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“RETURN FROM BETRAYAL” 

In the Transfiguration hymn “Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory,” hymnwriter 

Thomas Troeger portrays the days of the Lord’s Passion as that time when 

Jesus’ disciples are to be “following the Savior Through the valley to the 

cross and . . . testing faith’s resilience Through betrayal, pain, and loss” (LSB 

416:2). The weekly reading of the Gospel account of Holy Week reveals how 

the disciples do and do not meet the challenges of following their Lord. The 

witness of Scripture also shows how in every situation Jesus remains faithful 

to His own even in the face of betrayal, pain, and loss. The season of Lent 

gives us the opportunity to reflect on our discipleship and to test the 

resiliency of our faith as well. 
 

OPENING HYMN “Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow” (LSB 880) 

1 Now rest beneath night's shadow The woodland, field, and 

meadow; 

The world in slumber lies. But you, my heart, awaking 

And prayer and music making, Let praise to your Creator rise. 
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2 The radiant sun has vanished, Its golden rays are banished 

From dark'ning skies of night; But Christ, the Sun of gladness, 

Dispelling all our sadness, Shines down on us in warmest light. 

3 Now all the heav'nly splendor Breaks forth in starlight tender 

From myriad worlds unknown; And we, this marvel seeing, 

Forget our selfish being For joy of beauty not our own. 

4 Lord Jesus, since You love me, Now spread Your wings above 

me 

And shield me from alarm. Though Satan would devour me, 

Let angel guards sing o'er me: This child of God shall meet no 

harm. 

5 My loved ones, rest securely, For God this night will surely 

From peril guard your heads. Sweet slumbers may He send you 

And bid His hosts attend you And through the night watch o'er 

your beds. 

OPENING AND CONFESSION 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who 

believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the 

Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

 

KYRIE (LSB, p. 152) 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P    Faithful God, through the ancient prophets You call us to 

return to You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let 

these Lenten days be a time when, remembering how You 

relentlessly return to us in mercy, we return also to You; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 

+ READINGS + 

 

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 15:12; 17:1–4 

P A reading from Second Samuel, the fifteenth and seventeenth 

chapters. 

 
12 And while Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent 

for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city 

Giloh. And the conspiracy grew strong, and the people with 

Absalom kept increasing. 
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1 Moreover, Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Let me choose 

twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue David 

tonight. 2 I will come upon him while he is weary and 

discouraged and throw him into a panic, and all the people 

who are with him will flee. I will strike down only the king, 3 

and I will bring all the people back to you as a bride comes 

home to her husband. You seek the life of only one man, and 

all the people will be at peace.” 4 And the advice seemed right 

in the eyes of Absalom and all the elders of Israel. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING Acts 3:14–19 

P A reading from Acts, the third chapter. 

 
14 “But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked 

for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the 

Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 

are witnesses. 16 And His name—by faith in His name—has 

made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith 

that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in 

the presence of you all. 

 17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, 

as did also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth 

of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He thus 

fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins 

may be blotted out.” 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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VERSE FOR LENT  (LSB, p. 157) 

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 18:1–11 

P A reading from St. John, the eighteenth chapter.  

 
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His 

disciples across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, 

which He and His disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who 

betrayed Him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there 

with His disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of 

soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 
4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to Him, came 

forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They 

answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am 

He.” Judas, who betrayed Him, was standing with them. 6 

When Jesus said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell 

to the ground. 7 So He asked them again, “Whom do you 

seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, 

“I told you that I am He. So, if you seek Me, let these men 

go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that He had spoken: “Of 

those whom You gave Me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon 

Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s 

servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was 

Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its 

sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given 

Me?” 
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P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN “Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing”         (LSB 421) 

 

1 Jesus, grant that balm and healing In Your holy wounds 

I find, 

Ev'ry hour that I am feeling Pains of body and of mind. 

Should some evil thought within Tempt my treach'rous heart 

to sin, 

Show the peril, and from sinning Keep me from its  

first beginning. 

 

2 Should some lust or sharp temptation Fascinate my  

sinful mind, 

Draw me to Your cross and passion, And new courage I  

shall find. 

Or should Satan press me hard, Let me then be on my guard, 

Saying, "Christ for me was wounded," That the tempter  

flee confounded. 

 

3 If the world my heart entices With the broad and easy road, 

With seductive, sinful vices, Let me weigh the awful load 

You were willing to endure. Help me flee all thoughts impure 

And to master each temptation, Calm in prayer and meditation. 

 

4 Ev'ry wound that pains or grieves me By Your wounds, Lord, 

is made whole; 

When I'm faint, Your Cross revives me, Granting new life to  

my soul. 

Yes, Your comfort renders sweet Ev'ry bitter cup I meet; 

For Your all atoning passion Has procured my soul's salvation. 
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5 O my God, my rock and tower, Grant that in Your death 

I trust, 

Knowing death has lost its power Since You crushed it in  

the dust. 

Savior, let Your agony Ever help and comfort me; 

When I die be my protection, Light and life and resurrection. 

 

SERMON                                             Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald  

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,   

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 

with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P With repentant hearts, let us turn to God in prayer for the 

Church, the world, and all who are in need, trusting that God is 

gracious and merciful to us in Jesus, abounding in steadfast 

love. 

 

For the Church, that this Lenten season draws us closer to God 

and to one another as we focus on Jesus’ redemptive acts for us 

and the life that He calls us to live—marked by repentance, 

fasting, prayer, and acts of love toward our neighbors. In 

prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For leaders throughout the world, that all leaders—national, 

regional, and local—serve with wisdom, uphold justice, and 

provide means of caring for those most vulnerable among us. In 

prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For those in our community who struggle with poverty, 

addiction, or unemployment, that during this Lenten time, You 

reenergize Your Church to serve them and love our neighbors 

in need as You loved and served the poor and outcast during 

Your earthly ministry. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For those who are sick, hospitalized, or dying, [including . . .], 

that they experience healing according to Your will, and that in 

the midst of their suffering they would experience the presence 

of Jesus in words of hope and acts of care. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 
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P For this congregation, that our intensified repentance, fasting, 

and prayer lead us to live in renewed ways, dying to sin with 

Christ in Holy Baptism each day, and being raised to new life 

as well every day and into eternity. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For our loved ones who faithfully followed Jesus in this life and 

are now with Him in heaven, we give thanks. Bring us to that 

day when all Your saints, past, present, and future, are returned 

to You for all eternity. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P By the words of the prophets and by the living voice of Jesus in 

our ears, You call us to return to You, O Lord. According to 

Your gracious mercy and abounding love, hear these prayers 

that we this day have spoken, as well as the prayers we have 

that are too deep for words; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,     

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;     

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS   

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION   

P The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN   “O Love, How Deep”   vv 1,2,5,6,7 (LSB 544) 

1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, Beyond all thought 

and fantasy,  

That God, the Son of God, should take Our mortal form for 

mortals' sake! 

2 He sent no angel to our race, Of higher or of lower place, 

But wore the robe of human frame, And to this world Himself 

He came. 

5 For us by wickedness betrayed,  For us, in crown of  

thorns arrayed,  

He bore the shameful cross and death; For us He gave His  

dying breath. 

 

6 For us He rose from death again; For us He went on high  

to reign;  

For us He sent His Spirit here  To guide, to strengthen, and  

to cheer. 
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7 All glory to our Lord and God For love so deep, so high,  

so broad; 

The Trinity whom we adore Forever and forevermore. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES AT 

7:00 PM EACH WEDNESDAY THROUGH MARCH 24. 

 

 

PASTOR:                   Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

ORGANIST:   George Kelm 

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Phone:  262-877-4381 

Website:   hopetwinlakes.org 

Facebook:  facebook.com/hopetwinlakes 


