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WELCOME 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 7, 2021 
 

 
 

“GOD’S WISDOM” 

AS WE GATHER 

 

When the Israelites were encamped by Mount Sinai, just out of slavery in 

Egypt and far from the Promised Land, God wisely gave them the Ten 

Commandments. They are engraved in our historic churches and capitol 

buildings. Their perfect demands require a Savior for us. Jesus was so jealous 

for God’s Law that He cleansed the temple before cleansing us of our sin by 

giving the temple of His body. In His wisdom, God did what we could not: 

He kept His own Law for us and then chose us to be the Body of Christ 

today. None of us has kept the commandments; we and our spiritual ancestors 

reflect our weaknesses in faith and action. But in the process, God’s wisdom 

shows forth: When we are weak, He is strong. Today is a day to boast about 

God’s grace and His Son, Christ crucified, the power and wisdom of God. 
 

WELCOME 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN    “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun”  

    (LSB 868) 
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1 Awake, my soul, and with the sun  

thy daily stage of duty run; 

shake off dull sloth, and early rise 

to pay thy morning sacrifice. 

2 Lord, I my vows to Thee renew. 

Disperse my sins as morning dew; 

guard my first springs of thought and will; 

and with Thyself my spirit fill. 

3 Direct, control, suggest, this day, 

all I design or do or say, 

that all my pow'rs, with all their might, 

in Thy sole glory may unite. 

4 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise Him all creatures here below; 

praise Him above, ye heav'enly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 19:12–14 

 

Pastor: When we use the Ten Commandments and other parts of 

the moral code as a mirror, we see that we have fallen 

from the perfection of God’s good creation and His 

perfect Law. Who can discern his errors? 
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People: Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 

 

Pastor: Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; 

People: let them not have dominion over me! 

 

Pastor: Our gracious Lord has promised full and free forgiveness 

to all who call out to our heavenly Father in His name. 

Let us therefore confess our sins to God, our heavenly 

Father. 

People: O God, we confess that we have sinned against You 

and one another in our thinking, speaking, and acting. 

Worse, in our fallen nature, we are sinful and unclean. 

But because You have graciously chosen us and 

worked faith in our hearts, we humbly ask for mercy 

for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Forgive, renew, 

and lead us in paths of righteousness. 

 

Pastor: The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than men. We preach Christ 

crucified, and for us the word of the cross is the power of 

God. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

Pastor: Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great 

transgression. 

People: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

heart be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock 

and my redeemer. 
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 WORD  

 

KYRIE 

 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of God’s whole creation, for the well-being 

of all whom He has chosen to preach Christ crucified, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their 

thanks for the blessings that flow from the cross of Christ, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have  

mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and  

bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace  

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word;  through Jesus  

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 20:1–17   (The Ten 

Commandments) 

20 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the LORD your 

God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 4 “You shall not make 

for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for 

I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those 

who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who 

love me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall 

labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the 

LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, 

or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your 

livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six 

days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy. 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long 

in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not bear false witness against 

your neighbor. 
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17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet 

your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or 

his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM   “What Wondrous Love Is This”     Busarow 

 

EPISTLE     1 Corinthians 1:18–31 (The foolish wisdom of God) 
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to 

us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I 

will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 

discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 

God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 

preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than men. 

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 

according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 

things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no 

human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of  
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him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 

written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE John 2:19   (spoken together) 

 

Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  John 2:13–25 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen 

and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15 And 

making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with 

the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-

changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold 

the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father's 

house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was 

written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing 

these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken 

forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three 

days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When 
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therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 

he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that 

Jesus had spoken. 

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many 

believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he 

knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for 

he himself knew what was in man. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word” 

           LSB 655  

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word;  

Curb those who by deceit or sword  

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son  

and bring to naught all He has done. 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known,  

for You are Lord of lords alone;  

Defend Your holy Church, that we  

May sing Your praise eternally. 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,  

Send peace and unity on earth;  

Support us in our final strife, 

And lead us out of death to life. 

 

SERMON        Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,   

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 

with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  

Father, everlasting God, for in wisdom, mercy, and love You sent  

Your Son into human flesh to die and rise on our behalf. Now Your 

great salvation may be proclaimed to all people in the preaching of 

Christ crucified, through whom with angels and archangels and with  

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious  

name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS         (LSB 507, St. 1 & 4) 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 
Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI       “The Lamb”        (LSB 547, Sts. 1 & 2) 

 

The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price! 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

 

The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering. 

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                    (LSB 425) 
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1 When I survey the wondrous cross 

on which the Prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

save in the death of Christ, my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them through his blood. 

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were a present far too small. 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 

  

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE          [St. 3, LSB 378] 

 

All blessing, thanks, and praise to Thee, 

Lord Jesus Christ, be given 

Thou hast my brother deigned to be, 

Thou Lord of earth and heaven. 

Help me throughout this day of grace 

To praise Thy love and seek Thy face; 

And when I stand before Thee 

Forever to adore Thee. 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, who sent Your Son into 

human history so that He could be given over to death as 

one of us, despised, and in weakness and lowliness, 

People: we give thanks that in giving us His body and blood in 

this Sacrament You have bestowed on us the blessings 

of forgiveness, life, and salvation. Accompany us as we 

leave that we may proclaim Christ crucified to all who 

do not yet know Your true wisdom, strength, and 

salvation; 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN   “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” (LSB 427) 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory,  

towering o'er the wrecks of time;  

all the light of sacred story  

gathers round its head sublime. 
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2 When the woes of life o'ertake me,  

hopes deceive, and fears annoy,  

never shall the cross forsake me.  

Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming  

light and love upon my way,  

from the cross the radiance streaming  

adds more luster to the day. 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,  

by the cross are sanctified;  

peace is there that knows no measure,  

joys that through all time abide. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

• Preacher:           Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist:     Rev. Maury Lind 

• Organist:            George Kelm 

• Choir Director:  Gail Feick 

• Reader:     Nadine Kelm 

• A/V Team:         Stan & Cheryl Grey, Josh Walton 
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• Bowling is back!  The following dates have been scheduled: 

March 14 & 28, April 11 & 25, May 23 (the 9th is Mothers’ 

Day) 5:00 pm @ Towne & Country Lanes 264 S. Pine 

Street, in Burlington. Please contact Jim Tonkinson (773-

275-4817) if you have any questions. 

• Our shut-ins always appreciate hearing from you:   

Diane Gaertner -The Bay at Burlington Health & Rehab 

Ctr. 677 E. State Street, Burlington, WI  53105 

Alma Paradies – 271 Quail Drive, Genoa City, WI  53128 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 

(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.  We are 

not collecting prayer request cards.  

 

BIRTHDAYS 

   3/7  Lee Peschke 

   3/8  Floyd Bergstrom 

   3/8  Wayne Olsen 

   3/11  Sarah Urban 

   3/12  Rick Cooke 

   3/12  Alma Paradies 

 

       Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

3/8/21 – 3/14/21 

   

  Monday:  6:30pm:   Council Meeting 

Wednesday:     4:30pm:     Confirmation Class 

   7:00pm:     Lenten Worship 

Saturday:        9:30am:     Worship Service 

Sunday:           8:15am:     Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 am:    Worship Service 

                           10:15 am:   Bible Study/Sunday School 
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