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WELCOME 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

TWIN LAKES, WI 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD - CHRISTMAS EVE 

DECEMBER 24, 2021 

 

 
 

AS WE GATHER 

 

“Glory to God in the highest!” The expression of praise by the heavenly host on the 

night when Jesus was born into our world has echoed through the ages. As we gather 

for this most special day, we find joy in repeating the words of God’s heavenly 

messengers. The angels proclaimed a message of peace and good will, a word from 

God that was appearing in the Word made flesh—the baby Jesus born to bring the 

light of redemption to a people on earth lost in darkness. “Gloria in excelsis Deo!” 

Whether we are singing in English or Latin or some other language, the message of 

the words is what matters. We worship our Lord and rejoice in the gift to us from 

God at Christmas! 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC     6:45-7:00 

Christmas Songs and Carols: George Kelm 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

INVOCATION 

https://mylordkatie.wordpress.com/2017/12/05/merry-christmas-2017/glory-to-god-in-the-highest/
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OPENING HYMN     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”               LSB 379 

(Candles on the Advent Wreath are lit) 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Pastor:  Let us pray.   O God, You make us glad with the yearly 

remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  

Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with 

sure confidence behold Him when He comes to gather His own to be 

with Him and rejoice in Him forever; through the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   

Congregation:  Amen 

 

 

LITANY 

Pastor:  Christmas is really all about God’s love and grace, given to us in 

the gift of the God-Become-Man, Jesus Christ. When we were separated 

from God by sin, He sought us out in love and desired to make us His 

children. Because we could not reach up to God, He reached 

down to us.  

Congregation: This is the greatest news ever!  In Jesus Christ, God 

comes to be with us! As the Scriptures says: “The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 

– which means, “God with us.”  

Pastor:  What unsurpassable news indeed!  In Jesus Christ God comes 

not only to be with us but to make us own.  

Congregation: He was called “Jesus” because He would save His 

people from their sins.  God did not spare His own Son, but gave 

Him up for us all.  

Pastor:  What a miracle it is that God has taken on human flesh and 

become part of our world,  
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Congregation: So that he might redeem us and make us His own. 

Nothing in all the universe should fill us with more joy. 

 

 

HYMN           “Joy to the World”                                        LSB #387 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF THE ANGELS                    Reading: Luke 2:1-14 

Pastor:  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to 

his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, 

the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 

with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will among 

men!” 

 

 

HYMN     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                         LSB 380 
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TESTIMONY OF THE SHEPHERDS            Luke 2:15-20 

Pastor:  15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 

manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered 

at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM         “Mary’s Little Boy Child”          Hairston                  

 

 

TESTIMONY OF THE PROPHETS 

Pastor:  “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.”  “After me comes 

one, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”  “The virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Immanuel.”  “To us 

a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be upon 

his shoulders.”  “A star shall come out of Jacob, a scepter will rise out of 

Israel.”  “But you O Bethlehem, Ephrathah, though you are small among 

the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler of 

Israel, whose origins are from of old from ancient times.” 

Congregation (from Hebrews 1 and 2): “In the past, God spoke to our 

forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 

but in these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he has 

appointed the heir of all things, and through whom he made the 

universe.”  “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 

word.” 
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HYMN                 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   LSB# 361 

 

 

A CHRISTMAS DRAMA  

              “Such a Great Thing That We Have to Go See It”  

Our little skit this evening is a fanciful reminder that the birth of Christ is 

such an amazing and wonderful event, that it shakes us from normal day-

to-day life and moves people who grasp it to worship and witness. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC            “Away In a Manger”                            

Hope Sunday School 

At the conclusion of the drama, Hope Sunday School classes will come 

forward to sing “Away In a Manger.”  After they have sung all three 

stanzas, they will repeat verse one and the congregation is invited to join 

them. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM       “Do You Hear What I Hear”     Regney/Shayne     

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, the truth is not in us.  

Congregation:   But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

Congregation:   Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
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undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 

and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen.  

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:   Amen.  

 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is indeed meet, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and all places gives thanks unto You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of 

the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 

that seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 

things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels and with arch-angels, 

and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious 

Name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS                 (to tune of LSB 386) 

Good Christian friends, rejoice - with heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice - with heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all - to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save!  Christ was born to save! 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

People:  Amen.  

 

 

AGNUS DEI        (LSB page 198) 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

 have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

 have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

 grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
(Distribution for Holy Communion will be by continuous lines.  As you come 

forward down the center aisle, receive the body and blood, then take a candle from 

the basket and return to your seats by the side aisles.) 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 

Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 

must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others 

commune 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC    

 

BENEDICTION    (Lights will be turned down) 

 

CANDLELIGHTING 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN            “Silent Night”           LSB# 363 

The Choir will sing verse one in German- 

those who know it are invited to join in) 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH COPYRIGHT LICENSE NUMBER 

11156069. 

 

PLEASE TAKE HOME OUR ALTAR POINSETTIAS AFTER THE 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE TOMORROW MORNING AT 

10AM. 

 

Pastor:          Rev. Timothy Oswald 

Pastor Emeritus:   Rev. Maurice Lind 

Choir Director:      Gail Feick 

Organist:               George Kelm 

Cowboys:                Caleb McShea and Amanda Seimers 

Innkeeper Elmer Fudd: Erna Wishnew     

Little Drummer Boy:     Caiden McShea 

Angel:               Emery McShea 

Reindeer:               Dawn Oswald 

Media:      Stan & Cheryl Grey, Brian & Amanda Larie, Josh Walton 

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

876 Lance Drive, Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

262-877-4381 

Website: hopetwinlakes.org 

 

 

 
 


