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WELCOME 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

DECEMBER 27, 2020 

 

“SEEING OUR SALVATION” 
 

AS WE GATHER 

 

The Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas takes us to the temple in 

Jerusalem, where Jesus is brought by Mary and Joseph. In presenting Him 

there, they are affirming that He is dedicated to God as a firstborn son. But 

He is much more than a son—He is the Son. In her classic hymn text, 

German hymnist Elisabeth Cruciger celebrates His coming as she writes, 

“The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers, By God the Father 

given, In human form appears. No sphere His light confining, No star so 

brightly shining As He, our Morning Star” (LSB 402:1). Jesus is the One in 

whom we see our salvation, whose light guides our way through life, and 

whose presence enlightens our world. With joy, we worship Him! 

 

WELCOME 
 

 PREPARATION  
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OPENING HYMN    “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”     (LSB 386) 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav'n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

2 Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to thee. 

Cheer my wearied spirit,  O pure and holy Child; 

Through Thy gr ace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee! 

3 Now through His Son doth shine The Father's grace divine. 

Death was reigning o'er us Through sin and vanity 

Till He opened for us A bright eternity. 

May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there! 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav'nly ground? 

Where the angels singing With all His saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing In heav'nly joy and light, 

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Luke 2:30, 32; Psalm 71:19, 23 

 

Pastor: Alleluia! My eyes have seen Your salvation, 
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People: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to 

Your people Israel. Alleluia! 

 

Pastor: Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. 

People: You who have done great things, O God, who is like 

You? 

Pastor: My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to You; 

People: my soul also, which You have redeemed. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: People redeemed by the Lord, let us now make 

confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

 

People: Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We repent of having sinned against You 

in thought, word, and deed. We have left undone those 

things we ought to have done; we have done those 

things we ought not to have done. We have not lived 

our lives fully in the freedom won for us by our Lord. 

We have not always shared the bounty You have given 

us as stewards of Your creation. We sincerely repent 

of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and 

forgiveness in Jesus, our Savior. By the renewing 

work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is 

sinful in our lives that each day we grow in 

righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your 

holy name. 

 

Pastor: God has promised pardon, life, and salvation because of 

the atoning sacrifice of His beloved Son, who has 

replaced slavery to sin with a priceless inheritance of 

freedom and joy. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
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Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you 

believe, so may it be. 

People: Amen. 

Kyrie  

 

 

 WORD  

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You  

wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more  

wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be  

alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one  

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:10–62:3 (Nations 

will acknowledge the Chosen One of the Lord.) 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered 

me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 
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like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself 

with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a 

garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will 

cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 

62 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I 

will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

and her salvation as a burning torch.  2 The nations shall see your 

righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called 

by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3 You shall be 

a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in 

the hand of your God. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE      Galatians 4:4–7 (At the right time, God sent His Son 

into the world.) 

 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And 

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a 

son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–40 (Jesus is presented in the 

temple by Mary and Joseph.) 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second 

chapter 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the 

Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to 

the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who 

first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to 

offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a 

pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man 

in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 

and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of 

the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according 

to your word;  30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you 

have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation 

to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 

him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 

Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce 

through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may 

be revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 

husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 
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temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And 

coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 

speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of 

the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And 

the favor of God was upon him. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “O Sing of Christ”    (LSB 362, Sts. 1,3,4) 

 

1 O sing of Christ, whose birth made known The kindness of the 

Lord. 

Eternal Word made flesh and bone So we could be restored. 

Upon our frail humanity God’s finger chose to trace 

The fullness of His deity, The icon of His grace. 

 

3 He came to that which was His own, But He was not received. 

Yet still through Him God’s glory shone, And some His name 

believed. 

To these He gave the right to be The heirs of heav’n above. 

Born not of human ancestry But born of God in love. 

 

4 Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell Among us here on 

earth. 

As God with us, Emmanuel, To bring this holy birth. 

Though rich, You willingly became One with our poverty. 

That we might share Your wealth and name For all eternity! 
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SERMON           Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CATECHISM  The Third Article 

Pastor: Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we can call God 

our “Abba”—our Father. The Spirit directs our praying 

and intercedes for us. Today we confess the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed regarding the work of the Holy Spirit 

and also speak the words from Luther’s Small Catechism 

regarding the work of the Spirit through the Church, of 

which each of us is a special part. 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but 

the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 

enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me 

in the true faith. 

 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 

sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and 

keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives 

all my sins and the sins of all believers. 

 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, 

and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
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This is most certainly true. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, merciful and everlasting 

God, whom we are privileged to call upon as our Father. Mercifully  

grant that we live in thankfulness for the right we have been given to 

be called Your children and await with joy the eternity that is to  

come in Your glorious presence. Therefore with angels and  

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify  

Your glorious name, forevermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS       [St. 1 & 5, LSB 389] 

 

Let all together praise our God 
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Before His glorious throne; 

Today He opens heav’n again  

To give us His own Son, 

To give us His own Son. 

 

Your grace in lowliness revealed,  

Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

And Spirit evermore; 

We praise You evermore. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
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give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI                  (LSB 947, St. 3) 

 

O Jesus Christ, the only Son 

Begotten of the Father, 

Your saving death has made us one 

With God and with each other. 

O Lamb of God, to You on high 

In our distress we sinners cry, 

Have mercy on us, amen! 

 

 

 +DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 
By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 
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- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN      “Mary’s Little Boy Child” 

1 Long time ago in Bethlehem,  

So the Holy Bible say, 

Mary’s boy child, Jesus Christ,  

Was born on Christmas Day. 

Hark! Now hear the angels sing, 

New King is born today. 

And we will live forevermore 

Because of Christmas Day. 

 

2 While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

Heaven opened up with love. 

They heard a choir from heaven sing;  

the music came from above.   

Hark! Now hear the angels sing, 

New King is born today. 

And we will live forevermore 

Because of Christmas Day. 

 

3  Now Joseph and his wife, Mary,  

Came to Bethlehem that night. 

They found no place to bear her child;  

not a single room was in sight. 

 

4 By and by they found a little nook  

In a stable all forlorn, 

And in a manger, cold and dark,  

Mary’s little boy child was born.   

Trumpets sound and angels sing. 
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Listen to what they say, 

That we will live forevermore 

Because of Christmas Day. 
 Composer: Jester Hairston     

Reprinted under Church Copyright License Number 11156069. 

NUNC DIMITTIS            (LSB, pages 199-200) 

 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 

According to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,  

which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles  

and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, we thank You  

for having fed us with the body and blood of our Savior Jesus  

Christ, assuring us, thereby, that we are truly members of His Body,  

the Church. And we ask You to help us by Your Holy Spirit that we  

continue in this fellowship and do the good works that You desire us 

to do, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, to whom with You  

and the same Spirit be all honor and glory, forever and ever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
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Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” (LSB 390) 

1 Let us all with gladsome voice Praise the God of heaven, 

Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, His own Son hath given. 

2 To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sadness, 

That with Him in heav'ns fair homes We may reign in gladness. 

3 We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder? 

Therefore praise God evermore Here on earth and yonder. 

4 Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, Be Thou ever near us. 

Grant us now a glad new year. Amen, Jesus, hear us. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

• Preacher:        Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist:  Rev. Maurice Lind 

• Organist:         George Kelm 

• Reader:  George Kelm 

• A/V Team:      Stan & Cheryl Grey 

• Our shut-ins always appreciate hearing from you:   

Diane Gaertner -The Bay at Burlington Health & Rehab 

Ctr. 677 E. State Street, Burlington, WI  53105 
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Alma Paradies – 271 Quail Drive, Genoa City, WI  53128-

2512 

• Please call or e-mail Pastor Oswald with your prayer 

requests.  We will not collect prayer request cards at this 

time. 

• Please remember to check your mailbox at the head of the 

stairs. 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

   12/29 Caleb McShea 

   12/29 Alyssa Wappler 

   12/30 Kathy Kelley 

 

       ANNIVERSARIES 

   12/28 Wayne & Tonya Olsen 

   12/31 Tanner & Rachel Muur 

     

 

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

12/28/20 – 1/3/21 

   

Sunday:           9:00 am:    Worship Service 

                           10:15 am:   De-decorate the Church 

  Children’s Sunday School 

  
 


