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WELCOME 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NOVEMBER 8, 2020 

 
 

“ALWAYS WITH THE LORD” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

We hear today these words from the apostle Paul concerning everlasting life: 

“We will always be with the Lord.” Our Lord makes His presence known 

today in His Word and in the Lord’s Supper. You have the assurance that 

when Jesus returns, you will spend everlasting life in His gracious presence. 
 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN      “Thy Strong Word”         LSB 578 

             Sts. 1,2,3,6 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

While Thine ordered seasons run. 

 

Refrain:  Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia without end! 
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2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Refrain: 

 

3 Thy strong word bespeaks us righteous; 

Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, 

And our lives our hopes confess. 

Refrain: 

 

6 God the Father, light-creator, 

To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

Praise the holy Trinity! 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver us! 

People: O Lord, make haste to help us! 
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Pastor: May all who seek the Lord rejoice and be glad in Him! 

People: May we say evermore, “God is great!” 

 

Pastor: For Christ is coming soon. 

People: Soon, He will descend from the heavens. 

 

Pastor: Soon, He will raise the dead. 

People: And we will always be with the Lord. 

 

Pastor: He is our help and our deliverer. 

People: O Lord, do not delay! 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 
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Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

 called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command  of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven. We look for the return of 

Jesus. 

 

 WORD  

KYRIE  

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE   

 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   (LSB 802, Sts. 1 & 4) 

 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render: O help us to see 

‘Tis only the splendor of light that hides Thee. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, encourage us with Your presence in 

Your Word and Sacraments, that we be strengthened for service to  

You and our neighbors as we await the return of Jesus, through the  

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 5:18–24 (The day of the 

Lord is coming.) 

18 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would you have 

the day of the LORD? It is darkness, and not light, 19 as if a man fled 

from a lion, and a bear met him, or went into the house and leaned 

his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. 20 Is not the day of 

the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in 

it? 

21 “I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn 

assemblies. 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and 

grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of 

your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23 Take away from 

me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not 

listen. 24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 

an ever-flowing stream. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE   1 Thessalonians 4:13–18   (We will always be with the 

Lord.) 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those 

who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no 

hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 

through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen 

asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that 

we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not 

precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will 

descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead 

in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will 

be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore 

encourage one another with these words. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE Matthew 25:13    (spoken together) 

 

Alleluia. Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 

hour. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1–13 (The parable of the ten 

virgins.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-

fifth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 

their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were 

foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, 

they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their 

lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy 

and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose 

and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 

some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise 

answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for 

you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while 

they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were 

ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 
11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 

us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

                 (LSB 336) 

1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

thousand, thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of His train. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
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2 Ev'ry eye shall now behold Him, 

robed in glorious majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold Him, 

pierced, and nailed Him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

shall their true Messiah see. 

3 Now Redemption, long expected, 

see in solemn pomp appear! 

All His saints, by man rejected, 

now shall meet Him in the air. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

See the day of God appear! 

4 Yea, amen! let all adore Thee, 

high on Thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 

claim the kingdom for Thine own. 

O come quickly, O come quickly; 

alleluia! come, Lord, come. 

SERMON            Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
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Father almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.   

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has 

promised to return to earth, raise the dead, and dwell with us, so that  

we will be forever with the Lord. Therefore with angels and  

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS “Sing Holy, Holy, Holy”  (TUNE:  LSB 644) 
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Sing holy, holy, holy 

To Christ, the Lord of might. 

His power and His glory 

Fill earth and heav’n with light. 

His merciful endeavor 

Invokes our praising cries. 

For we will dwell forever 

With Him when we arise. 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing 

House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
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give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  

 

 

AGNUS DEI “O Christ, Our Faithful Master”   (Tune:  LSB 644) 

 

O Christ, our faithful Master, 

O Christ, the Lamb of God, 

Your grace heals each disaster 

Throughout the world abroad. 

The Day of Christ is nearing; 

He’s standing at the gate. 

In mercy, send Your cheering 

As we keep watch and wait. 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing 

House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 



12 
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                                  (LSB 575) 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

all other ground is sinking sand, 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 

in ev'ry high and stormy gale, 

my anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain] 

3 His oath, His covenant, His blood 

support me in the whelming flood; 

when all around my soul gives way, 

He then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain] 

4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

O may I then in Him be found, 

dressed in His righteousness alone, 

faultless to stand before the throne. [Refrain] 
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN 

“Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”           (LSB 643) 

 

Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

The Supper is ended, O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 

With praise and thanksgiving, To God ever living, 

The tasks of our everyday life we will face. 

Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

With Your feast You feed us, With your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that  

You have graced us with Your presence in this Sacrament, and we  

pray that You would continually make Your presence known as we 

await the return of Your Son; through the same Jesus Christ, Your  

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN    “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  (LSB 515) 

 

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 

and let your lights appear! 

The evening is advancing, 

and darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising 

and soon He will draw nigh; 

up, watch in expectation! 

At midnight comes the cry. 

2 See that your lamps are burning, 

replenish them with oil; 

and wait for your salvation, 

the end of earthly toil. 

The watchers on the mountain 

proclaim the Bridegroom near; 

meet Him as He approaches, 

with alleluias clear. 

3 The saints, who here in patience 

their cross and suff'rings bore, 

shall live and reign forever, 
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when sorrow is no more: 

Around the throne of glory 

the Lamb they shall behold, 

in triumph cast before Him 

their diadems of gold. 

4 Our hope and expectation, 

O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, O Sun so longed for, 

above the darkened sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, 

we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption 

that sets Your people free! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

• Organist:  George Kelm 

• Reader:     Peter Voigt 

• My dear brothers and sisters in Christ at Hope: I wish to 

thank you for your remembrance of me during Pastor 

Appreciation Month with the wonderful card and gift card. 

More and more I find myself feeling at home with you as my 

church family and cherish more and more the relationships 

that I have with you. I pray for God's continued blessings upon 

each of you as His children and on your ministry at Hope, the 

community, and the world around you. God Bless! 

    In Christ, Pastor Lind    
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• Items for A Place of Refuge in Milwaukee will be collected 

in the narthex through November. All items suitable for 

babies, young children and mothers are appreciated. 

• Please call or e-mail Pastor Oswald with your prayer 

requests.  We will not collect prayer request cards at this 

time. 

• Please remember to check your mailbox located at the head 

of the stairs. 

• Our shut-ins always appreciate hearing from you:   

Diane Gaertner -The Bay at Burlington Health & Rehab 

Ctr. 677 E. State Street, Burlington, WI  53105 

Alma Paradies – 271 Quail Drive, Genoa City, WI  53128-

2512 

ANNIVERSARY 

    11/8       Floyd & Kim Bergstrom 

  

 

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

11/9/20 – 11/15/20 

   

Monday:           6:30pm:     Council Meeting 

Wednesday:    4:30pm:    Confirmation Class  

 6:30 pm:    Bible Study 

 7:30 pm:    Choir Rehearsal 

 

Saturday:         6:30 pm:   Worship Service  

 

Sunday:             9:00 am:   Worship Service 

                           10:15 am:   Children’s Sunday School 

            Adult Bible Study “Book of Revelation” 
 

 


