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WELCOME 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 21, 2021 

 

“THE LOVE OF GOD WRITTEN  

UPON OUR HEARTS” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

 

The Israelites repeatedly had broken the covenants God made with them, and 

yet in today’s Old Testament Reading He promises a new covenant. This one, 

however, will not be based on the external Law of God; by pure grace, it will 

be written on the hearts of God’s people. To do that, God sent His Son, who 

paid for all sin by offering Himself as both priest and sacrifice. Although we 

are all imperfect, knowing that we have been forgiven only by the grace of 

God, we have the desire to love one another. As we recall our Lord’s Passion 

in the coming weeks, we will recognize that love means forgiving, giving 

oneself for others. Jesus puts it bluntly in the Gospel: The greatest in the 

kingdom of God is the one who serves all the others. And, of course, the 

greatest is our Lord Jesus, who loves us to death. 

 

WELCOME 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN   “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”    (LSB 704) 
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 1 Renew me, O eternal Light, 

And let my heart and soul be bright, 

Illumined with the light of grace 

That issues from Your holy face. 

2 Remove the pow'r of sin from me 

And cleanse all my impurity 

That I may have the strength and will 

Temptations of the flesh to still. 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, 

That gladly I obey Your Word. 

Let what You will be my desire, 

And with new life my soul inspire. 

4 Grant that I only You may love 

And seek those things which are above 

Till I behold You face to face, 

O Light eternal, through Your grace. 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Jeremiah 31:31, 33; Mark 10:43–44 

 

Pastor: The days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 

make a new covenant. 

People: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts. 

Pastor: And I will be their God, 

People: and they shall be My people. 
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Pastor: Whoever would be great among you must be your 

servant, 

People: and whoever would be first among you must be slave 

of all. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 

Pastor: Bearing our sins and in need of a Savior, let us go to our 

heavenly Father, asking for forgiveness. 

 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: God promised in the new covenant, “I will forgive their  

iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” In the sacrifice of 

Himself, Jesus, being perfect, “became the source of eternal  

salvation.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the  

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 WORD  

KYRIE 

 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: For peace in our hearts, knowing that salvation is sure, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For peace among the nations and the growth of the 

Church in faith and numbers, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the Church here and wherever God’s people gather 

for praise and worship, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, who has revealed to us  

Your great love in Christ our Savior and written Your covenant on  

our hearts, grant us such faith that our daily joy is in sharing Your  

love in what we think, say, and do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one  

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:31–34 (A new 

covenant is coming, written on people’s hearts.) 

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 

Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the 

day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 

declares the LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my 

law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each 

one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the 

LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I 

will remember their sin no more.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM      “The Old Rugged Cross”           Bennard 

 

 

EPISTLE     Hebrews 5:1–10 (Jesus was both one-time priest and 

sacrifice, dying for all.) 

5 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act 

on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for 

sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he 

himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to 

offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the 

people. 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when 

called by God, just as Aaron was. 
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5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but 

was appointed by him who said to him, “You are my Son, today I 

have begotten you”; 6 as he says also in another place, “You are a 

priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 

with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from 

death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was 

a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being 

made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who 

obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the order of 

Melchizedek. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

VERSE Mark 10:45 (spoken together) 

 

Even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 

give His life as a ransom for many. 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:32–45    (Jesus teaches about true 

greatness.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

32 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 

walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who 

followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell 
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them what was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to 

Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief 

priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and 

deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him and spit 

on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and 

said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of 

you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 

one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not 

know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I 

drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 
39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, 

“The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with 

which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right 

hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it 

has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be 

indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and 

said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority 

over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would 

be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be 

first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man 

came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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SERMON HYMN   “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” 

                                                                                 (LSB 857) 

 

1 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

Each serve the other’s need. 

 

2 You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, 

But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood; 

In lowliness You died. 

 

3 No golden scepter but a towel 

You place within the hands  

Of those who seek to follow You 

And live by Your commands. 

 

4 You bid us bend our human pride 

Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task 

That waits the gift of love. 

 

5 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

Each serve the other’s need. 

 

 

SERMON         Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,   

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 

with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
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Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  

Father, everlasting God, who did not leave Your will for us an  

external, condemning law, but placed it on our hearts so that by faith  

we might desire to serve You and our neighbors in love; through  

Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your  

glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS    “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”  

    (Sts. 1 & 5: LSB 940) 

 

Holy God, we praise Thy name; 

Lord of all, we bow before Thee, 

All on earth Thy scepter claim, 

All in heav’n above adore Thee, 

Infinite Thy vast domain, 

Everlasting is Thy reign. 

 

Holy Father, Holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, 

Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 
Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI         (Tune:  LSB 702) 

 

O Lamb of God, we pray: 

Take all our sins away— 

Our faith increase. 

Have mercy on us all, 

Strengthen us when we fall, 

Answer our fervent call 

And grant us peace. 
 

Text: Dorothy Schultz. © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission. 

Tune: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792–1872. Public domain 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Your Table I Approach”                                (LSB 628) 
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1 Your table I approach; Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 

Let not an unrepentant heart Prove hurtful to me there. 

2 Lord, I confess my sins And mourn their wretched bands; 

A contrite heart is sure to find Forgiveness at Your hands. 

3 Your body and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me, 

Are taken at Your table, Lord, In blest reality. 

4 Search not how this takes place, This wondrous mystery; 

God can accomplish vastly more Than what we think could be. 

5 O grant, most blessed Lord, That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament Raise doubt within my mind. 

6 Oh, may I never fail To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, O God, my peace and light. 

 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN 

“Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”               (LSB 643) 

 

Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

The Supper is ended, O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 

With praise and thanksgiving, To God ever living, 

The tasks of our everyday life we will face. 

Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring, 
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Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

With Your feast You feed us, With your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

   

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, gracious God, that 

You have refreshed us in body and spirit through the gift of this  

Sacrament, and we implore You that of Your mercy, You would 

strengthen us to share Your covenantal blessings in love with the  

people we encounter each day;  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our  

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The blessings of God—the Father, who loved us so much 

that He gave His only Son for us; the Son, who became 

one of us to die for us; and the Holy Spirit, who has 

worked faith in us that we might be active in love—be 

with you, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                   

      (LSB 700, Sts. 1,3,4) 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,  

joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling,  

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion,  
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pure, unbounded love thou art. 

Visit us with thy salvation; 

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver,  

let us all thy life receive. 

Suddenly return, and never,  

nevermore they temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing,  

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,  

glory in thy perfect love. 

4 Finish, then, thy new creation;  

true and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation  

perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory,  

till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee,  

lost in wonder, love and praise. 

DISMISSAL 

 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Church Copyright 

License Number 11156069. 

 

 

• Preacher:           Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist:     Rev. Maury Lind 
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• Organist:            George Kelm 

• Choir Director:  Gail Feick 

• Reader:     Mike Gomski 

• A/V Team:         Stan & Cheryl Grey, Josh Walton 

 

• Bowling is back!  The following dates have been scheduled: 

March 14 & 28, April 11 & 25, May 23 (the 9th is Mothers’ 

Day) 5:00 pm @ Towne & Country Lanes 264 S. Pine 

Street, in Burlington. Please contact Jim Tonkinson 

 (773-275-4817) if you have any questions. 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 

(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.  We are 

not collecting prayer request cards.  

 

BIRTHDAYS 

   3/23  Arlene Meyer 

   3/25  Yecenia Medina 

 

       Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

3/22/21 – 3/28/21 

  Monday:          6:00pm:     Women of Hope Meeting 

Wednesday:     4:30pm:     Confirmation Class 

   7:00pm:     Lenten Worship 

 

Saturday:        9:30am:     Worship Service 

 

Sunday:           8:15am:     Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 am:    Palm Sunday &  

                   Confirmation Worship  

                           10:20 am:   Bible Study/Sunday School 
 

mailto:oswald1@charter.net

