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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
876 Lance Drive, Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

Office: 262-877-4381    Pastor: 757-831-6948 

E-Mail:  secretary@hopetwinlakes.org 

           Website:  hopetwinlakes.org 

   Facebook:   facebook.com/hopetwinlakes 
 
 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

On the Family Front-  

I truly appreciate all the wonderful prayers that you offer for me and 

my family.  My son-in-law graduated Concordia Seminary Fort 

Wayne this spring and was called to an LCMS church in Arizona.  

They expect their third child this Fall (another grandchild for me)!  

Our only local granddaughter spends weekdays at our home and fills 

us with joy (even though her mom & dad force me to give her back 

once in a while).  Our son works hard and looks forward to returning 

to church. Our youngest daughter’s family is in the mid-atlantic 
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region and as much as we miss our little grandson, they have bought 

a home and are thriving.  What a joy and answer to prayer to see all 

of my children and grandchildren doing marvelously.  My blessings 

run over. 

Please continue to keep me in your prayers.  The devil knows that 

when he strikes the shepherd, the sheep scatter (Mark 14:26).  Your 

prayers are a great strength to me; and when you pray for me, you are 

joining in the ministry as we “strive together” (Rom 15:30).  Please 

pray that I would preach the word faithfully and with patience and 

teaching, that the Lord would protect me from the evil one, and for 

all my family, that we would remain united in pursuit of the Lord  

and His holiness. 

 

On the Church Front- 

HOPE has been an incredible congregation and refuge from the 

storms raging outside.  As you know, we have adjusted many of 

our Sunday morning practices to reduce risks of the Corona 

virus.  Although not the same as before, worship services have much 

of the feel and fervor that they enjoyed before the pandemic.  We 

also added the Saturday evening service designed for those who 

need to take extra precautions.  Saturday worship will add Holy 

Communion on the 1st Sunday of each month beginning in Oct.  

We will continue to listen to our members and make adjustments to 

what we offer so as to meet their spiritual needs. 

Children’s Sunday School will resume on September 6.  It was a 

difficult decision which mirrors the difficulties of parents and 

communities about sending children to school.  The data being 

reported is that children seem significantly less susceptible than older 

adults to the worst effects of the virus.  So the risk of holding Sunday 

School again may not be much higher than the normal risks from the 

spectrum of illnesses that we have always faced.  We support our  
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parents in whatever decisions they make.  Our normal Sunday School 

attendance ranged from 2-8.  If we do have children coming up 

around that higher end, we’ll add a second class and divide them up.   

 

Adult Sunday School will continue working slowly and in-depth 

through the Book of Revelation.  I’m having great fun with that.  I 

have also been encouraged to resume Wednesday night Bible studies 

so this will happen in Oct – date and topic TBD. 

Hope’s members remained remarkably resilient.  They have 

continued to support the church, even those who cannot be here, and 

total giving is only slightly down from this same point last year.  

Various improvements continue to emerge as well.  The Sunday 

School and storage rooms downstairs have been completely 

remodeled.  The downstairs has all new lighting.  A brand new trailer 

has been purchased for storage and transport of bratwurst sale items.  

At the present time, an audio-visual booth is being built in the rear of 

the chancel and new audio-visual equipment will be added to 

enhance the live-streaming of the service.  I don’t know who all of 

the viewers are, but our worship services have more views on 

Facebook than they do in actual attendees.  The improved sound, 

lighting and optics will make that experience better.   

Still, life events have brought hardship to many.  Although no one 

else from Hope has tested positive for COVID-19 to my knowledge, 

other illnesses and physical challenges have harshly fallen on some 

of our brothers and sisters.  Let us continue to love one another and 

lift each other up in prayer.  The prayers and cards and 

encouragements make a difference. 

 

http://hcscchurch.org/religious-education/rcic/
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On the National Front- 

The August issue of the Lutheran Witness surpassed for me even the 

magazine’s usual high degree of excellence.  In the letter from LCMS 

President Matthew Harrison, he notes how the United States Supreme 

Court recently invented meaning in the law rather than interpret 

meaning.  It determined that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 forbids 

“discrimination” against various practices of transgender and 

homosexual people.  Such could not have been in the minds of those 

who wrote the law back then.  The court legislated from the bench.  

So if I start coming to church in women’s clothes and make-up, or 

even have surgery to change my gender, Hope Lutheran Church 

cannot end my employment.  Well, then how can we be a church, 

operating by the principles of God’s Word?  How can our Lutheran 

Schools and institutions?  Dr. Harrison’s insight into what is 

happening around us is both clear-sighted and frightening.   

This is just one example of the push for radical changes which 

portend badly for our place in this nation.  When mobs were pulling 

down the statues of historical figures a few weeks ago, perhaps you 

heard about the Black Lives Matter leader who called for churches 

and images of Christ to be torn down too, because, he asserted, they 

reflect white supremacy. It will become harder and harder to just 

keep our heads down and let the political/cultural/societal currents 

ebb and flow around us.  We must carry the implications of our faith 

into the voting booth with us; but if we cannot turn the tide, we must 

also resolve to be faithful to the Christ and His Word, even unto 

death. 

Along with this troubling thought, we cannot forget the promises that 

our Lord makes to His children.  I think our study of the Book of 

Revelation is timely because at the same time as we see a call to 

persevere in the face of tribulation, we see the glorious outcomes for 

the faithful ones pictured there so powerfully.  Latch on to one of 

those promises as we study.  Say it to yourself.  Watch news events 

through its lens.  And let it hold you above the waves like a life 
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preserver.  Our Lord will come for His own and we will see Him in 

His glory!  This will all seem like a dream on that day. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Missions and Outreach- 

As you know, Hope has significantly increased its budgetary support 

for missions and outreach over previous years.  In addition, special 

offerings and fundraisers like the Brat Sale and Women of Hope have 

added to those amounts.  Isn’t it a joy to know that what the Lord has 

entrusted to us can go back to support the work of His Kingdom?  I 

wanted to update you on a couple of our benevolence items. 

Hope gave $300 each to our seminaries in support of the “adopt a 

student.”  St Louis will select a student to receive the donation made 

to them.  Fort Wayne will apply theirs to Mark Peters.  Mark is from 

Grace Lutheran in Racine.  He and his wife Martha have four 

children, ages 7-13.  I’ll pass along any updates I get from him. 

Hope also supports Pastor Richard Wokoma each month.  Pastor 

Wokoma directs and teaches at the Lutheran Seminary in Nigeria.  

His last update noted that the school had to suspend due to the corona 

virus lock-downs, but many of the students could not get home, so 

they have been living with him in his own home.  What fun they 

must be having in spite of the challenges. It reminds me of the 

situation of Luther and the students who stayed with him, giving rise 

to the famous “Tabletalks.”  But they also need our prayers.  Nigeria 

is swirling with tension which could escalate into genocide.  Pastor 

Wokoma is in the south of the country which is largely Christian, but 

in the northern Muslim areas of the country, jihadi terrorists regularly 

show up in the scattered Christian villages, going from house to 

house, shooting, raping, and kidnapping children.  It is illegal to own 

a firearm in Nigeria so the villagers cannot defend themselves.  Over 

1000 have been killed already this year.  Many Christians have fled 

their homes for refugee camps.  Let’s continue to pray for our 

brothers and sisters there. 
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* * * * * * * * * * 

You can find a good source for quick news summaries of interest to 

us as Christians with the Daily Citizen Morning Headlines.  You can 

subscribe for free and an email will arrive each day.  It has links to 

longer articles for those stories of which you want to learn more.  

Sign up at- 

https://dailycitizen.focusonthefamily.com/ 

* * * * * * * * * * 

How Crazy is our English Language?  (some observations that have 

been passed around) 

There is no egg in eggplant, no ham in hamburger, no butter in a 

butterfly, no dog in hot dogs, and neither pine nor apples in a 

pineapple.  English muffins don’t come from England and French 

fries don’t come from France.  Sweet meats are candies but sweet 

breads are meat.  We drive on the parkway and park on the driveway.  

We recite at a play but play at a recital.  Our noses run and our feet 

smell.  You can make amends but you can’t make one amend.  A 

slim chance and a fat chance are the same thing.  Quicksand works 

slowly.  An alarm goes off when it goes on.  A house burns up when 

it burns down. Night falls but doesn’t break: Day breaks but doesn’t 

fall.  On a clock, the third hand is the second hand. Privates eat in the 

general mess and Generals eat in the private mess.  A car can carry a 

shipment but a ship carries a cargo. 

 

      Pastor Tim Oswald 
  

VOTERS’ MEETING 
 

The next meeting will be held on September 20. If you have any 

questions or comments, please see Pastor or George. 

 
 

 

https://dailycitizen.focusonthefamily.com/
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WOMEN OF HOPE 

 
 

Hard to believe Summer has flown by and God's gift of colorful Fall 

days is upon us! 

 

With so many changes that have come about due to COVID-19, and 

political and social unrest, it is hard to finalize plans for our activities 

and projects for Fall and Christmas.  The plan is to kick off our year 

on a very positive note and, with God's help, take it from there to see 

what we will be led to do. 

 

Our first meeting of the 2020 – 2021 year will be on Monday, 

September 21 at 6pm.  We will meet downstairs in the Bible study 

area to allow for social distancing for those who would like that.  

Rather than having a dinner meeting, we will have a regular meeting, 

and will discuss the best way to go about having a dinner in October.  

We will provide snacks and drinks at the September meeting, but 

they will be served similarly to what we do on Sundays, by 1 or 2 

people.   

 

We will also pick new secret/prayer sisters in September, and have 

our annual election of officers.  If you have not already done so, 

please bring your end-of-year gift for your secret sister to the meeting 

on the 21st. 

 

It would be wonderful if we could plan to do our regular projects this 

year, but some may not be happening.  We need to look into 

Operation Christmas Child and Trees on Parade.  I would like to use 

our meeting time in September to talk about what we CAN do and 

what is practical, even if some plans need to change.  Shelters, food 
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pantries and community centers are now taking donations again, so a 

Fall “shower” for A Place of Refuge is a possibility.  The gas card 

program is up and running again and the Sharing Center is looking 

for clothing and household item donations.  We could also find out 

how to “adopt” families or children for Christmas to bring joy, smiles 

and the Word of God to others in the community.  If/when bake sales 

are allowed again, the manager at Berkot's has invited us to have one 

at the store.  So please bring all of your good ideas to the meeting, 

and if you won't be able to attend, please let me know and I will add 

your idea to the list. 

 

All women members of the congregation, as well as regular visitors, 

are welcome to join us for our meetings and activities, so please do!   

If you need a ride, we can get you to a meeting or activity, so just let 

me know.  I know some do not like to drive after dark or in bad 

weather. 

 

Once again, God bless everyone, and stay safe and healthy.  Together 

we can make a positive, Christ-centered difference in the lives of 

others.  
 

Gail Feick 

President, Women of Hope 

 
CHOIR NOTES 

 
   
Welcome to a new choir year at Hope!  I am very much looking 

forward to getting our group together again – hopefully adding some 

new faces – and praising the Lord with our voices!   

 

http://westwaybaptist.com/events/adult-choir-practice-3-2018-01-28/
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The current plan is to begin with our first practice on Wednesday, 

September 9.  Regular rehearsals will be held every Wednesday at 

7:30pm through the first week in June. We will sing for the first 

time on September 20, and will start with something simple.  During 

Advent and Lent, we will practice right after the mid-week services, 

normally around 7:45pm.  Any time or day changes will be 

communicated in advance so everyone will have a chance to plan.  

We will sing every other Sunday, in addition to our Thanksgiving 

service, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Ash Wednesday, Holy Week 

and Easter.  

 

Since many people are experiencing life and schedule changes at this 

time, we will keep our selections uncomplicated – as always, we will 

make every effort to work around family, school and job situations.    

 

If you love to sing and/or play an instrument, we would love to have 

you join us – we are a caring group of friends who enjoy Christian 

fellowship and love to sing!  All Hope members, as well as visitors, 

are welcome, including teens and children. 

 

Schedules covering what we sing and when will be provided as 

always, as well as copies of sheet music.  If you would like a copy of 

the Lutheran Service Book to use for the year and keep with your 

choir materials, please let me know.  I have some extras.  

 

Thank you to all who have been so dedicated this past year – one 

truly amazing group that Hope is so blessed to have!  It was very 

hard to have to miss nearly 3 months of choir time this past Spring! 

 

Looking forward to another wonderful music-filled year of praising 

the Lord!  May God bless your Fall and Thanksgiving! 

 

   Gail Feick, Director 
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6/7:    Unified Budget Offering:   $   3,332.00 

 Mortgage:                      300.00 

6/14:    Unified Budget Offering:   $   2,440.00 

   

6/21:   Unified Budget Offering:   $   2,435.00 

   Brat Fry:                75.00 

   Place of Refuge Conf. Walk           775.00 

 

6/28:   Unified Budget Offering:   $   1,350.00 

   Brat Fry:              561.95 

   Place of Refuge Conf. Walk           150.00 

 

7/5:   Unified Budget Offering:   $   5,172.00 

   Brat Fry:                20.00 

   Place of Refuge Conf. Walk             20.00 

 

7/12:    Unified Budget Offering:   $   4,230.00 

   Place of Refuge Conf. Walk             20.00 

 

7/19:    Unified Budget Offering:   $   2,230.00 

   Mortgage:                        75.00 

 

7/26:    Unified Budget Offering:   $   3,634.00 

   Brat Fry:              737.00 

 

8/2:   Unified Budget Offering:   $   4,765.00 

   Mortgage:              875.00 

 

8/9:   Unified Budget Offering:   $   2,781.00 

   Mortgage:                75.00 

8/16:   Unified Budget Offering:   $   2,342.00 

   Brat Fry:              678.50 

 

8/22:   Unified Budget Offering:   $   2,716.00 

https://www.wwcj.com/
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