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“RETURN FROM FALSE WITNESS” 

One of the most straightforward sayings in the Book of Proverbs states, “A 

faithful witness does not lie, but a false witness breathes out lies” (Proverbs 

14:5). A word of false witness can direct a series of actions in a deviant and 

destructive path. We find that negative action happening in the Passion 

account of our Lord, where we see Jesus standing before Caiaphas with a 

series of false witnesses seeking to defame the holy, innocent Lamb of God 

with untruths and lies. False witness can be a deadly weapon. Whenever we 

ask, as did the psalmist, “O Lord, open my lips” (Psalm 51:15), may what we 

then express always be true witness set in speech that declares the praises of 

God.                                                                                              

 

OPENING HYMN    “O Blessed Light, O Trinity”     (LSB 890) 
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1 O blessed Light, O Trinity, 

O everlasting Unity: 

As now the fiery sun departs, 

Send forth Your light into our hearts. 

 

2 To You our morning song of praise, 

To You our evening prayer we raise; 

We praise Your light in ev’ry age. 

The glory of our pilgrimage. 

 

3 All glory be to God above 

And to the Son, the Prince of love, 

And to the Spirit, One in Three! 

We praise You, blessed Trinity. 

 

 

OPENING AND CONFESSION 
 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our 

salvation. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who 

believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the 

Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

 

KYRIE (LSB, p. 152) 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P    Faithful God, through the ancient prophets You call us to 

return to You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let 

these Lenten days be a time when, remembering how You 

elentlessly return to us in mercy, we return also to You; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 

+ READINGS + 

 

FIRST READING Leviticus 24:13–16 

P A reading from Leviticus, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

 
13 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 14 “Bring out of 

the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him lay 

their hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone 

him. 15 And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever 

curses his God shall bear his sin. 16 Whoever blasphemes the 

name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the 

congregation shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the 

native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.” 
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P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING Acts 22:12–16 

P A reading from Acts, the twenty-second chapter. 

 
12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well 

spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, 13 came to me, and 

standing by me said to me, “Brother Saul, receive your sight.” 

And at that very hour I received my sight and saw him. 14 And 

he said, “The God of our fathers appointed you to know His 

will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from His 

mouth; 15 for you will be a witness for Him to everyone of 

what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you wait? 

Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on His 

name.” 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE FOR LENT  (LSB, p. 157) 

 

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 26:57–68 

 

P A reading from St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter. 
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57 Then those who had seized Jesus led Him to Caiaphas the 

high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 

And Peter was following Him at a distance, as far as the 

courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the 

guards to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole 

Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they 

might put Him to death, 60 but they found none, though many 

false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and 

said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, 

and to rebuild it in three days.’” 62 And the high priest stood 

up and said, “Have You no answer to make? What is it that 

these men testify against You?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. 

And the high priest said to Him, “I adjure You by the living 

God, tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus 

said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on 

you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power 

and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest 

tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What 

further witnesses do we need? You have now heard His 

blasphemy. 66 What is your judgment?” They answered, “He 

deserves death.” 67 Then they spit in His face and struck Him. 

And some slapped Him, 68saying, “Prophesy to us, You 

Christ! Who is it that struck You?” 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

LENT RESPONSORY  

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my 

salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who 

rise against me. 
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P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my 

God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who 

rise against me. 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my 

salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who 

rise against me. 

 

HYMN       “Christ, the Life of All the Living”   

                                                                      (LSB 420 Sts. 1,2,3,5) 

 

1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving 

To the darkest depths of woe; 

Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 

I eternal life inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee 

Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 

O Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 

From the bonds of sin forever. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
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3 Thou hast borne the smiting only 

That my wounds might all be whole; 

Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 

Rest to give my weary soul; 

Yea, the curse of God enduring, 

Blessing unto me securing, 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

 

SERMON                                            Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald    

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,   

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 

with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
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crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P With repentant hearts, let us turn to God in prayer for the 

Church, the world, and all who are in need, trusting that God is 

gracious and merciful to us in Jesus, abounding in steadfast 

love. 

 

For the Church, that this Lenten season draws us closer to God 

and to one another as we focus on Jesus’ redemptive acts for us 

and the life that He calls us to live—marked by repentance, 

fasting, prayer, and acts of love toward our neighbors. In 

prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For leaders throughout the world, that all leaders—national, 

regional, and local—serve with wisdom, uphold justice, and 

provide means of caring for those most vulnerable among us. In 

prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 
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P For those in our community who struggle with poverty, 

addiction, or unemployment, that during this Lenten time, You 

reenergize Your Church to serve them and love our neighbors 

in need as You loved and served the poor and outcast during 

Your earthly ministry. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For those who are sick, hospitalized, or dying, [including . . .], 

that they experience healing according to Your will, and that in 

the midst of their suffering they would experience the presence 

of Jesus in words of hope and acts of care. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For this congregation, that our intensified repentance, fasting, 

and prayer lead us to live in renewed ways, dying to sin with 

Christ in Holy Baptism each day, and being raised to new life 

as well every day and into eternity. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P For our loved ones who faithfully followed Jesus in this life and 

are now with Him in heaven, we give thanks. Bring us to that 

day when all Your saints, past, present, and future, are returned 

to You for all eternity. In prayer, 

C we return to You, O Lord. 

 

P By the words of the prophets and by the living voice of Jesus in 

our ears, You call us to return to You, O Lord. According to 

Your gracious mercy and abounding love, hear these prayers 

that we this day have spoken, as well as the prayers we have 

that are too deep for words; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,     

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;     

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS   

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION   

P The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN    “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”       (LSB 423) 

1 Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life's desert dreary, 

Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, 

Gazed upon the sinner's fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

You have borne the pain of all. 
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2 Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 

See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us 

Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace hath taught us 

Calms the sinner's deep distress. 

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning 

To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never 

From the blessed Savior's side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, 

Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES AT 

7:00 PM EACH WEDNESDAY THROUGH MARCH 24. 

 

PASTOR:                   Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

ORGANIST:   George Kelm 

 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

876 Lance Drive, Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

Phone:  262-877-4381 

Website:   hopetwinlakes.org 

Facebook:  facebook.com/hopetwinlakes 


