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WELCOME 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 
 

 

“God’s Good Pleasure!” 
 
AS WE GATHER 
It has become commonplace to speak of God as responsible for determining life 
and death for us. So we wonder where is God’s justice when the innocent suffer or 
His mercy when tragedy strikes. But the Lord insists He has no pleasure in the 
death of anyone—not even the sinner who deserves his punishment. God’s good 
and gracious will is that all would be saved and come to the knowledge of His Son. 
Think how differently we would approach the troubles and trials that affect us and 
the greater disasters of the world if we took the Lord at His Word and trusted in 
His will. 
 

WELCOME 
 PREPARATION  

 
OPENING HYMN “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  (LSB 816) 
 

1 From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Creator's praise arise; Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let the Redeemer's name be sung 
Through ev'ry land by ev'ry tongue.   

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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2 Eternal are Thy mercies Lord; 
Eternal truth attends Thy Word; Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3 All praise to God the Father be, 
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Whom with the Spirit we adore 
Forever and forevermore: 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES   Psalm 25:6–7; 147:6 
 
Pastor: The LORD lifts up the humble; 
People: He casts the wicked to the ground. 
 
Pastor: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love 
People: for they have been from of old. 
 
Pastor: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
People: according to Your steadfast love, remember me, for the 

sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace 
of the Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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 WORD  
KYRIE  
 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                                                (LSB 948, St. 1 & 2) 
 

All glory be to God alone, 
Forevermore the highest one, 

Who did our sinful race befriend 
And grace and peace to us extend. 
Among us may His gracious will 

All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill. 
 

We praise You, God; Your name we bless 
And worship You in humbleness; 

From day to day we glorify 
The everlasting God on high. 

Of Your great glory do we sing, 
And to Your throne our thanks we bring. 

 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God of life and hope, You have given rescue 

to sinners in despair of their sins and to those marked for 
death. Turn our attention to Your mercy that we learn to 
rejoice in Your good will, that all would be saved and come 
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to the knowledge of Christ our Savior; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING    Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 (The Lord 
takes no pleasure in the death of anyone, so turn to Him.) 

18 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by 
quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: “‘The parents eat sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 “As surely as I live, 
declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in 
Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—
both alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die. 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is 
my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous 
person turns from their righteousness and commits sin, they will die for 
it; because of the sin they have committed they will die. 27 But if a 
wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have committed 
and does what is just and right, they will save their life. 28 Because they 
consider all the offenses they have committed and turn away from them, 
that person will surely live; they will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say, 
‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? 
Is it not your ways that are unjust? 

30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your 
own ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all 
your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all 
the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. 
Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death 
of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE   Philippians 2:1–18 (At the name of Jesus every knee shall 
bow.) 

2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my 
joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each 
of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only 
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of 
a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 
may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to 
be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be 
glad and rejoice with me. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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VERSE Matthew 28:18b    (spoken together) 
 
Alleluia. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. 
Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23–32 (Which of the two did the 
will of his father?) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 

chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority 
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus 
answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the 
answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 
25 The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from 
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 
26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all 
hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, 
‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went 
to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did 
not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, 
you did not afterward change your minds and believe him. 
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” 
                 (LSB 707) 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
To keep his statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
to know and do His will! 

 
2 Order my footsteps by Thy word, 

And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
But keep my conscience clear. 

 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e’er forget Thy way, 

Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 
 

4 Make me to walk in Thy commands; 
‘Tis a delightful road; 

Nor let my head or heart or hands 
Offend against my God. 

 
 
SERMON       Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 
 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
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Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From thence 
he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,  
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His  
fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant,  
becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the 
dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of  
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and singing: 
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SANCTUS “Holy, Holy Lord Almighty”  (TUNE:  LSB 803) 
         
Holy, holy Lord almighty, 
You are Lord of life and light. 
Heav’n and earth are filled with glory, 
Glory You have shined in might. 
Shout hosanna! Shout hosanna! 
Blest is He, the truth, light, way! 
Shout hosanna! Shout hosanna! 
Save us now, dear Lord, we pray. 
 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 
Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the  
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for  
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this  
cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the  
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  
Me.” 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 PAX DOMINI 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen.  
 
 
AGNUS DEI      “Worthy Is The Lamb” 
 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,  
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive: 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

Honor and glory and blessing! 
Worthy is the Lamb, 
Worthy is the Lamb, 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,  
Worthy is the Lamb! 

 
Copyright 1973 by Singspiration.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 
 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 
By communing, a person says publicly that they - 
- are baptized and confirmed  
- believe Christ’s words 
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- repent of their sins  
- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 
How to receive – 
- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 
- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 
- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN:   “TO GOD BE THE GLORY” 

 
1. To God be the glory, great things He has done, 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son. 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.   Refrain 1: 
 
Refrain 1: 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
And give Him the glory, great things He has done! 
 
2. To God be the glory, great mercy He’s shown: 
He saved us and cleansed us and made us His own; 
Renewed by the Spirit, reborn from above, 
That we might be justified by His rich love! Refrain 1 
 
3. To God be the glory, His Word is great truth, 
Instructing and guiding since days of our youth: 
The Law to reprove, to correct, and to train; 
The Gospel to comfort, to heal and sustain. Refrain 1 
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4. To God be the glory, His greatness divine 
Now offers forgiveness with bread and with wine, 
And fed by His body and blood in this place, 
We taste and we see the Lord’s wonderful grace!  

                  Refrain 1 
     5. To God be the glory, great things He has done, 
     Our lives have been touched by the light of His Son— 
     Called out of the darkness of death and despair; 
     Made priests in His kingdom, His deeds to declare. 

Refrain 2 
 

   Refrain 2: 
   Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice! 
   Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice! 
   Sing praise to the Father, sing praise to the Son, 
   Sing praise to the Spirit—our God, Three in One! 
 
 
 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820–1915, st. 1 and Refrain 1; Stephen P. Starke, sts. 2–5 and 
Refrain 2. Copyright © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
      

 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN  
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”        (LSB 806) 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son, 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
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And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
Give thanks, give thanks. 

  
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever! 
 
Pastor: Merciful God, it is Your will and Your good pleasure to  
bring salvation to all people. Grant to us ears willing to hear and hearts 
willing to trust in Jesus Christ and in His mighty deliverance from sin  
and death through His suffering and death. Make us bold instruments of 
Your Word that we proclaim this Gospel in word and in deed so that  
those who have not heard may believe and those who have not believed 
may come to faith and rejoice with us to everlasting life; through Your  
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS 
 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    
Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN    “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”   
         (LSB 655) 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word;  
Curb those who by deceit or sword  

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son  
and bring to naught all He has done. 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known,  
for You are Lord of lords alone;  

Defend Your holy Church, that we  
May sing Your praise eternally. 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,  
Send peace and unity on earth;  
Support us in our final strife, 

And lead us out of death to life. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 
Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

• Today’s Organist is George Kelm 
• Today’s Reader is Wayne Olsen 
• Please call or e-mail Pastor Oswald with your prayer requests.  

We will not collect prayer request cards at this time. 
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• Our shut-ins always appreciate hearing from you:   
Diane Gaertner -The Bay at Burlington Health & Rehab Ctr. 
677 E. State Street, Burlington, WI  53105 
Alma Paradies – 271 Quail Drive, Genoa City, WI  53128-2512 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
    9/28    Emery McShea 
    10/1   Rachel Muur 
 

ANNIVERSARY 
    10/1    Harold & Marilyn Elverman 
 
 

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 
9/28/20 – 10/4/20 

   
Wednesday:   4:30 pm:   Confirmation Class 

      7:30pm:    Choir Rehearsal 
 

Saturday:          6:30 pm:   Worship Service  
 
Sunday:             9:00 am:   Worship Service 

                           10:30 am:   Children’s Sunday School 
              Adult Bible Study: “Book of Revelation” 
 


