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WELCOME 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

DECEMBER 26, 2021 
 

 
 

“PREPARED FOR HEAVEN!” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

Are you prepared for heaven? Admittedly, this is an odd question when we 

are celebrating Jesus’ birth. Yet, Jesus was born to die to save His people 

from their sins. As Simeon held the Christ Child, he couldn’t help but say, 

“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your 

word,” while also telling Mary, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 

and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed.” That opposition 

eventually brought about His death on a cross. Yet, Jesus was born to die and 

rise to life again so that all who believe in Him might live! That is the best 

Christmas gift ever. 
 

WELCOME 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN     “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                  

                                                                                           LSB 367 
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 124:8; 130:3, 

adapt. 

 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor: If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are sinful and 

unclean. We have taken for granted the free gift of 

salvation You give us through Jesus. Help us to focus 

on the reason for the season, the birth of Your Son. 

Forgive us, O God, and let us depart in peace, 

according to Your Word, for the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus, who came to save us from our sins. 

 

Pastor: Receive the free gift that Jesus offers: the forgiveness of 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of our newborn 

King, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Thank You, Jesus! Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

KYRIE 

 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of our newborn King, which is beyond our 

understanding, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For our salvation from Christ, the Prince of Peace, for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the Holy Christian Church, for we have seen Your 

salvation that You have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE      “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”      LSB 393 

 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You  

wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more  

wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be  

alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one  

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 (The 

Israelites are to consecrate their firstborn to the Lord.) 

13 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. 

Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, 

both of man and of beast, is mine.” 3 Then Moses said to the 

people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you 

out from this place.  

 11 “When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he 

swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you shall 

set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn 

of your animals that are males shall be the LORD's. 13 Every firstborn 

of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem 

it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons 

you shall redeem. 14 And when in time to come your son asks you, 

‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand 

the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 For 

when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all 

the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the 

firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males 

that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CAROL:    “The Birthday of a King” 

 

In the little village of Bethlehem,  

there lay a Child one day. 

And the sky was bright with a holy light  

o’er the place where Jesus lay. 

Alleluia! O how the angels sang, Alleluia! How it rang! 

And the sky was bright with a holy light, 

‘twas the birthday of a King. 

 

‘Twas a humble birthplace, but oh, how much 

God gave to us that day. 

From the manger bed what a path has led, 

What a perfect holy way. 

Alleluia! O how the angels sang, Alleluia! How it rang! 

And the sky was bright with a holy light, 

‘twas the birthday of a King. 

 
Text and Music: William Harold Neidlinger; arr. Robert Douglas 

Reprinted under Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

 

EPISTLE     Colossians 3:12–17 (Wrap yourselves with the  

peace and word of Christ.) 

 
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,  

compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 

against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
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so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 

called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell 

in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word 

or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father through him. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE Luke 2:30–32 

 

Pastor: Alleluia. My eyes have seen Your salvation; 

People: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to 

Your people Israel. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–40 (Jesus is brought to the 

temple.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the 

Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to 

the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who 

first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to 

offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a 
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pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man 

in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 

and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  
27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of 

the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,  

according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 

him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 

Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce 

through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may 

be revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 

husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 

temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And 

coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 

speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of 

the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And 

the favor of God was upon him. 
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Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Let All Together Praise Our God” 

                          LSB 389, Sts. 1,2,4,6 

 

SERMON       Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE CHRISTMAS CREED 

(Tune: LSB 361) 

In God the Father we believe, 

The Lord of Hosts His Name. 

All things from Him their form receive; 

By His strong Word they came. 

By Him was all created 

In earth and heav’n above. 

He made them all, things great and small, 

By His great pow’r and love. 

 

In God’s Son Jesus we believe, 

Who came at God’s own hour. 

Whom Virgin Mary did conceive, 

By Holy Spirit’s pow’r. 

He suffered and was buried, 

Was raised at God’s own call, 

To reign on high, and to draw nigh, 

At last as Judge of all. 
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In Holy Spirit we believe, 

And in Christ’s Church on earth. 

The saints, united, faith receive, 

A gift of precious worth. 

He sanctifies and keeps us, 

By His empow’ring love. 

Forgiven, we from grave set free, 

Shall live with God above. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

OFFERING 

 SACRAMENT  

 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,  

almighty and everlasting God, for our Prince of Peace who prepares 

us for heaven through His perfect life, death, and resurrection. We  
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praise and thank You for the revelation You gave Simeon as he held 

the Christ Child in his arms and for Anna, who shared the news of  

His birth that has reached our ears as well. Therefore with angels  

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and  

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS             (LSB 384, St. 1) 

 

Of the Father’s love begotten 

Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 

He the source, the ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been, 

And that future years shall see 

Evermore and evermore. 

 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI              [St. 4, LSB 360] 

 

See, the Lamb, our sin once taking 

To the cross, suff’ring loss, 

Full atonement making. 

For our life His own He tenders, 

And His grace all our race 

Fit for glory renders. 
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+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 
By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”            LSB 366 

  

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”                        (LSB 937) 

 

Lord, bid Your servant go in peace, 

Your word is now fulfilled. 

These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn 

This child so long foretold 

 

This is the Savior of the world, 

The Gentiles’ promised light, 

God’s glory dwelling in our midst, 

The joy of Israel. 

 

 



13 
 

With saints of old, with saints to come, 

To You we lift our voice; 

To Father, Son, and Spirit blest 

Be honor, love, and praise. 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING Psalm 106:1b 

 

Pastor: Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good. 

People: His steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Prince of Peace, You bless us with the  

peace of Your divine presence in this Meal of bread and wine,  

granting us the forgiveness of all our sins. We thank You for  

preparing us to enter Your heavenly gates as You meet us in this 

banquet of Your body and blood, which You have prepared to guide  

us on our journey to Your kingdom, which has no end; for You live  

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  “Let Us All With Gladsome Voice”  LSB 390 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 

Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

 

• Preacher:            Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist (Sun.): Rev. Maury Lind, Pastor Emeritus 

• Sat. Organist:     Lina Schaal 

• Sun. Organist:   George Kelm 

• Choir Director:  Gail Feick 

• A/V Team:          Stan & Cheryl Grey,  Josh Walton 

            Brian & Amanda Larie 

 

• Takedown of Christmas decorations will take place after 

Bible Study next Sunday, January 2, with pizza to follow. 

Please stay to help if you can. 

• Tijuana Mission Trip July 23- 30, 2022:  Planning has 

started for the 2022 Tijuana mission trip.  The first 

planning meeting will be held in January (date TBD).  If 

you are interested in the trip or have any questions, please 

contact Paul or Beth Schneider at 262-351-6577 or 

p.h.schneider@msn.com. 

• Our shut-ins love to hear from you. Please remember 

Diane Gaertner c/o Brookside Care Center, Room 710, 

3506 Washington Road, Kenosha, WI 53144, Irma Penner, 

11231 Thornbird Lane, Richmond, IL 60071, and Ron 

Krantz, 3530 Waukegan Rd., Apt. 404, McHenry, IL 

60050. 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 

(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.   

We are not collecting prayer request cards.  
 

mailto:p.h.schneider@msn.com
mailto:oswald1@charter.net
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

TODAY 

Reader:  Wayne Olsen 

Acolyte:  Amanda Siemers 

Communion: Floyd Bergstrom & Paul Trettin 

 Ushers:  Mike & Tabra Gomski 

Counting:   Gary Schaetten & Craig Kunz 

 

NEXT WEEK 

 Reader:  Amanda Siemers 

 Acolyte:           Grace Urban 

Communion:  

 Ushers:  Paul & Carol Trettin 

Counting:    

 

BIRTHDAYS 

   12/25    Chuck Johnson 

          12/25    Carol Trettin 

          12/29    Caleb McShea 

   12/29    Alyssa Wappler 

   12/30    Kathy Kelley 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

          12/28    Wayne & Tonya Olsen 

          12/31     Tanner & Rachel Muur 
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Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

12/27/21 – 1/2/21 

 

  Saturday:        9:30am    Worship Service  

      

Sunday:           9:00am     Worship Service 

10:20am     Bible Study: “Christians in a       

Woke Society” & Sunday School 

11:00am     Take down Christmas  

   Decorations & pizza lunch 
             


