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WELCOME 
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NOVEMBER 15, 2020 

 

 
 

“ENTER INTO THE JOY OF YOUR MASTER” 

 
 

AS WE GATHER 

We read today about three servants. Two were good and faithful. One was 

evil and faithless. Two enter into the joy of their master. One does not. Our 

Lord has entrusted us with many good and gracious gifts and sends us into 

the world to make disciples and multiply the gifts we have received. Yet, it is 

not our own work that leads us into the joy of our Master; rather, it is our 

Master’s work on our behalf. Jesus’ saving work of death and resurrection 

brings us into the joy of our Master. 

 

WELCOME 

 PREPARATION  

 

 OPENING HYMN   “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”            LSB 912 

1 Christ is our cornerstone, on Him alone we build; 

with His true saints alone the courts of heaven are filled: 

on His great love our hopes we place 

of present grace and joys above. 
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2 Here may we gain from heaven the grace which we implore; 

and may that grace, once given, be with us evermore, 

until that day when all the blest 

to endless rest are called away. 

3 O then with hymns of praise these hallowed courts shall ring; 

our voices we will raise the Three in One to sing; 

and thus proclaim in joyful song, 

both loud and long, that glorious name. 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all 

generations. 

People: You have been our good and faithful Master. 

 

Pastor: You have poured out blessings upon us. 

People: You have given us all we need to support this body 

and life. 

 

Pastor: We meditate on all that You have done. 

People: We ponder the work of Your hands. 

 

Pastor: On account of Your name, O Lord, preserve our lives. 

People: In Your righteousness, bring us out of trouble. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 WORD  

KYRIE  
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HYMN OF PRAISE    “The God of Abraham Praise”        LSB 798 

           Sts. 1 & 8 

 

The God of Abr’ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above; 

Ancient of everlasting days and God of love. 

Jehovah, great I AM! By earth and heav’n confessed; 

I bow and bless the sacred name forever blest. 

 

The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing, 

And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, “Almighty King! 

Who was and is the same and evermore shall be: 

Jehovah, Father, great I AM! We worship Thee!” 

 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, You have  

given exceedingly great and precious promises to those who trust in  

You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in  

the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be  

found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 1:7–16 (The Day 

of the Lord is near.) 



5 
 

7 Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 
8 And on the day of the LORD's sacrifice—“I will punish the officials 

and the king's sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
9 On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, 

and those who fill their master's house with violence and fraud. 

10 “On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the 

Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the 

hills. 11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no 

more; all who weigh out silver are cut off. 12 At that time I will 

search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are 

complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do 

good, nor will he do ill.’ 13 Their goods shall be plundered, and their 

houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit 

them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from 

them.” 

14 The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries 

aloud there. 15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and 

anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16 a day of trumpet blast and 

battle cry against the fortified cities  and against the lofty 

battlements. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM    “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” 

          Julian/Storis 
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EPISTLE     1 Thessalonians 5:1–11    (Let us live as children of the 

light.) 

5 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no 

need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully 

aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3 While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then 

sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 

pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you are not in 

darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you 

are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night 

or of the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us 

keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 

those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the 

day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, 

and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has not destined us 

for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might 

live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one 

another up, just as you are doing. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE Matthew 25:29a    (spoken together) 

 

Alleluia. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will 

have an abundance. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:14–30 (The parable of the 

talents) 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-

fifth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 

servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five 

talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents 

went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 
17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But 

he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and 

hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those 

servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had 

received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, 

saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made 

five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 

over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who 

had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to 

me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master 

said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 

faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 

your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 
25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, 

you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You 

wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 

sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to 

have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I 

should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the 

talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to 
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everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 

abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be 

taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer 

darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

           LSB 411 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God sent the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of the life is Jesus. 

Refrain: 

In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. (Refrain) 

 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ, 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. (Refrain) 
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SERMON      Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,   

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 

with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for He is 

our good and faithful Master who has called us out of darkness and  

into His marvelous light. Therefore with angels and archangels and  

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS “Sing Holy, Holy, Holy”  (TUNE:  LSB 644) 

 

Sing holy, holy, holy 

To Christ, the Lord of might. 

His power and His glory 

Fill earth and heav’n with light. 

His merciful endeavor 

Invokes our praising cries. 

For we will dwell forever 

With Him when we arise. 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing 

House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 



11 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI “O Christ, Our Faithful Master”   (Tune:  LSB 644) 

 

O Christ, our faithful Master, 

O Christ, the Lamb of God, 

Your grace heals each disaster 

Throughout the world abroad. 

The Day of Christ is nearing; 

He’s standing at the gate. 

In mercy, send Your cheering 

As we keep watch and wait. 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing 

House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

         +DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Like a River Glorious” 
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1 Like a river glorious is God's perfect peace,  

over all victorious in its bright increase:  

perfect, yet still flowing fuller every day;  

perfect, yet still growing deeper all the way. 

Refrain:  

Trusting in Jehovah, hearts are fully blest,  

finding, as He promised, perfect peace and rest. 

2 Hidden in the hollow of His blessed hand,  

never foe can follow, never traitor stand; 

Not a surge of worry, not a shade of care, 

Not a blast of hurry touch the spirit there. (Refrain) 

 

3 Every joy or testing comes from God above, 

Given to His children as an act of love; 

We may trust Him fully all for us to do;  

those who trust Him wholly find Him wholly true. (Refrain) 

 

  

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE         [St. 3, LSB 378] 

 

All blessing, thanks, and praise to Thee, 

Lord Jesus Christ, be given 

Thou hast my brother deigned to be, 

Thou Lord of earth and heaven. 

Help me throughout this day of grace 

To praise Thy love and seek Thy face; 

And when I stand before Thee 

Forever to adore Thee. 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that  

You have graced us with Your presence in this Sacrament, and we  

pray that You would keep us in the one true faith until life  

everlasting when we enter into the joy of our Master; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN       “Built on the Rock”   LSB 645 

                      Sts. 1,2,3,5 

1 Built on the Rock, the church shall stand even when steeples 

are falling; 

Crumbled have spires in ev'ry land; Bells still are chiming and 

calling, 

Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the souls 

distressed, 

Longing for life everlasting. 

 



15 
 

2 Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High is not 

dwelling; 

High above earth His temple stands, All earthly temples 

excelling. 

Yet He who dwells in heaven above Chooses to live with us in 

love, 

Making our bodies His temple. 

3 We are God's house of living stones, Built for His own 

habitation; 

He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of His wondrous 

salvation. 

Were we but two His name to tell, Yet He would deign with us to 

dwell With all His grace and His favor. 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the church 

bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come Where Christ His message is 

bringing: 

"I know My own, My own know Me, You, not the world, My 

face shall see; My peace I leave with you. Amen." 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

• Liturgist:  Rev. Maurice Lind  

• Organist:  George Kelm 

• Choir Director:   Gail Feick 

• Reader:     Erna Wishnew 

• Items for A Place of Refuge in Milwaukee will be collected 

in the narthex through November. All items suitable for 

babies, young children and mothers are appreciated. 
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• Our Thanksgiving Eve service will be on Wednesday, 

November 25, at 7:00 pm.  There will be no Thanksgiving 

Potluck Supper this year. 

• Church Christmas decorating will be on Saturday, 

November 28, at 10:00 am.  Please come help if you can. 

• Please call or e-mail Pastor Oswald with your prayer 

requests.  We will not collect prayer request cards at this 

time. 

BIRTHDAYS 

   11/17 Emilie Medina 

   11/18 Jacob Voigt 

 

ANNIVERSARY 

    11/21     Al & Melissa Ruck 

  

 

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

11/16/20 – 11/22/20 

  Monday:           6:00pm:     Women of Hope Meeting 

 

Wednesday:    8:00am:      Men’s Breakfast  

4:30pm:    Confirmation Class  

 6:30 pm:    Bible Study 

 7:30 pm:    Choir Rehearsal 

 

Saturday:         6:30 pm:   Worship Service  

 

Sunday:             9:00 am:   Worship Service 

                           10:15 am:   Children’s Sunday School 

            Adult Bible Study “Book of Revelation” 
 


