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WELCOME 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

 

“Do You Begrudge My Generosity?” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

 

A part of us expects justice from God. We think that fairness ought to reign—that 

each of us should get what we deserve. But this is a dead end. God does not give us 

what we deserve but acts with mercy and grace beyond belief. He is scandalously 

generous and lavish with us—giving us what we do not deserve and have not 

earned. We are tempted to ask God for equity and what we deserve, but God is 

determined to give us so much more in Christ. Only in faith can we learn to let 

God be God, to honor His generosity with the only response He desires: faith and 

thanksgiving. Today we pray the Lord to break through to our hearts and minds 

with His abundant grace and to rejoice that He is more than fair—He is merciful! 
 

WELCOME 

 

BLESSING OF THE PARAMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN   “When All Your Mercies, O My God” 
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When all your mercies, O my God, 

my rising soul surveys, 

transported with the view, I'm lost 

in wonder, love, and praise. 

Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 

my daily thanks employ; 

nor is the least a cheerful heart 

that tastes those gifts with joy. 

Through ev'ry period of my life 

your goodness I'll pursue; 

and after death, in distant worlds, 

the glorious theme renew. 

Through all eternity to you 

a joyful song I'll raise; 

for oh, eternity's too short 

to utter all your praise. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES      Psalm 27:9 

 

Pastor: Hide not Your face from me. 

People: Turn not Your servant away in anger, 

 

Pastor: O You who have been my help. 

People: Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

 and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

 But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

 them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and  

 death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Pastor: As you believe, so let it be. Almighty God in His mercy has 

given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 WORD  

 

KYRIE  
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HYMN OF PRAISE      “Beautiful Savior”          (LSB 537, St. 1 & 4) 

 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 
 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot 

stand before You relying on anything we have done, help us 

trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 55:6–9  (Seek the Lord while 

He may be found.) 

6 “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to 
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our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 9 For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM    “With the Lord Begin Your Task”   Polack/Frank 

 

 

EPISTLE   Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 (Let your manner of life be 

worthy of the Gospel of Christ.) 

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 

served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout 

the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for 

Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord 

by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without 

fear. 

19 For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of 

Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager 

expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full 

courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by 

life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am 

to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall 

choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is 

to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the 

flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know 

that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in 

the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ 

Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
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27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the 

faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 

This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, 

and that from God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of 

Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 
30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I 

still have. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE Ephesians 2:8    (spoken together) 

 

Alleluia. By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1–16  (The last will be first and the 

first will be last.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out 

early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing 

with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and 

whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about 

the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the 

eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to 
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them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because 

no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 
8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the 

last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour 

came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first 

came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also 

received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master 

of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 

made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 

no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what 

belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to 

you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 

Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the 

first last.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB 826 

1 Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, 

"Who will go and work today? 

Fields are ripe and harvests waiting; 

Who will bear the sheaves away?" 

Long and loud the Master calls us, 

rich reward He offers thee; 

Who will answer, gladly saying, 

"Here am I, send me, send me"? 
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2 If you cannot speak like angels, 

If you cannot preach like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus, 

You can say He died for all. 

If you cannot rouse the wicked 

With the Judgment’s dread alarms, 

You can lead the little children 

To the Savior’s waiting arms. 

3 If you cannot be a watchman 

standing high on Zion's wall, 

pointing out the path to heaven, 

off'ring life and peace to all, 

with your pray'rs and with your bounties 

you can do what God commands; 

You can be like faithful Aaron, 

holding up the prophet's hands. 

4 Let none hear you idly saying, 

"There is nothing I can do," 

while the multitudes are dying, 

and the Master calls for you; 

take the task He gives you gladly; 

let His work your pleasure be; 

answer quickly when He calls you, 

"Here am I, send me, send me." 

 

SERMON       Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,   

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 

with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,  

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His  

fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant,  

becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the 

dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of  

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS           (Tune:  LSB 507) 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

Day and night we join to praise 

Your love and majesty. 

You alone are holy, worthy, and righteous. 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

We rejoice to join the hymns 

Of earth and sky and sea. 

Generations praise You, with saints and angels. 

Holy and bless’d through all eternity. 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823–76. Public domain 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the  

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for  

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this  

cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the  

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  

Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI                   (Tune:  LSB 633) 

 

Praise we Him, whose love divine  

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His body for the feast—Christ the victim,  

Christ the priest. Alleluia! 

 

Lamb of God, our sins You took;  

On the cross God You forsook. 

Show us mercy, Lord, we pray,  

Peace and mercy grant this day. Alleluia! 

 
Text: St. 1: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. Public domain. St. 

2: James Pierce. Copyright © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used 

by permission. 

 

+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Lift High the Cross”             (LSB 837) 
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Refrain: 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, 

our King victorious, Christ, the Son of God. [Refrain] 

2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

the hosts of God in conqu'ring ranks combine. [Refrain] 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

as thou hast promised, draw men unto thee. [Refrain] 

4 Thy kingdom come, that earth's despair may cease 

beneath the shadow of its healing peace. [Refrain] 

5 For thy blest cross which doth for us atone, 

creation's praises rise before thy throne. [Refrain] 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                           (Tune: LSB 633) 

 

For this feast our thanks we give;  

Through its gifts we ever live, 

Thanks and praise forever sing  

Till we hear the heavens ring, “Alleluia!”  

 

Father, who the crown shall give,  

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days:  

Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia! 

 
Text: St. 1: James Pierce. Copyright © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. St. 2: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, 

alt. Public domain. 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 

People: for His steadfast love endures forever! 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, it is Your gracious will that Your children  

on earth live together in harmony and peace. Defeat the plans of all  

those who would stir up envy and strife, and teach us to examine our 

own hearts that we be free from malice and ill will. Help us by Your  

grace so that we live lives worthy of the Gospel and live at peace with 

all people. Fill us with zeal for the work of Your Church and the  

proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring that 

peace which is beyond all understanding; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    

Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior”          (LSB 842) 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

hallows all our human race. 

You, our Head, who, throned in glory, 

for your own will ever plead, 

Fill us with your love and pity; 

heal our wrongs, and help our need. 
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2 As You, Lord, hast lived for others, 

so may we for others live; 

Freely have your gifts been granted, 

freely may your servants give: 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 

Yours the wealth of land and sea, 

We but stewards of Your bounty, 

held in solemn trust will be. 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

King of love, and Prince of peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, 

bid its cruel discords cease; 

by Your patient years of toiling, 

by Your silent hours of pain, 

quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

shame our selfish greed of gain. 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

Source of life and truth and grace, 

Son of Man, whose birth among us 

hallows all our human race, 

By Your praying, by Your willing, 

that Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope's fruition: 

here on earth Your will be done. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

• A Voters’ Meeting will be held today immediately following 

our worship service  

• Today’s Choir Director is Gail Feick 

• Today’s Organist is George Kelm 

• Today’s Reader is Pastor Maurice Lind 

• Please call or e-mail Pastor Oswald with your prayer requests.  

We will not collect prayer request cards at this time. 

• Our shut-ins always appreciate hearing from you:   

Diane Gaertner -The Bay at Burlington Health & Rehab Ctr. 

677 E. State Street, Burlington, WI  53105 

Alma Paradies – 271 Quail Drive, Genoa City, WI  53128-2512 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

    9/23   Ron Gnau 

    9/23    Ed Holmstrom 

    9/24    Beth Schneider 

    9/24    Ed Snell  

    9/25    Kim Bergstrom 

 

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

9/21/20 – 9/27/20 

  Monday:  6:00pm:    Women of Hope Meeting 

 

Wednesday:   4:30 pm:   Confirmation Class 

      7:30pm:    Choir Rehearsal 

 

Saturday:          6:30 pm:   Worship Service  

 

Sunday:             9:00 am:   Worship Service 

                           10:30 am:   Children’s Sunday School 

              Adult Bible Study: “Book of Revelation” 


