
1 
 

WELCOME 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

TWIN LAKES, WI 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD - CHRISTMAS EVE 

DECEMBER 24, 2020 

 
AS WE GATHER 

“Glory to God in the highest!” The expression of praise by the heavenly host on the 

night when Jesus was born into our world has echoed through the ages. As we gather 

for this most special day, we find joy in repeating the words of God’s heavenly 

messengers. The angels proclaimed a message of peace and good will, a word from 

God that was appearing in the Word made flesh—the baby Jesus born to bring the 

light of redemption to a people on earth lost in darkness. “Gloria in excelsis Deo!” 

Whether we are singing in English or Latin or some other language, the message of 

the words is what matters. We worship our Lord and rejoice in the gift to us from 

God at Christmas! 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC     6:40-7:00 

Christmas Songs and Carols: George Kelm 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM           “O Holy Night”                   Dwight/Adam 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

https://mylordkatie.wordpress.com/2017/12/05/merry-christmas-2017/glory-to-god-in-the-highest/
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Pastor: O Lord, open Thou my lips. 

Congregation: And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.  

 

Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 

Congregation: Make haste to help me, O Lord.  

 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen.  Alleluia.  

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Pastor:  Let us pray.   O God, You make us glad with the yearly 

remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  

Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with 

sure confidence behold Him when He comes to gather His own to be 

with Him and rejoice in Him forever; through the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   

Congregation:  Amen 

 

 

OPENING HYMN     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”               LSB 379 

(Candles on the Advent Wreath are lit) 

1 O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him Born the king of angels; 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

2 Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing!  [Refrain] 
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3 Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God In the highest: [Refrain] 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv'n! 

Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 

 

 

LITANY 

Pastor:  Christmas is really all about God’s love and grace, given to us in 

the gift of the God-Man, Jesus Christ. When we were separated from 

God by sin, He sought us out in love and desired to make us His 

children. Because we could not reach up to God, He reached 

down to us.  

Congregation: What a wonder!  In Jesus Christ, God comes to be 

with us! As the Scriptures says: “The virgin will be with child and 

will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” – which 

means, “God with us.”  

Pastor:  What a wonder indeed!  In Jesus Christ God comes not only to 

be with us but to make us own.  

Congregation: He was called “Jesus” because He would save His 

people from their sins.  God did not spare His own Son, but gave 

Him up for us all.  

Pastor:  What a miracle it is that God has taken on human flesh and 

become part of our world,  

Congregation: So that he might redeem us and make us His own. 

Nothing in all the universe should fill us with more joy. 
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HYMN           “Joy to the World”                                        LSB #387 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King: 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 

And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love. 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF THE ANGELS                    Reading: Luke 2:1-14 

Pastor:  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to 

his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
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because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, 

the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 

with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will among 

men!” 

 

 

HYMN     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                         LSB 380 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Refrain:  Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
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Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel! [Refrain] 

 

3 Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. [Refrain] 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF THE SHEPHERDS            Luke 2:15-20 

Pastor:  15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 

manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered 

at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM       “See Amid the Winter’s Snow”    Caswell/Goss 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF THE PROPHETS 

Pastor:  “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.”  “After me comes 

one, the thongs of one whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”  “The 
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virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Immanuel.”  

“To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be 

upon his shoulders.”  “A star shall come out of Jacob, a scepter will rise 

out of Israel.”  “But you O Bethlehem, Ephrathah, though you are small 

among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be 

ruler of Israel, whose origins are from of old from ancient times.” 

Congregation (from Hebrews 1 and 2): “In the past, God spoke to our 

forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 

but in these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he has 

appointed the heir of all things, and through whom he made the 

universe.”  “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 

word.” 

 

 

EXPLANATION OF THE APOSTLES 

Pastor  (from John 1 and Romans 5):  “The Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.   From his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace.   For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ.”  “For if many died through one man's 

trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace 

of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.  And the free gift is not 

like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one 

trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 

trespasses brought justification.  For if, because of one man's trespass, 

death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive 

the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life 

through the one man Jesus Christ.” 

Congregation:  “Though he was in the form of God, he did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped.  He had to be made like his 

brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and 

faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for 
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the sins of the people.   By grace you have been saved through faith.  

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God” 

 

 

REFLECTION       Rev Tim Oswald 

 

 

HYMN  “Let All Together Praise Our God”         LSB #389 vv 1,2,4 

1.Let all together praise our God 

Before His glorious throne; 

Today He opens heav’n again, 

To give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.  

 

2.The Father sends Him from His throne 

To be an infant small;  

And lie here, poorly manger’d now 

In this cold dismal stall, In this cold dismal stall. 

 

4.He undertakes a great exchange, 

Puts on our mortal frame; 

And in return gives us His realm, 

His glory and His name, His glory and His name. 
 

 

A CHRISTMAS DRAMA  “The Real Gift of Christmas”  

(Our little skit this evening is to remind us that as much as we wish to do something 

for God and bring him our gifts, even when they are noble such as our time, talents, 

and treasures, the heart of this holy day is not about the gifts that we give but rather 

the reality that Christ is God’s gift of grace to us.) 

(The beautiful Italian hymn that you will hear near the end of the skit dates from 

1732 and reminds us that the child is given for our sake. 

Tu scendi dalle stelle    O Re del Cielo 

From starry skies descending    Thou comest, glorious king 

E vieni in una grotto    Al freddo e al gelo  (2X) 

A manger low thy bed,    In winter’s icy sting     



9 
 

O Bambino mio Divino    Io ti vedo qui a tremar 

O my dearest child most holy,    Shudd’ring, trembling in the cold! 

O Dio Beato     

Great God, Thou lovest me! 

Ah, quanto ti cost  L’avermi amato   (2X) 

What suff’ring thou didst bear,    That I might be near thee! 

 

The congregation is invited at the conclusion to join in “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem.”) 

 

 

HYMN              “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   LSB# 361 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 

 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

And gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing—to God the king 

And peace to all on earth! 

 

(verse three will be sung by Amanda and Emma) 

 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
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Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

 

COLLECT 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

Cong: And with thy spirit. 

Pastor: Unto us a Child is born! Alleluia! 

Cong: Unto us a Son is given! Alleluia!   

 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, we pray You, grant that the new 

birth of Your Son in the flesh may redeem us whom the old slavery held 

captive under the yoke of sin, that we may receive Him as Redeemer 

with joy, and, when He comes to judgment, that we may safely look 

upon Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, lives and reigns, one true God, forever and ever! 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

Pastor: Bless we the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God.  

 

BENEDICTION    (Lights will be turned down) 
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CLOSING HYMN            “Silent Night”           (LSB 363) 

Silent Night, Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 (The Choir will sing verse one in German- 

those who know it are invited to join in) 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior is born!  Christ the Savior is born! 

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light, 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming 

grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR ALTAR POINSETTIAS ARE AVAILABLE AFTER THE 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE FOR ANY VOLUNTARY 

DONATION. 
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Pastor:               Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

Organist:       George Kelm 

Choir Director:      Gail Feick 

Shepherds:       Emma and Amanda  

Jazz Musician:      Caleb  

Italian Man:      Caiden 

Angels:       Emery and Peyton 

Joseph:       Patrick McShea 

 

 

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

876 Lance Drive, Twin Lakes, WI  53181 

262-877-4381 

Website: hopetwinlakes.org 


