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WELCOME 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

DECEMBER 6, 2020 

 

“God’s Gift of Faith” 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 

What was it that made not only a couple or a few but, as Mark says, “all the 

country of Judea and all Jerusalem” come out to be baptized by the Baptist 

and to confess their sins? Well, what is it that made you get up and come to 

church today? Notice that today not all do come. Though occasionally during 

wartime or some great catastrophe more tend to come, the catechism 

explains, “I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to Him.” “But,” it continues, “the Holy Spirit has called me by 

the Gospel.” Some think believing is impossible for them. But believing is 

not on you; it is a gift from God, overflowing with forgiveness, life, and 

salvation. God was with John by the Jordan River. God is here with you by 

His Word and Sacraments. 

 

WELCOME 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  LSB 344 
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1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh. 

Awake and hearken, for He brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings! 

2 Then cleansed be every life from sin: 

make straight the way for God within, 

and let us all our hearts prepare 

for Christ to come and enter there. 

3 We hail You as our Savior, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward. 

Without Your grace we waste away 

like flowers that wither and decay. 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 

And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face 

Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee, 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 

Whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
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Pastor: Prepare the way of the Lord. Recalling our Baptism into 

Christ, we confess our sins to God in the full assurance of 

the gift of forgiveness by the mighty sacrifice of His Son. 
 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

 

People: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

 and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

 But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

 them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and  

 death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Pastor: Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. 

Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 

People: and illumine Your Church. 
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HYMN    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”       LSB 357, St. 2 

 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

 

 WORD  

  

Kyrie  

 

 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts by Your mighty Word and 

Spirit, O Lord, that we may be prepared to receive Your gifts of life  

and salvation through the forgiveness of our sins; through Jesus  

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1–11  (Comfort for 

God’s people) 

40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity 

is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for 

all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 

the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 

made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 

places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 

flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is 

grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass 

withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but 

the word of our God will stand forever. 9 Go on up to a high 

mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 

strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord 

GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his 

reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend 

his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with 

young. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

EPISTLE   2 Peter 3:8–14    (The day of the Lord will come.) 
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8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one 

day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The 

Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 

should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a 

thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 

heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and 

the works that are done on it will be exposed. 

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people 

ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and 

hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies 

will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are 

waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 

dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 

diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE Luke 3:4b, 6   (spoken together) 

 

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight; 

all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1–8 (John the Baptist prepares the 

way.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my 

messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3 the voice 

of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight,’” 

4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the 

country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 

being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt 

around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, 

saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of 

whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have 

baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People”   

          (LSB 347) 

1 Comfort, comfort ye my people,  

speak ye peace, thus saith our God; 

Comfort those who sit in darkness, 

mourning 'neath their sorrow's load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem 

of the peace that waits for them; 

Tell her that her sins I cover, 

and her warfare now is over. 



8 
 

2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 

blotting out each dark misdeed; 

All that well deserved his anger 

He no more will see or heed. 

She hath suffered many a day, 

now her griefs have passed away; 

God will change her pining sadness 

into ever-springing gladness. 

3 Hark, the herald's voice is crying 

in the desert far and near, 

bidding all men to repentance, 

since the kingdom now is here. 

O that warning cry obey! 

Now prepare for God a way; 

Let the valleys rise to meet Him, 

and the hills bow down to greet Him. 

4 Make ye straight what long was crooked, 

make the rougher places plain; 

let your hearts be true and humble, 

as befits His holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord 

now o'er earth is shed abroad; 

and all flesh shall see the token 

that His word is never broken. 

 

SERMON      Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.   

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  
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times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way  

John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah,  

the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and  

calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath 

to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels  

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and  

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS “O Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”     (Tune: LSB 357) 

 

O holy, holy, holy Lord,  

The God by heav’nly hosts adored, 

Both heav’n and earth Your glory show.  

Hosanna sing we to the Lord. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
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Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  

 

 

AGNUS DEI      “O Christ, the Holy Lamb of God”     

  (TUNE:  LSB 357) 

 

O Christ, the holy Lamb of God,  

Who takes away the whole world’s sin, 

Have mercy on us now, we pray,  

And grant Your heav’nly peace within. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 +DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 
By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”         (LSB 621) 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence,  

and with fear and trembling stand;  

ponder nothing earthly-minded,  

for with blessing in his hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth,  

our full homage to demand. 

2 King of kings, yet born of Mary,  

as of old on earth he stood,  

Lord of lords, in human vesture, 

in the body and the blood,  

he will give to all the faithful  

his own self for heav'nly food. 

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven  

spreads its vanguard on the way, 
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as the Light of light descendeth 

from the realms of endless day,  

that the pow'rs of hell may vanish  

as the darkness clears away. 

4 At his feet the six-winged seraph,  

cherubim, with sleepless eye,  

veil their faces to the presence,  

as with ceaseless voice they cry,  

"Alleluia, alleluia,  

alleluia, Lord Most High!" 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”                 (LSB 937) 

 

Lord, bid Your servant go in peace, 

Your word is now fulfilled. 

These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn 

This child so long foretold 

 

This is the Savior of the world, 

The Gentiles’ promised light, 

God’s glory dwelling in our midst, 

The joy of Israel. 

 

With saints of old, with saints to come, 

To You we lift our voice; 

To Father, Son, and Spirit blest 

Be honor, love, and praise. 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
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Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You  

have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of 

Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith  

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, 

we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast  

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end; through Jesus  

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”

           (LSB 348) 

1 The King shall come when morning dawns  

and light triumphant breaks, 

when beauty gilds the eastern hills,  

and life to joy awakes. 

2 Not as of old a little child  

to bear, and fight, and die,  

but crowned with glory like the sun  

that lights the morning sky. 
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3 O brighter than the rising morn  

when He, victorious, rose  

and left the lonesome place of death,  

despite the rage of foes. 

4 O brighter than that glorious morn  

shall dawn upon our race.  

The day when Christ in splendor comes,  

and we shall see His face. 

5 The King shall come when morning dawns  

and light and beauty brings. 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 

Come quickly, King of kings! 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1.  

Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

• Organist:         George Kelm 

• Liturgist:  Rev. Maurice Lind 

• The next Midwest Creation Fellowship presentation will be 

tomorrow evening at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 

1501 Deep Lake Rd., Antioch, IL.  The speaker, Jay 

Seegert, will begin at 7:00pm with questions and answers at 

8:00pm. 

• The Place of Refuge collection has been extended into 

December. Please place any contributions into the crib 

in the fellowship area. 

• A Voters’ Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 20, 

following our worship service.  Elections for the positions 
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of Vice President, Evangelism Chairman, Stewardship 

Chairman, and 3 Elders will be held.  Please see Pastor or 

George if you are interested. 

 

• Our shut-ins always appreciate hearing from you:   

Diane Gaertner -The Bay at Burlington Health & Rehab 

Ctr. 677 E. State Street, Burlington, WI  53105 

Alma Paradies – 271 Quail Drive, Genoa City, WI  53128-

2512 

• Please call or e-mail Pastor Oswald with your prayer 

requests.  We will not collect prayer request cards at this 

time. 

• Please remember to check your mailbox at the head of the 

stairs. 

 

BIRTHDAY 

   12/11 Harold Elverman 

     

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

12/7/20 – 12/13/20 

  Monday:  6:30pm:     Elders’ Meeting 

   

Wednesday:   4:30pm:   Confirmation Class  

7:00pm:     Advent Worship 

 

  Saturday:        6:30pm:     Worship Service  

 

Sunday:           9:00 am:   Worship Service 

                           10:15 am:   Children’s Sunday School 

            Adult Bible Study “Book of Revelation” 
 

 


