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WELCOME 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

SAT. DEC. 18/SUN. DEC. 19, 2021 
 

 
 

“PEACE” 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Our world is filled with turmoil, strife, contention. Every time it seems that 
our nation or even our own lives are at peace, again something disrupts it. 
Peace is as elusive as a slippery eel. Today’s Readings point us to the truth 
that the peace we seek cannot come from the powers of the world, nor can it 
come from anything in our own hearts or our spiritual potential. Real peace 
comes from what seems like the least promising place: a little town, through 
the young Virgin. Peace comes from Bethlehem, from where God comes to 
us. From God’s Word. From the Bread of Life in Holy Communion. Real 
peace comes to us, often beyond our understanding, through the babe of 
Bethlehem, Jesus Christ, through whom God made peace with us by a cross.  
 

WELCOME 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
OPENING HYMN    “See Amid the Winter’s Snow”     LSB 373 
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INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Luke 1:49–51, 54, adapt.  
 
Pastor: The mighty Lord has done great things and holy is His 

name. 
People: We thank You, O Lord! 
 
Pastor: The Lord’s mercy is for those who fear Him from 

generation to generation. 
People: We adore You, O Lord! 
 
Pastor: The Lord has shown the strength of His arm. 
People: We praise You, O Lord! 
 
Pastor: The Lord has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance 

of His mercy. 
People: We worship You, O Lord! 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
 
All four Advent candles are lit. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, let the lighting of these candles  
signify that You are the light that shines in all the darkness of our 
lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your  
light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
KYRIE  
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SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and  
help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be  
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with  
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 5:2–5a (Out of little 
Bethlehem will be born a ruler for God’s people, a Good Shepherd, 
who will bring peace.) 
 
2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among 
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to 
be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient 
days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who 
is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return 
to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in 
the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 
God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the 
ends of the earth.5 And he shall be their peace. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM    “Once He Came in Blessing”    Horn/Weisse 
 
 
EPISTLE    Hebrews 10:5–10 (Because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross, we live.) 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you 
prepared for me; 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have 
taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your 
will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure 
in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” 
(these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, “Behold, I 
have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order to 
establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
VERSE Matthew 1:23a     (spoken together) 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
call His name Immanuel.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:26-56  (Even while in Mary’s womb, 
the presence of Jesus caused Elizabeth and the baby in her womb to 
rejoice!) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.  
30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” 
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary 
said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according 
to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, 
to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of 



7 
 

Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And 
why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my 
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 
from the Lord.” 
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,  47and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble estate 
of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and  
holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm; he  
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52 he has 
brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of 
humble estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the 
rich he has sent away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham 
and to his offspring forever.” 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to 
her home. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord”                                  
                 LSB 934 
 
SERMON                  Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, Who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
OFFERING 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who made  
peace between God and humanity by dying on the cross and being  
raised by the Father. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious  
name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
SANCTUS                                                       (St 4: LSB 350) 
 

Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son!  Jesus, hear our supplication! 
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown,  
Bring us blessing and salvation, 

That forever we may sing:  Hail! Hosanna to our King. 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 
14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the  
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for  
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this  
cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the  
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  
Me.” 
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Pastor: Lord remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to 

pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PAX DOMINI 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
AGNUS DEI               (St. 3, LSB 346) 
 

Behold, the Lamb of God     
That bears the world’s transgression, 

Whose sacrifice removes   
The devil’s dread oppression. 

Behold the Lamb of God,  
Who takes away our sin, 

Who for our peace and joy   
Will full atonement win. 
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+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
By communing, a person says publicly that they - 
- are baptized and confirmed  
- believe Christ’s words 
- repent of their sins  
- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
teaches.    
 
How to receive – 
- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not 
receiving Communion 
- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those 
who must minimize alcohol 
- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others 
commune 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN      “Who Is He In Yonder Stall” 

1 Who is he in yonder stall,  
at whose feet the shepherds fall? 

Who is he in deep distress,  
fasting in the wilderness? 

Refrain: 
'Tis the Lord, O wondrous story!  
'Tis the Lord, the King of glory!  

At his feet we humbly fall,  
crown him, crown him, Lord of all! 
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2 Who is he the people bless  
for his words of gentleness? 

Who is he to whom they bring  
all the sick and sorrowing? [Refrain] 

3 Who is he that stands and weeps  
at the grave where Lazarus sleeps? 

Who is he the gath'ring throng  
greet with loud triumphant song? [Refrain] 

4 Lo! at midnight, who is he  
prays in dark Gethsemane? 

Who is he upon the tree  
dies in grief and agony? [Refrain] 

5 Who is he that from the grave  
comes to heal and help and save? 
Who is he that from his throne  

rules thro' all the world alone? [Refrain] 

Author:  B.R. Hanby 
Reprinted under Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   
“Lord, Let Your Servants Go in Peace”                (Tune: LSB 948) 

Lord, let Your servants go in peace; 
Your Word in Christ has been fulfilled. 
Our eyes have seen salvation won, 
Peace in our hearts as You had willed. 
You—Israel’s glory, Gentiles’ light; 
Our fears from evil You have stilled.  
 

Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Thank You, Lord, for the peace that comes to  
us through Christ’s body and blood. Help us leave this Table so  
filled with Your peace that it overflows to our homes, our church, 
and our community; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who  
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION Luke 1:54–55; Numbers 6:24–26 
 
Pastor: The Lord has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance 

of His mercy, as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and 
to his offspring forever. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 
peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN   “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light” 
                   LSB 378 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 
Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 
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• Preacher:            Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 
• Liturgist (Sun.): Rev. Maury Lind, Pastor Emeritus 
• Sat. Organist:     Lina Schaal 
• Sun. Organist:   George Kelm 
• Choir Director:  Gail Feick 
• A/V Team:          Stan & Cheryl Grey,  Josh Walton 

            Brian & Amanda Larie 
 

• Christmas de-decorating will take place after Bible 
Study on Sunday, January 2, with pizza to follow. Please 
stay to help if you can. 

• Tijuana Mission Trip July 23- 30, 2022:  Planning has 
started for the 2022 Tijuana mission trip.  The first 
planning meeting will be held in January (date TBD).  If 
you are interested in the trip or have any questions, please 
contact Paul or Beth Schneider at 262-351-6577 or 
p.h.schneider@msn.com. 

• Our shut-ins love to hear from you. Please remember 
Diane Gaertner c/o Brookside Care Center, Room 710, 
3506 Washington Road, Kenosha, WI 53144, Irma Penner, 
11231 Thornbird Lane, Richmond, IL 60071, and Ron 
Krantz, 3530 Waukegan Rd., Apt. 404, McHenry, IL 
60050. 

• Please call (757-831-6948) or e-mail Pastor Oswald 
(oswald1@charter.net) with your prayer requests.   
We are not collecting prayer request cards.  

 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

TODAY 
Reader:  Rev. Maury Lind 
Acolyte:  Alyssa Wappler 

 Communion: Floyd Bergstrom & Paul Trettin 

mailto:p.h.schneider@msn.com
mailto:oswald1@charter.net
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 Ushers:  Patrick McShea & Josh Walton 
Counting:   Gary Schaetten & Craig Kunz 

 
NEXT WEEK 

 Reader:  Wayne Olsen 
 Acolyte:           Amanda Siemers 

Communion: Floyd Bergstrom & Paul Trettin 
 Ushers:  Mike & Tabra Gomski 

Counting:   Gary Schaetten & Craig Kunz 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
   12/25    Chuck Johnson 
   12/25    Carol Pal 

                             
      

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 
12/20/21 – 12/26/21 

 
  Monday:  6:00pm Women of Hope Meeting 
     6:00pm     Elders’ Meeting 

 
Wednesday:    5:30pm     Confirmation Class 

 
  Friday:            7:00pm Christmas Eve Worship                 

Saturday:        10:00am   Christmas Day Worship 
      

Sunday:           9:00am     Worship Service 
      10:20am     Bible Study: “Marriage and 
   Relationships” 

Sunday School 
 
 


