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“RETURN FROM DENIAL” 

In one of the classic hymns associated with the season of Lent, Scottish-born 

writer James Montgomery, author of over four hundred hymns, penned this 

thoughtful prayer: “In the hour of trial, Jesus, plead for me Lest by base 

denial I depart from Thee” (TLH 516:1). Although the language of the hymn 

reflects the era in which it was written almost two hundred years ago, the 

central concern is as valid today as it was when the stanza was written. The 

phrase “base denial” calls to mind the disciple Peter, who disowns his Lord 

while in the courtyard of the house of the high priest. At times in our lives, 

we may be tempted to deny our Lord and to act as though our faith is not 

central to who we are. It is then that we can draw strength from remembering 

the forgiveness won for us by our suffering Lord, who calls us even from 

“base denial” to return to Him. 

 

OPENING HYMN      “In the Hour of Trial”               (TLH 516) 
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1 In the hour of trial, Jesus, plead for me 

Lest by base denial I depart from Thee. 

When you see me waver, With a look recall, 

Nor for fear or favor Suffer me to fall. 

2 With forbidden pleasures Should this vain world charm 

Or its tempting treasures Spread to work me harm, 

Bring to my remembrance Sad Gethsemane 

Or, in darker semblance, Cross-crowned Calvary. 

3 Should your mercy send me Sorrow, toil, and woe, 

Or should pain attend me On my path below, 

Grant that I may never Fail your cross to view; 

Grant that I may ever Cast my care on you. 

4 When my life is ending, Though in grief or pain, 

When my dust returneth To the dust again, 

On your truth relying, Through that mortal strife, 

Jesus, take me, dying, To eternal life. 

 

OPENING AND CONFESSION 

            

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our 

salvation. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who 

believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the 

Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

 

KYRIE (LSB, p. 152) 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P    Faithful God, through the ancient prophets You call us to 

return to You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let 

these Lenten days be a time when, remembering how You 

elentlessly return to us in mercy, we return also to You; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 

+ READINGS + 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 59:1–3, 12–13 

P A reading from Isaiah, the fifty-ninth chapter. 

 
1 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot 

save, or His ear dull, that it cannot hear; 2 but your iniquities 

have made a separation between you and your God, and your 

sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear. 
3 For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers 

with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies; your tongue mutters 
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wickedness. 12 For our transgressions are multiplied before 

You, and our sins testify against us; for our transgressions are 

with us, and we know our iniquities: 13 transgressing, and 

denying the LORD, and turning back from following our God, 

speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from           

the heart lying words. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING                                           1 Peter 5:6–10 

P A reading from First Peter, the fifth chapter. 

 

 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of 

God so that at the proper time He may exalt you, 7 casting all 

your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you. 8 Be sober-

minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 

firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering 

are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 

world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of 

all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 

will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE FOR LENT  (LSB, p. 157) 
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C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                       Luke 22:54–62 

P A reading from St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter.  

 
54 Then they seized Him and led Him away, bringing Him 

into the high priest’s house, and Peter was following at a 

distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of 

the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among 

them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light 

and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with 

Him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know 

Him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, 

“You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 
59 And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, 

saying, “Certainly this man also was with Him, for he too is a 

Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you 

are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still 

speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and 

looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the 

Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows 

today, you will deny Me three times.” 62 And he went out and 

wept bitterly. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

LENT RESPONSORY (LSB, p. 231) 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my 

salvation. 
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C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who 

rise against me. 

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my 

God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who 

rise against me. 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my 

salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who 

rise against me. 

 

HYMN     “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”               (LSB 437) 

1 Alas! and did my Savior bleed,  

and did my Sovereign die! 

Would he devote that sacred head  

for sinners such as I? 

2 Was it for crimes that I have done,  

he groaned upon the tree?  

Amazing pity! Grace unknown!  

And love beyond degree! 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide,  

and shut its glories in,  

when God, the mighty maker, died  

for his own creature's sin. 

4 Thus might I hide my blushing face  

while his dear cross appears;  

dissolve my heart in thankfulness,  

and melt mine eyes to tears. 



8 

 

5 But drops of tears can ne'er repay  

the debt of love I owe.  

Here, Lord, I give myself away;  

'tis all that I can do. 

SERMON                                             Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald  

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,   

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 

with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P With repentant hearts, let us turn to God in prayer for the 

Church, the world, and all who are in need, trusting that God is 

gracious and merciful to us in Jesus, abounding in steadfast 

love. 

 

For the Church, that this Lenten season draws us closer to God 

and to one another as we focus on Jesus’ redemptive acts for us 

and the life that He calls us to live—marked by repentance, 

fasting, prayer, and acts of love toward our neighbors. In 

prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For leaders throughout the world, that all leaders—national, 

regional, and local—serve with wisdom, uphold justice, and 

provide means of caring for those most vulnerable among us. In 

prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For those in our community who struggle with poverty, 

addiction, or unemployment, that during this Lenten time, You 

reenergize Your Church to serve them and love our neighbors 

in need as You loved and served the poor and outcast during 

Your earthly ministry. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For those who are sick, hospitalized, or dying, [including . . .], 

that they experience healing according to Your will, and that in 

the midst of their suffering they would experience the presence 

of Jesus in words of hope and acts of care. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 
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P For this congregation, that our intensified repentance, fasting, 

and prayer lead us to live in renewed ways, dying to sin with 

Christ in Holy Baptism each day, and being raised to new life 

as well every day and into eternity. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For our loved ones who faithfully followed Jesus in this life and 

are now with Him in heaven, we give thanks. Bring us to that 

day when all Your saints, past, present, and future, are returned 

to You for all eternity. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P By the words of the prophets and by the living voice of Jesus in 

our ears, You call us to return to You, O Lord. According to 

Your gracious mercy and abounding love, hear these prayers 

that we this day have spoken, as well as the prayers we have 

that are too deep for words; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,     

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;     

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 



11 

 

BENEDICAMUS   

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION   

P The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN    “Glory Be to Jesus”                  (LSB 433) 

1 Glory be to Jesus, who, in bitter pains 

poured for me the lifeblood from his sacred veins! 

2 Grace and life eternal in that blood I find; 

blest be his compassion, infinitely kind! 

3 Blest thro' endless ages be the precious stream 

which from endless torments did the world redeem! 

4 Abel's blood for vengeance pleaded to the skies; 

but the blood of Jesus for our pardon cries. 

5 Oft as earth exulting wafts its praise on high, 

angel hosts rejoicing make their glad reply. 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, swell the mighty flood, 

louder still and louder praise the precious blood! 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR LENTEN AND EASTER WORSHIP 

SERVICES AS FOLLOWS:  

 

Wednesday March 24     7:00 pm    Lenten Worship 

Thursday April 1             7:00 pm   Maundy Thursday Worship 

Friday April 2                  7:00 pm    Good Friday Worship 

Sunday April 4                 7:00 am    Easter Sunrise Worship 

                                           9:00 am    Easter Worship 

 

 

PASTOR:                   Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

ORGANIST:   George Kelm 

 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

876 Lance Drive, Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

Phone:  262-877-4381 

Website:   hopetwinlakes.org 

Facebook:  facebook.com/hopetwinlakes 
 


