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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

EASTER FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE NOSE 

Let’s face it.  Why do computers and ipads and televisions 

seem so much more interesting than church services?  It’s because 

they engage predominantly the visual senses and church engages 

predominantly the auditory senses.  Oh to be sure, the church tries to 

engage what we see with the colors of the paraments, banners, 

stained glass, etc.; but all that is a drop in the bucket next to the fact 

that mostly in church we are being invited to – LISTEN.  The words 

of the pastor and the music engage the ear.  As has been said before, 

a picture is worth a 1000 words.  So the constant “pictures,” changing 
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images, myriad colors, and fast-paced motion consume attention 

much more readily than another string of words. 

I heard it said once that part of the reason churches can’t 

compete with television is that TV programs can put on a $750,000 

program each week that someone can watch in a box that costs $750, 

while churches put on a $750 program each week that people have to 

watch in a building that costs them $750,000.  The insight there is 

that for most people, it is about “watching.” 

Sound may be important to us, but our sense of vision seems to 

demand our interest even more intensely.  This fact makes it all the 

more important that our minds stay in the driver’s seat and not let our 

senses have control of what we take into ourselves.  God’s Word tells 

us that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ 

(Rom 10:17) and reminds us that we did not receive the Holy Spirit 

by works of the law but by hearing with faith (Gal 3:2).  Hearing 

seems to be preeminent in how we encounter God.  Let’s not only 

affirm that but let’s discipline our eyes to subordinate their insatiable 

appetite for more imagery. 

Yet in this interchange between our two dominant senses, less 

consideration is spent on our other senses.  One often forgets the role 

of taste, though that is part of worship too.  In the sacrament, Christ 

gives us his body and blood in the forms of bread and wine.  I suspect 

that one reason communion is so important to people is that it 

engages even our taste in the reception of God’s grace.  (It’s one 

reason why I cannot get too excited about the tasteless, 

manufactured, communion wafers that are commonly used.  I’d give 

them up in a heartbeat for some homemade, unleavened, flatbread to 

be torn off in pieces and distributed by the pastor.) 

The other sense with less attention is smell (there simply is not 

room here to delve into “touch”).  When I lost my sense of smell 

during a short bout with the Covid-19, it reinforced how much it adds 

to life’s enjoyment without our realizing it.  Smell means more than 

we might suppose.  One of my favorite memories of Easter is 
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walking into the church first thing Easter morning and smelling all 

the flowers that had been brought in for our triumphant celebration.  

There are few fragrances the make me stop and close my eyes the 

way hyacinths do. 

Our sense of smell can cement memories into our minds, good or 

bad, in a way that seems disproportionate to the lesser emphasis we 

tend to place upon it among our various senses.  Whether it is Easter 

morning flowers or the scent of perfume from your first kiss, our 

noses make the memory much stronger.  Conversely, once our noses 

draw in the fact that there is a dead toad in the shed or that our new 

puppy couldn’t wait until we returned home, well, bad experiences 

seem more vivid too. 

 

Jews did not embalm dead bodies the way Egyptians did.  It was one 

reason they buried the dead on the day of death.  So Jesus had to be 

buried before the Sabbath began that Friday evening when they 

would be prohibited from working.  Consequently, it was clearly 

done in haste.  The Jews washed the bodies of the dead, used 

aromatic spices to mask the odor, and tightly bound the body with 

clothes.  John 19:39 lets us know that Nicodemus had already given 

75lbs of myrrh and aloes for the burial of Jesus in the tomb owned by 

Joseph of Arimathea; but clearly all the preparations had not been 

made because on the morning following the Sabbath, the women 

went to the tomb with spices to complete the preparation (Mark 

16:1).   

I have heard the Easter story so often, I know that when they arrived 

at the tomb, Jesus would not be there.  He was risen.  So I had never 

pondered before what must have been in the minds of those women.  
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They were coming to anoint and prepare a body which had been dead 

already for a couple of days.  They would be washing the emaciated 

wounds of a man beaten and tortured to death, speared in the side so 

that fluids ran out.  They expected to find a dead Jesus, but when I 

considered that they also had to have some expectation of the odors 

that could have met them as they entered the enclosed tomb, the 

disgusting thought brought new garishness to the idea that he was 

dead. 

 

Yet they were not greeted by the lingering smells of death.  Jesus was 

alive.  We are told that in his post-resurrection appearances, his 

followers saw him, they heard him, and they were invited to touch 

him.  We are not told if they “smelled” him, and of course the very 

thought is crudely odd isn’t it?  Yet doesn’t it seem likely that all 

their senses came together in reinforcing that he was alive?  Paul uses 

smell as a metaphor in II Corinthians 2. 

. . . thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in 

triumphal procession, and through us spreads the 

fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we 

are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are 

being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one 

a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance 

from life to life. 

Ah, the fragrance of life!  If only we could bottle that or distill it into 

an essential oil.  Of course Paul’s point is metaphorical, but the 

metaphor of smell only makes sense if a fragrance can, in fact, be 

imagined to be so wonderful that it is the very opposite of death.  The 

bible often employs metaphors that rely upon scent such as:   



 5 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God (Eph 5:2); As a pleasing aroma I will accept you 

(Ezek 20:41); Let my prayer be as incense before you (Ps 141:2); 

golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints 

(Rev 5:8).  If smell is not a real thing in eternity, these all lose their 

meaning: But I am quite certain that the sense of smell not only 

endures into eternity, but that it shall be so acute and other-worldly, 

that no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him (I Cor 2:9).    

In heaven, not only will there be no bad smells, but we should expect 

that the good smells will serve to reinforce our perception of 

heaven’s delights just as smells do here on earth, except that the scale 

is immeasurably greater. 

So next time you close your eyes and just pause a moment to breathe 

in the bouquet of something utterly delightful, imagine what it will be 

one day to close our eyes after the resurrection of the dead, and 

“breathe” in the fragrance of life.   

Pastor Tim Oswald 
      

 
A very special thank you to our live-streamers Stan and Cheryl, who 

have added coming over to tape our children’s Sunday School 

lessons, right after class.  Our teacher, Jan, re-reads our lesson, and 

we share our visual aids, crafts, and games. The link to this is posted 

on Hope’s Facebook page and on You Tube shortly afterward. Please 

check out what our children’s Sunday School is up to!  Perhaps share  
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it on your own Facebook page, for many others to see.  We are also 

practicing a song, which we will sing in church shortly.  We are truly 

LOVING sharing God’s Word with your precious children! They are 

a blessing!   

       Dawn Oswald    

 

WOMEN OF HOPE 

 
Spring is just around the corner, and hopefully the Women of Hope 

will be able to continue to make a difference in the lives of others 

through our prayers and projects. 

 

The response to our special Countdown to Christmas project and 

“Shower” for A Place of Refuge was overwhelming!    Thanks to 

everyone who helped! 

 

Our March meeting will be on Monday, March 15th at 6:00pm in 

the fellowship area upstairs at church, and we will begin with a 

Lenten devotion.  Because some activities are still being restricted, 

we will discuss which of our usual Spring/Summer projects we will 

want to move forward with.  If you are a new member or frequent 

visitor, we would love to have you come to the meeting so we can 

get to know you better – and you can get to know us and more 

about what we do! 

 

May God bless you during the season of Lent as we reflect on what 

God has done for us, and on Easter, as we rejoice in our risen Lord! 

 
 

Gail Feick 

President 
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FROM A PLACE OF REFUGE 
 

Dear Most Generous Women of Hope and Congregation of Hope 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

 

God loves a cheerful giver! 

WOW! You not only richly blessed us with all the essentials for our 

precious babies and mothers but you gave us a monetary donation 

that we can prayerfully use also. The prayer shawls are gorgeous and 

soft! They will make a lovely addition to our essentials gift baskets to 

ALL those inquiring about our program. You have made an impact 

through your donation that will be multiplied as only God can do. 

Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus and for partnering 

with us in this way. 

Blessings! 

A Place of Refuge 

 

LWML CONVENTION 

“Running the Race – Looking to Jesus” 

 

The Women of Hope plan to attend the National Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League Convention to be held June 24-27, 2021. 
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We invite you to come to Lexington, the heart of the Bluegrass 

Region of Kentucky and the home of legendary horses. Big Lex will 

welcome you to Lexington, the Horse Capital of the World. You will 

be surrounded by rolling hills of pristine bluegrass countryside, 

where you will find more than 450 horse farms. Awesome LWML 

activities will take place in Lexington, and you will find many of 

them listed in the current issue of the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly. 

Check out the convention speakers, housing and registration 

information, tour opportunities, Gifts from the Heart, and more! 

This will be fun, spiritually uplifting, and a great bonding opportunity 

for Women of Hope!  Please talk to Tami Voigt who can give you all 

the information.  Tami- 262-359-1595. 

CHOIR NOTES 

 

   

2021 is going by so fast, and I can hardly believe that we are over 

half way through our choir year already!  God continues to bless our 

church with a wonderful group of people who enjoy singing and 

fellowship, our accompanist, George, and Nadine, who files tons of 

sheet music and makes sure our selections are shown in the bulletin. 

 

In February, we were blessed with a new member – Georgann 

Johnson.  Welcome, Georgann, we are so happy you are with us! 

 

Our rehearsal time has changed to 8:15am on Sunday mornings, and I 

hope this is working out better since we are all already here for the 

service.  Wednesday evenings during Lent and Advent were getting 

pretty late after the midweek services, and the evening time was 

http://westwaybaptist.com/events/adult-choir-practice-3-2018-01-28/
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making it more difficult for those who live farther away or work an 

early morning schedule to come to practice.   

 

In addition to our regular bi-weekly schedule, we will sing on Palm 

Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday service.  

Practice during Holy Week will be at 6:30pm on the days of the 

services, and at 8:30am on Easter.  There will be no rehearsal the 

Sunday after Easter, as we all deserve a break! 

 

If you are new to Hope, or a frequent visitor, and like to sing, 

please consider joining us.  You do not need to be a member of 

Hope to participate in the choir.   So, if you are interested, please 

let me know.  You will easily be able to catch up with where we are 

in the music as we learn together, and enjoy some fun times and 

fellowship.   

 

God's blessings to all for the Lenten and Easter seasons!  
 

   Gail Feick, Director 

 

TASTY FELLOWSHIP 
 

 
 

Our “Tasty Fellowship” thanks you!  Thanks to your generosity, our 

freezer downstairs is quite full of cakes, cookies, and even some 

delicious Kringles! Thank you to everyone who donated—goodies 

just kept appearing!  For future reference, we can always use cheese 
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or sausage bites for the refrigerator (because they are such a favorite 

item), as well as plastic forks and 6 inch cake plates. Many thanks 

also, to the new ladies who have offered to work as servers! Your 

help is VERY much appreciated.  Please see me if you might be 

interested in serving as well. Serving the treats is super easy and a 

great way to get to know the wonderful people of our church. Masks 

and gloves are required for serving, please.  Thank you again, to all 

who have shared their time, labor, and love for baking! 

Dawn Oswald  (oswald8079@gmail.com or 757-450-0889) 
 

BRAT FRY 2021 

 

Despite the Corona Virus pandemic, Hope Lutheran Church’s 

summertime fundraiser was again a great success! 

 

Our mask-clad volunteers served up hundreds of delicious brats and 

hot dogs to our eager and hungry customers. We were able to donate 

100% of our profits to the following charities: Twin Lakes Food 

Pantry, LCMS Disaster Relief, Immanuel Lutheran Church Mission 

Trip and Missionary Wokoma in Nigeria, while perpetuating Hope’s 

mission statement of sharing the Word of God. We will be donating 

to these same recipients in 2021 and also including A Place of 

Refuge, as approved by the Church Council.  

 

Berkot’s is again graciously allowing us to sell in their parking lot, 

and these are the 2021 dates for which we have been approved: 

May 22, June 26, July 17, August 14 and September 11. 

 

mailto:oswald8079@gmail.com
http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/story/news/local/2015/08/04/wisconsin-rapids-veterans-groups-plan-brat-fries/31102683/
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As always, we would greatly appreciate any monetary donations to 

offset our costs for supplies, condiments, soda, buns, and brats/hot 

dogs. We have the greatest volunteers, but can always use more 

hands to help. We could not do this without you! If you can help in 

any way, please contact David and Jan Krueger. 

 

      Thank you! 

      The Brat Fry Committee 

 

 

EASTER HUMOR 
 

A church arranged for a special Easter concert by a musical group 

called “Resurrection.”  Unfortunately, there was a terrible snowstorm 

so the church’s website added a large header on the home page that 

read “Resurrection cancelled.” 

 

 

 

 


