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WELCOME 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 

 

 
 

“Forgive Your Brother from the Heart” 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 

 

Forgiveness is filled with questions. How often must I forgive? Is there a limit to 

the grace of forgiveness? What is the connection between God’s forgiveness to me 

and my forgiveness to others? The answer to these questions lies in Christ. As our 

heavenly Father has forgiven us, so do we forgive one another in His name. This 

forgiveness is clearly and beautifully shown in the example of Joseph, who was 

sold into slavery by his brothers and then forgave them because of God’s mercy. 
 

WELCOME 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN   “This Is the Day the Lord Has Made”    (LSB 903) 

1 This is the day the Lord has made; 

He calls the hours His own; 

let heav'n rejoice, let earth be glad, 

and praise surround the throne. 
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2 Today he rose and left the dead, 

and Satan's empire fell; 

today the saints His triumphs spread, 

and all His wonders tell. 

3 Hosanna to th'anointed King, 

to David's holy Son. 

help us, O Lord, descend and bring 

salvation from Your throne. 

4 Blest be the Lord, who comes to us 

with messages of grace; 

who comes, in God His Father's name, 

to save our sinful race. 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
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neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  

 

KYRIE  

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE    “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, 

         O God”     (LSB 941, Sts. 1 & 3) 

 

We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 

The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 

To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 

The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 

“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 

 

You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 

Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ry one; 

You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb, 

Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 

Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve— 

You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe. 
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SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious Lord, You have rescued us from our  

bondage to sin and given us a new life and identity in Baptism. Grant us  

Your grace that we live in peace with all people and show to those  

around us the same forgiveness that You have shown to us; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 50:15–21 (At the 

death of their father, Jacob, Joseph reassured his brothers that he 

forgave them and recognized the hand of God at work in their lives.) 

15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It 

may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we 

did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father 

gave this command before he died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the 

transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to 

you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the 

God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His 

brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are 

your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the 

place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it 

for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 

are today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 

Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE    Romans 14:1–12 (If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 

we die, we die to the Lord.) 

14 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel 

over opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the 

weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats despise the 

one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the 

one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass 

judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he 

stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him 

stand. 

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another 

esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own 

mind. 6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. 

The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to 

God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives 

thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 

himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 

Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 
9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both 

of the dead and of the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God; 11 for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow 

to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us will 

give an account of himself to God. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Matthew 6:14   (spoken together) 

 

Alleluia. If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you. Alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21–35 (How often must I forgive 

my brother? How often has God forgiven you?) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother 

sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus 

said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, 

one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since 

he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and 

children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant 

fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant 

released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant 

went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put 

him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants 

saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 

and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger 

his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 
35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother from your heart.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”       (LSB 649) 

1 Blest be the tie that binds  

our hearts in Christian love;  

the fellowship of kindred minds  

is like to that above. 

2 Before our Father's throne  

we pour our ardent prayers;  

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,  

our comforts and our cares. 

3 We share our mutual woes,  

our mutual burdens bear,  

and often for each other flows  

the sympathizing tear. 

4 When here our pathways part,  

we suffer bitter pain;  

Yet one in Christ and one in heart,  

We hope to meet again. 

5 From sorrow, toil, and pain,  

and sin, we shall be free;  

and perfect love and friendship reign  

through all eternity. 

 

 

SERMON       Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH - THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From thence 

he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is our duty, our delight, and our privilege to give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty God, everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ,  

our Lord. At all times and in all places, we join the faithful song of old  

in witness to Your mercy forgiving all our sins, and to Your love that  
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has welcomed every sinner into Your presence. As He has given  

Himself to us in death and risen in triumph over the grave, give us life in 

Christ that we live here in the obedience of faith until we live in Your  

presence forevermore. With saints and angels, patriarchs and prophets, 

apostles and evangelists, we join in their unending hymn of praise,  

singing: 

 

SANCTUS “Crown Him the Lord of Light”          Tune:  LSB 525 

 

Crown Him the Lord of light, 

Whom heav’n and earth adore. 

Crown Him the Lord of pow’r and might, 

Who leads His hosts in war! 

Shout your hosannas loud 

To the blest, coming King, 

For He’ll return upon the clouds 

And life eternal bring. 
 

Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

     

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the  

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for  

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this  

cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the  

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  

Me.” 
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  

   

AGNUS DEI “Crown Him the Lamb of God”        Tune:  LSB 525 

 

Crown Him the Lamb of God, 

Who takes our sins away. 

Crown Him with glory, praise, and laud: 

The Life, the Truth, the Way! 

We pray ascended Lord 

For mercy, peace, and grace 

As we are sent with one accord 

To share Your hope’s embrace. 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”                      (LSB 611) 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed His blood for me. 

Died that I might live on high, 

Lived that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, 

I am His and He is mine. 

2 Oh, the height of Jesus' love, 

Higher than the heav'ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, 

Lasting as eternity! 

Love that found me--wondrous thought! 

Found me when I sought Him not. 
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3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 

Peace that flows from sin forgiv'n, 

Joy that lifts the soul to heav'n. 

Faith and hope to walk with God 

In the way that Enoch trod. 

4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me. 

All my wants to Him are known, 

All my sorrows are His own. 

He sustains the hidden life 

Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN             Tune:  LSB 525 

“Crown Him the Lord of Might”  

 

Crown Him the Lord of might, 

Who bids us go in peace, 

For our own eyes have seen His light 

Which never shall decrease! 

Salvation is prepared 

For each community, 

For Christ has evermore declared 

His perfect victory! 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious Lord, for the sake of Your holy name,  

forgive us, Your children, whom You have redeemed through the  

precious blood of Your dear Son. Deal graciously with us, Your  

servants, not according to our weakness and guilt but according to Your  

love and goodness. Grant to us forgiveness, peace, and the gift of a clear  

conscience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and  

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    

Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”  (LSB 851) 

1 Lord of Glory, You have bought us 

With Your life-blood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones 

That tremendous sacrifice; 

And with that have freely given 

Blessings countless as the sand 

To the unthankful and the evil 

With Your own unsparing hand. 
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2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 

Gladly, freely of Your own. 

With the sunshine of Your goodness 

Melt our thankless hearts of stone 

Till our cold and selfish natures, 

Warmed by You, at length believe 

That more happy and more blessed 

'Tis to give than to receive. 

3 Wondrous honor You have given 

To our humblest charity 

In Your own mysterious sentence, 

"You have done it all to Me." 

Can it be, O gracious Master, 

That You deign for alms to sue, 

Saying by Your poor and needy, 

"Give as I have giv'n to you"? 

4 Lord of glory, You have bought us 

With Your life-blood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones 

That tremendous sacrifice. 

Give us faith to trust You boldly, 

Hope, to stay our souls on You; 

But, oh, best of all Your graces, 

With Your love our love renew. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

• A Voters’ Meeting will be held immediately following our 

worship service next Sunday, September 20. 

• Today’s Organist is George Kelm 

• Today’s Reader is Gail Feick 

• Please call or e-mail Pastor Oswald with your prayer requests.  

We will not collect prayer request cards at this time. 

• Our shut-ins always appreciate hearing from you:   

Diane Gaertner -The Bay at Burlington Health & Rehab Ctr. 

677 E. State Street, Burlington, WI  53105 

Alma Paradies – 271 Quail Drive, Genoa City, WI  53128-2512 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

    9/13   Patrick McShea 

    9/15    Mario Baratti 

    9/19    Mary Keenan 

 

ANNIVERSARY 

    9/16    Gary & Rita Estes 

 

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

9/14/20 – 9/20/20 

  Monday:  6:30pm:    Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday:   8:00am:    Men’s Breakfast 

5:30 pm:   Confirmation Class 

      7:30pm:    Choir Rehearsal 

 

Saturday:          6:30 pm:   Worship Service  

 

Sunday:             9:00 am:   Worship Service 

                           10:30 am:   VOTERS’ MEETING 

Children’s Sunday School 


