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WELCOME 
SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY 

JANUARY 17, 2021 

 

“Valuable Lives” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

God loves, nurtures, sustains, and designs all life. In the beginning, He 

fashioned man much the same way a potter shapes a lump of clay with His 

hands. Then God bestows upon this man the breath of life. In spite of God’s 

unrivaled gift of life, man rebelled, and the consequence brought the curse of 

death. Even in the midst of these seemingly insurmountable repercussions, 

God redeems humankind and perpetuates eternal life. His Word makes this 

clear. Vulnerable lives are of extraordinary worth, including the foreigner, the 

widow, the orphan, and the unborn. God loves children and rejoices in their 

life! 

 

WELCOME 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN     “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 

                                                                  (LSB 358 Sts. 1–3, 13–15) 
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1 From heav’n above to earth I come 

to bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 

Whereof I now will say and sing. 

2 To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child, of lowly birth, 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

3 This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 

Who in all need shall aid afford; 

He will himself your Savior be 

From all your sins to set you free. 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 

 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 

 

INVOCATION  

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION    1 Corinthians 6:9–11;  

        Psalm 139 

Pastor: In the New Testament, the apostle Paul wrote to people 

who lived lives not unlike ours. He admonished them with these 

harsh words: “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 

the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually 

immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 

revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.” But Paul 

wasn’t done after condemning these “social issues.” He then 

continues, “And such were some of you. But you were washed, you 

were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 

 

In this Spirit, let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

People: O Lord, You have searched me and You know me. 

Before a word is on my tongue You know it completely. Where 

can I go from Your Spirit? Where can I flee from Your 

presence? If I go up to the heavens, You are there; if I make my 

bed in the depths, You are there. Search me, O God, and know 

my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is 

any offensive way in me, forgive me for Jesus’ sake, and lead me 

in the way everlasting. 

 

Pastor: The Lord has searched us and knows us. Even the 

darkness of sin is not dark to Him. God’s Word sheds light on our 

sins but also on His grace and forgiveness, through the life of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. Having heard your confession, as a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Jesus Christ gave His life so that you can live—forgiven, 

abundantly, and eternally. 

People: Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

KYRIE  

 
 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE          (LSB page 204) 

Gloria in Excelsis                                        Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 
1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

Good-will from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing— 

Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

 

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 

O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

Where You in Pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high— 

 

3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Lord God, Your Son came among us to 

serve and not to be served, and to give His life for the sins of the 

world. Lead us by His love to serve those to whom the world offers 

no comfort and little help. Through us give hope to the hopeless, 

love to the unloved, peace to the troubled, and rest to the weary; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING     Exodus 1:15-22 

15 Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of 

whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 “When you serve 

as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if 

it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 
17 But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt 

commanded them, but let the male children live. 18 So the king of 

Egypt called the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done 

this, and let the male children live?” 19 The midwives said to 

Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian 

women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife 

comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives. And the 

people multiplied and grew very strong. 21 And because the 

midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22 Then Pharaoh 

commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews 

you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING    Psalm 27:4-14 

7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer 

me! 8 You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your 

face, LORD, do I seek.”  9 Hide not your face from me. Turn not your 

servant away in anger, O you who have been my help. Cast me not 

off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 10For my father and my 

mother have forsaken me, but the LORD will take me in. 

11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path 

because of my enemies. 12 Give me not up to the will of my 

adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, and they 

breathe out violence. 13 I believe that I shall look upon the goodness 

of the LORD in the land of the living! 14 Wait for the LORD; be 

strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE    I Peter 2:16    (spoken together) 

 

People: Alleluia. Sweep over us O God, with your Spirit, that 

we would not use our freedom to do evil but to do good. Alleluia. 

 

 

THIRD READING   Isaiah 49:1-23 

 1Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from 

afar. The LORD called me from the womb, from the body of my 

mother he named my name. 2 He made my mouth like a sharp 

sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished 

arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 3 And he said to me, “You are 

my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4 But I said, “I have 
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labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet 

surely my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my 

God.” 

5 And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be 

his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be 

gathered to him—for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 

and my God has become my strength—6 he says: “It is too light a 

thing that you should be my servant “It is too light a thing that you 

should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring 

back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the 

nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 7 Thus 

says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one 

deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: 

“Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate 

themselves; because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of 

Israel, who has chosen you.” 8 Thus says the LORD: “In a time of 

favor I have answered you; in a day of salvation I have helped you; I 

will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people, to establish 

the land, to apportion the desolate heritages, 9 saying to the 

prisoners, ‘Come out,’ to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ They 

shall feed along the ways; on all bare heights shall be their pasture; 
10 they shall not hunger or thirst, neither scorching wind nor sun 

shall strike them, for he who has pity on them will lead them, and by 

springs of water will guide them. 11 And I will make all my 

mountains a road, and my highways shall be raised up. 
 

12 Behold, these shall come from afar, and behold, these from the 

north and from the west, and these from the land of Syene.” 
13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O 

mountains, into singing! For the LORD has comforted his people and 

will have compassion on his afflicted. 14 But Zion said, “The LORD 

has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me.” 15“Can a woman 
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forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the 

son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you.  

 
16 Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your 

walls are continually before me. 17 Your builders make haste; your 

destroyers and those who laid you waste go out from you. 18 Lift up 

your eyes around and see; they all gather, they come to you. As I 

live, declares the LORD, you shall put them all on as an ornament; 

you shall bind them on as a bride does. 19 “Surely your waste and 

your desolate places and your devastated land—surely now you will 

be too narrow for your inhabitants,  and those who swallowed you 

up will be far away. 20 The children of your bereavement will yet say 

in your ears: ‘The place is too narrow for me; make room for me to 

dwell in.’ 21 Then you will say in your heart: ‘Who has borne me 

these? I was bereaved and barren, exiled and put away, but who has 

brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; from where have these 

come?’” 22 Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I will lift up my hand 

to the nations, and raise my signal to the peoples; and they shall 

bring your sons in their arms, and your daughters shall be carried on 

their shoulders. 23 Kings shall be your foster fathers, and their 

queens your nursing mothers. With their faces to the ground they 

shall bow down to you, and lick the dust of your feet. Then you will 

know that I am the LORD; those who wait for me shall not be put to 

shame.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SERMON HYMN     “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”         LSB 740 
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1 I am Jesus' little lamb,  

Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me,  

Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me ev'ry day the same, 

Even calls me by my name. 

2 Day by day, at home, away, 

Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 

Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go 

Where the quiet waters flow. 

3 Who so happy as I am, 

Even now the Shepherd's lamb? 

And when my short life is ended, 

By His angel host attended, 

He shall fold me to His breast, 

There within His arms to rest. 

 

SERMON               Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT  

Pastor: You shall not murder.  What does this mean? 

 

People: We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or 

harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in 

every physical need. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor: O God, You are the Author of Life. 

People: Grant that all may respect the blessing of Your gift of 

life. 

Pastor: O God, change or circumstance does not diminish Your 

gift of life. 

People: Help all people to see that the value of human life does 

not vary. 

Pastor: O Giver of Life, grant Your mercy to those who take life 

into their own hands. 

People: Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive them, for 

they do not fully know what they do. 

Pastor: Father, to those who are troubled by a haunting sense of 

guilt, 

People: bring them the redeeming, healing love of Christ. 

Pastor: Father, You have freed us from a life of death and 

despair. 

People: By the power of Christ’s resurrection help us to 

rejoice in the forgiveness of sins and to live a life of 

love. 

Pastor: Compassionate Christ, give us all a heart for the unborn, 

the developmentally disabled, the aged, and all in need of 

a special measure of love. 

People: Be their rock and fortress and encourage us to love 

them as You do. 

Pastor: Compassionate Christ, use us as instruments of Your 

seeking and saving love. 

People: Empower us, by Your Spirit, to nurture our children 

that they will grow in grace and the knowledge of the 

Lord that You may be glorified from one generation 

to the next. 
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Pastor: As you have granted life to all people who are made in 

your image, we acknowledge that because sin has entered the world 

and death through sin, all of us are dying.  We long one day to put 

on our new resurrection bodies which will be free from sin, death, 

and decay, but in the meantime, as we suffer in this fallen world, we 

look to you to heal and restore as evidences and signs that the 

Kingdom has begun.  And so we pray for ____________.  Do your 

good and gracious will in our midst and hasten the promise of your 

return when all your people shall be free forever of these infirmities, 

and enjoy the coming of what your Word tells us is “the perfect.” 

People: Amen. 

 

 SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what 

had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have 

made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 

substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of 

Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS        (LSB page 208) 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 
Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  
remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI        (LSB page 210) 

 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

  

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 
By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Children of the Heavenly Father”        (LSB 725) 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

safely in His bosom gather. 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven 

such a refuge e’er was given. 

2 God His own doth tend and nourish, 

in His holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things He spares them, 

in His mighty arms He bears them. 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

from the Lord His children sever. 

Unto them His grace He showeth, 

and their sorrows all He knoweth. 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh. 

His the loving purpose solely 

to preserve them pure and holy. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS       (LSB page 211) 

O Lord, now let Your servant depart in heav’nly peace, 

For I have seen the glory of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son, 

All glory to the Spirit, forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, is now, shall ever be, 

God’s triune name resounding through all eternity. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for 

sending Your Son to lay down His life, so that we may have life, 

before taking it back up again. Thank You for touching us with 

Your gracious and forgiving presence in this Holy Meal. Strengthen, 

lead, and guide us by Your Spirit as we strive to live a life worthy of 

the calling we have received through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

People:     Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CLOSING HYMN       “Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit”    

             (LSB 746  Tune: LSB 644)  

1 Through Jesus' blood and merit 

I am at peace with God. 

What, then, can daunt my spirit, 

However dark my road? 

My courage shall not fail me, 

For God is on my side; 

Though hell itself assail me, 

Its rage I may deride. 



16 
 

2 There's nothing that can sever 

From this great love of God; 

No want, no pain whatever, 

No famine, peril, flood. 

Though thousand foes surround me, 

For slaughter mark His sheep, 

They never shall confound me, 

The vict'ry I shall reap. 

3 For neither life's temptation 

Nor death's most trying hour 

Nor angels of high station 

Nor any other pow'r 

Nor things that now are present 

Nor things that are to come 

Nor height, however pleasant, 

Nor darkest depths of gloom 

4 Nor any creature ever 

Shall from the love of God 

This ransomed sinner sever; 

For in my Savior's blood 

This love has its foundation; 

God hears my faithful prayer 

And long before creation 

Named me His child and heir. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

• Preacher:           Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist:     Rev. Maurice Lind 

• Organist:            George Kelm 

• Reader:     Peter Voigt 
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• A/V Team:         Stan & Cheryl Grey 

• Our shut-ins always appreciate hearing from you:   

Diane Gaertner -The Bay at Burlington Health & Rehab 

Ctr. 677 E. State Street, Burlington, WI  53105 

Alma Paradies – 271 Quail Drive, Genoa City, WI  53128 

• Please call or e-mail Pastor Oswald (oswald1@charter.net) 

with your prayer requests.  We are not collecting prayer 

request cards.  

 

• A FAITH THAT STANDS UP TO CHALLENGES 

Wed, Jan 20, 6:30-7:20 (In the Sanctuary) 

“Apologetics: Introduction to the Soundness of What We 

Know” - Pastor Tim Oswald 

 

Wed, Jan 27, 6:30-7:20 (In the Sanctuary) 

“Standing Firm: Christian Response to Hostility and 

Persecution”- Pastor Maurice Lind 

 

Wed, Feb 3, 6:30-7:20 (In the Fellowship Hall) 

“Bible Prophecies Fulfilled: Scripture’s Truthfulness 

Demonstrated” - Mike Gomski 

 

Wed, Feb 10, 6:30-7:20 (In the Sanctuary) 

“A Musical Foray into Our Experiences with Christ” -  

Pastor Oswald and George Kelm 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

   1/19  Gail Feick 

   1/21  Debbie LaMere 

   1/21  Amanda Siemers 

   1/22  Linda Tieman 

         

mailto:oswald1@charter.net
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  Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

1/18/21 – 1/24/21 

 

  Wednesday:     4:30pm:     Confirmation Class 

   6:30pm:     Bible Study 

    

Saturday:        9:30am:     Worship Service 

 

Sunday:           8:15am:     Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 am:    Worship Service 

                           10:15 am:   Bible Study 

  Children’s Sunday School 

  
 

 


