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WELCOME 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 2, 2021 

 

“GROWING IN GRACE” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

The images Jesus uses as He proclaims the kingdom of God often come from 

the world of agriculture. His parables are filled with plants and trees and 

birds and animals. Grapes, grapevines, and vineyards are all used as 

illustrations by Jesus as He teaches the people who are His first hearers and 
us also. As people who have been grafted as branches into Christ the Vine 

through Holy Baptism, we seek ways to strengthen that connection as the 

Holy Spirit works in and through us. We now nourish our faith as branches in 

Christ’s vineyard as we grow in Him by Word and Sacrament. 
 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN    “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  

             (LSB 816) 

1 From all that dwell below the skies, 

Let the Creator's praise arise; Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let the Redeemer's name be sung 

Through ev'ry land by ev'ry tongue. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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2 Eternal are Thy mercies Lord; 

Eternal truth attends Thy Word; Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore 

Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 All praise to God the Father be, 

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee. Alleluia, alleluia!  

Whom with the Spirit we adore 

Forever and forevermore: 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 34:8; 104:24, 31; 147:11 

 

Pastor: The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 

People: in those who hope in His steadfast love. 

 

Pastor: Taste and see that the LORD is good! 

People: Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 

 

Pastor: O LORD, how manifold are Your works! 

People: In wisdom have You made them all. 

 

Pastor: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

People: may the LORD rejoice in His works. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 WORD  
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KYRIE  

 

 

  

HYMN OF PRAISE       (LSB 790, St. 1 & 5) 

 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear  Now to His temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 

 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen  Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Risen and ascended Lord, You are the vine,  

and we are the branches. Apart from You there is no life. By  

Baptism, You have grafted us into Your gracious life. Cause Your 

Word to abide in us and make us fruitful to the glory of Your Father,  

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  

and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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FIRST READING  Acts 8:26–40 (Philip witnesses about Jesus 

to the Ethiopian official.) 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the 

south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a 

desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a 

eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who 

was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 

worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was 

reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over 

and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 

Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 

And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the 

passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep 

he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is 

silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was 

denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken 

away from the earth.” 

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the 

prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then 

Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told 

him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the 

road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is 

water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he 

commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the 

water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they 

came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, 

and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he 

preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

EPISTLE   1 John 4:1–11 (An exhortation to lives of Christian love) 

4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out 

into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and 

every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the 

spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in 

the world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have 

overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the 

world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the 

world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever 

knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to 

us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 

whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who 

does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the 

love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 

Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is 

love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved 

us, we also ought to love one another.  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE Romans 6:9, John 14:23   (spoken together) 
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Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will 

never die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. 

Alleluia. If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My 

Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our 

home with him. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1–8 (Jesus says that He is the vine 

and His people are the branches.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every 

branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 

branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to 

you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 

in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 

and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 

can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away 

like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown 

into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide 

in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this 

my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be 

my disciples.”  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 



8 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Thine Forever, God of Love”    (LSB 687) 

1 Thine for ever! God of love, 

hear us from thy throne above; 

thine for ever may we be 

here and in eternity. 

2 Thine for ever! Lord of life, 

shield us through our earthly strife; 

thou the Life, the Truth, the Way, 

guide us to the realms of day. 

3 Thine for ever! O how blest 

they who find in thee their rest! 

Savior, guardian, heavenly friend, 

O defend us to the end. 

4 Thine for ever! Shepherd, keep 

us thy frail and trembling sheep; 

safe alone beneath thy care, 

let us all thy goodness share. 

5 Thine for ever! Thou our guide, 

all our wants by thee supplied, 

all our sins by thee forgiven, 

lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven. 

 

SERMON      Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CATECHISM      The Second Article 
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Pastor: As we celebrate the risen Christ this Easter season, we 

now speak together the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

regarding our Savior, the Second Person of the Holy 

Trinity. 

People: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 

was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 

virgin Mary, is my Lord,  

 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 

purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and 

from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, 

but with His holy, precious blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death, 

 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His 

kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 

innocence, and blessedness, 

 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all 

eternity. 

 

This is most certainly true. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You 

have graciously blessed us through the Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ,  

who has come in the flesh and for our sake died on the cross and  

rose from the dead to put an end to death. Rejoicing in our Baptism, 

which creates faith in our hearts and daily renews us, we laud and  

magnify Your holy name. With joy, we join in the unending praise  

of the angels and archangels and all the company of heaven. 

 

SANCTUS “Holy, Holy Lord Almighty”  (TUNE:  LSB 803) 

         

Holy, holy Lord almighty, 

You are Lord of life and light. 

Heav’n and earth are filled with glory, 

Glory You have shined in might. 

Shout hosanna! Shout hosanna! 
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Blest is He, the truth, light, way! 

Shout hosanna! Shout hosanna! 

Save us now, dear Lord, we pray. 
 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 

14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the  

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for  
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this  

cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the  

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  

Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 

again. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Lord remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to 

pray: 
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI       “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious”    

 (LSB 548, Sts. 1 & 3) 

 

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, victorious! 

Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life! 

Death hath now no power o’er us, 

Thou hast conquered in the strife. 

Thanks because Thou didst arise 

And has opened paradise! 

None can fully sing the glory 

Of the resurrection story. 

 

For the joy Thine advent gave me,  

For Thy holy precious Word; 

For Thy Baptism, which doth save me,  

For Thy blest Communion board; 

For Thy death, the bitter scorn, 

For Thy resurrection morn, 

Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, 

And in heav’n I shall behold Thee. 
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+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not 
receiving Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those 
who must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others 
commune 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“My Faith Has Found a Resting Place” 

1 My faith has found a resting place, 

from guilt my soul is freed; 

I trust the ever-living One, 

his wounds for me shall plead. 

Refrain: 

I need no other argument, 

I need no other plea, 

it is enough that Jesus died, 

and that he died for me. 
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2 Enough for me that Jesus saves, 

this ends my fear and doubt; 

a sinful soul, I come to him, 

he’ll never cast me out. [Refrain] 

3 My heart is leaning on the Word, 

the written Word of God, 

salvation by my Savior’s name, 

salvation thro' his blood. [Refrain] 

4 My great Physician heals the sick, 

the lost he came to save; 

for me his precious blood he shed, 

for me his life he gave. [Refrain] 

By Lidie H. Edmunds.  Reprinted under Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”                     (LSB 937) 

 

Lord, bid Your servant go in peace, 

Your word is now fulfilled. 

These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn 

This child so long foretold 

 

This is the Savior of the world, 

The Gentiles’ promised light, 

God’s glory dwelling in our midst, 

The joy of Israel. 

 

With saints of old, with saints to come, 

To You we lift our voice; 

To Father, Son, and Spirit blest 

Be honor, love, and praise. 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank You for having  

fed us with Your life-giving food. Strengthen us through the same  

and help us to rejoice in Your mercies that we grow daily as fruitful 

branches of Christ the Vine. Finally, in Your mercy, grant us a  

portion with the saints in light eternal. This we ask through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit are one God,  

world without end. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN   “On What Has Now Been Sown” (LSB 921) 

1 On what has now been sown 

Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow'r is Thine alone 

To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 

And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 
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2 To Thee our wants are known, 

From Thee are all our pow'rs; 

Accept what is Thine own 

And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 

And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

3 O grant that each of us, 

Now met before Thee here, 

May meet together thus 

When Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav'n, our home. 

E'en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

 

• Preacher:            Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist:     Rev. Maury Lind 

• Organist:            George Kelm 

• Choir Director:  Gail Feick 

• Reader:     Brian Larie 

• A/V Team:          Stan & Cheryl Grey,  Josh Walton 

            Brian & Amanda Larie, Patrick McShea  

 

• We are excited to announce that the brothers, sisters, and 

friends of Hope Lutheran Church have paid off the 

mortgage on the church building and property! We are 
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going to celebrate this incredible blessing on Sunday, 

September 12, 2021, with a special worship service at  

10:00 AM, pig roast, and burning of the mortgage.  Be sure 

to save the date. 

 

• A Lake Geneva Cruise is being planned for Saturday, June 

12, at 3:15 pm. See Paul Trettin if you are interested. 

 

• There’s still time for join us for bowling on May 23 at  

5:00 pm @ Towne & Country Lanes 264 S. Pine Street, in 

Burlington.  Please contact Jim Tonkinson (773-275-4817) 

if you have any questions. 

 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 

(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.  We are 

not collecting prayer request cards.  

 

BIRTHDAYS 

    5/3  Tami Voigt 

    5/6     Paisley Tonkinson 

    5/9     Katrina Howard 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

    5/2    Craig & Doris Kunz 

     5/8    Dick & Kay Cooke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:oswald1@charter.net
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       Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

5/3/21 – 5/9/21 

   

Monday:         7:00pm:      Midw. Creation Fellowship 

        Beautiful Savior Lutheran 

        Antioch, IL 

 

Wednesday:    8:00am:     Men’s Breakfast 

6:30pm:     Bible Study: “Free Will” 

  

 Saturday:       9:30am:     Worship Service 

 

 Sunday:          8:15am:     Choir Rehearsal 

9:00am:  Worship Service 

10:20am:   Bible Study: Book of    

                   Revelation and  

       Children’s Sunday School 
 


