’s right hand Your mercy send, 

To all the world Your grace extend. 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  
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- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not 
receiving Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those 
who must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others 
commune 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN:   “TO GOD BE THE GLORY” 

 

1. To God be the glory, great things He has done, 

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son. 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin 

And opened the life-gate that all may go in.   Refrain 1: 

 

Refrain 1: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

And give Him the glory, great things He has done! 

 

2. To God be the glory, great mercy He’s shown: 

He saved us and cleansed us and made us His own; 

Renewed by the Spirit, reborn from above, 

That we might be justified by His rich love! Refrain 1 

 

3. To God be the glory, His Word is great truth, 

Instructing and guiding since days of our youth: 

The Law to reprove, to correct, and to train; 

The Gospel to comfort, to heal and sustain. Refrain 1 
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4. To God be the glory, His greatness divine 

Now offers forgiveness with bread and with wine, 

And fed by His body and blood in this place, 

We taste and we see the Lord’s wonderful grace!  

                  Refrain 1 

     5. To God be the glory, great things He has done, 

     Our lives have been touched by the light of His Son— 

     Called out of the darkness of death and despair; 

     Made priests in His kingdom, His deeds to declare. 

Refrain 2 

 

   Refrain 2: 

   Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice! 

   Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice! 

   Sing praise to the Father, sing praise to the Son, 

   Sing praise to the Spirit—our God, Three in One! 
 

 

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820–1915, st. 1 and Refrain 1; Stephen P. Starke, sts. 2–5 and 

Refrain 2. Copyright © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

          

 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN  

“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”        (LSB 806) 

 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son, 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
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And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 
  

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, we thank You  

for having fed us with the body and blood of our Savior Jesus  

Christ. Help us by Your Holy Spirit that we continue in the  

fellowship of the Church and together with all the saints do the good  

works that You desire us to do, reflecting Your amazing love for us.  

This we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives  

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Pastor: Since 1870, the second Sunday in May has been  

designated as a time to honor mothers in the United States. In more  

recent times, expressions of appreciation and honor have been  

extended to grandmothers, great-grandmothers, and all women 

whose contributions to the well-being of children have enriched  
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society. Through the ages, many women have been remembered and 

honored by the Church. The hymn “For All the Faithful Women”  

celebrates Christian women throughout the centuries, thanking God 

for them. 

 

Several women commemorated in individual stanzas of “For All the  

Faithful Women” are honored for their examples of blessed  

motherhood. Bringing the remembrance to present times, a new  

stanza honors mothers from all times and places as “gifts among  

us.” 

 

The final stanza of “For All the Faithful Women” is a doxology,  

most appropriate this day to glorify God as we express our thanks 

for the faithful women in our lives and in the ongoing life of the 

Church. 

 

CLOSING HYMN   “For All the Faithful Women”      (LSB 855) 

 

For all the faithful women 

Who served in days of old, 

To You shall thanks be given;  

To all, their story told. 

They served with strength and gladness 

In tasks Your wisdom gave. 

To You their lives bore witness, 

Proclaimed Your pow’r to save. 

 

We thank You, Lord, for mothers 

Who Your great kindness share 

Through loving deeds for others 

As emblems of Your care. 

May we true honor show them 

And joyfully express 
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That they are gifts among us 

To cherish and to bless. 

All praise to God the Father! 

All praise to Christ the Son! 

All praise the Holy Spirit, 

Who binds the Church in one! 

With saints who went before us, 

With saints who witness still, 

We sing glad Alleluias 

And strive to do Your will. 

 
Stanza 2 text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing 

House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under Church 

Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

 

• Preacher:            Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist:     Rev. Maury Lind 

• Organist:            George Kelm 

• Choir Director:  Gail Feick 

• Reader:     Wayne Olsen 

• A/V Team:          Stan & Cheryl Grey,  Josh Walton 

            Brian & Amanda Larie, Patrick McShea  

• We are excited to announce that the brothers, sisters, and 

friends of Hope Lutheran Church have paid off the 

mortgage on the church building and property! We are 

going to celebrate this incredible blessing on Sunday, 

September 12, 2021, with a special worship service at  

10:00 AM, pig roast, and burning of the mortgage.  Be sure 

to save the date. 
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• A Lake Geneva Cruise is being planned for Saturday, June 

12, at 3:00 pm.  Cost is $34.00 for adults, $20.00 for 

children ages 4-17, under age 3 free. Please make checks 

payable to Hope Lutheran Church and write “Boat” on the 

memo line. Please Paul Trettin to sign up or if you have 

any questions.   

• There’s still time for join us for bowling on May 23 at  

5:00 pm @ Towne & Country Lanes 264 S. Pine Street, in 

Burlington.  Please contact Jim Tonkinson (773-275-4817) 

if you have any questions. 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 

(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.  We are 

not collecting prayer request cards.  

 

BIRTHDAYS 

    5/13  Larry Mueller 

    5/13  Paul Schneider 

    5/14  Stan Grey 

    5/14  Mary Hintz 

 

       Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

5/10/21 – 5/16/21 

  Monday:         6:30pm:   Council Meeting 

Wednesday:    6:30pm:     Bible Study:  

                                            “Predestination” 

Saturday:       9:30am:     Worship Service 

Sunday:          8:15am:     Choir Rehearsal 

9:00am: Worship Service: Sunday                                 

School children sing 

10:20am:   Bible Study: Book of    

                   Revelation and  

       Children’s Sunday School 

mailto:oswald1@charter.net

