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WELCOME 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

DECEMBER 20, 2020 

 

“THE MYSTERY OF THE WORD MADE FLESH” 

 
 

AS WE GATHER 

God told King David by the prophet Nathan that He would build him a house. 

The mystery, however, was that He didn’t mean a structure of wood and 

stone but an inheritance and a kingdom—the house and lineage of David. The 

mystery of salvation is made known only and alone through “the prophetic 

writings” and living Word of God in the Holy Scriptures. As we prepare to 

celebrate the greatest mystery of the Word made flesh, the incarnation and 

birth of the Son of God, Jesus, the Savior of the world, the best mystery is 

that God through the very telling of this story in our ears gives, works, and 

builds the gift of faith in the heart so that we believe it. We believe that Jesus 

was born for us, for me. He came down from heaven to be the only 

acceptable sacrifice for my sin, to redeem me, and give me eternal life 

through the forgiveness of my sins. O come, Emmanuel, God with us. O 

come, let us adore Him. 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN   “A Great and Mighty Wonder” (LSB 383 

             Sts. 1-4) 
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1 A great and mighty wonder, a full and holy cure! 

The Virgin bears the Infant with virgin-honor pure: 

Refrain: 

Proclaim the Savior’s birth: 'To God on high be glory, 

and peace to all the earth.' 

2 The Word becomes incarnate, and yet remains on high; 

And cherubim sing anthems 

to shepherds from the sky: [Refrain] 

3 While thus they sing your Monarch, those bright angelic 

bands, 

rejoice, O vales and mountains, and oceans, clap your hands: 

[Refrain] 

4 Since all He comes to ransom, by all be He adored, 

the Infant born in Bethl'em, the Savior and the Lord: [Refrain] 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: That our eyes and our ears may be open to receive the 

mystery of God’s love, let us first empty ourselves of 

everything that has closed our hearts to God, confessing 

our sin and need of forgiveness and life. 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 
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People: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Kyrie  

 

 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. 

Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 

People: and illumine Your Church. 

 

 

HYMN   “Savior of the Nations, Come”      (LSB 332, Sts. 1 & 7) 
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Savior of the Nations, come,  

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,  

that the Lord chose such a birth. 

From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides;  

In this light faith now abides. 

 

 

 WORD  

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come.  

Strengthen Your gift of faith in us, and keep us by Your power to be  

Your own; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy  

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Samuel 7:1–11,16 (The 

Lord’s covenant with David) 

7 Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given 

him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan 

the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of 
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God dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that 

is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 

4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5 “Go 

and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build 

me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 

been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I 

have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with 

any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 

people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?”’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, 

‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people 

Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut 

off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a 

great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will 

appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they 

may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent 

men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I 

appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest 

from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the 

LORD will make you a house.  

16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 

before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE   Romans 16:25–27 (Doxology) 

25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 

and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 

mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been 

disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known 

to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 

about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory 

forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE Matthew 1:23a    (spoken together) 

 

Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

they shall call His name Immanuel. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:26–38 (The birth of Jesus foretold) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 

of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was 

Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 

the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 

and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the 

angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear 

a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will 
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be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 

barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary 

said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according 

to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “My Soul Rejoices”           (LSB 933) 

 

1 My soul rejoices, my spirit voices— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

For God my Savior has shown me favor— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

With praise and blessing, join in confessing 

God, who is solely mighty and holy— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

His mercy surely shall rest securely 

On all who fear Him, love and revere Him— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
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2 His arm now baring, His strength declaring-- 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

The proud He scatters, their rule He shatters— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

Oppression halted; the meek exalted. 

Full are the hungry; empty, the wealthy; 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

Here is the token all that was spoken 

To Abr’ham’s offspring God is fulfilling— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

 

SERMON      Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.   

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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 SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty  

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 

mystery of the Word made flesh You have made known to all  

nations Your own glory, that in Your Son is fulfilled the hope of all 

mankind of forgiveness and eternal life with You. Therefore with  

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and  

singing: 

 

SANCTUS “O Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”     (Tune: LSB 357) 

 

O holy, holy, holy Lord,  

The God by heav’nly hosts adored, 

Both heav’n and earth Your glory show.  

Hosanna sing we to the Lord. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it  

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;   

this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you  

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI      “O Christ, the Holy Lamb of God”     

  (TUNE:  LSB 357) 

 

O Christ, the holy Lamb of God,  

Who takes away the whole world’s sin, 

Have mercy on us now, we pray,  

And grant Your heav’nly peace within. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 +DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 
By communing, a person says publicly that they - 

- are baptized and confirmed  

- believe Christ’s words 

- repent of their sins  

- fully agree with all that the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod teaches.    
 

How to receive – 

- anyone may come to the altar but keep hands folded if not receiving 
Communion 

- the center of the tray has a cup with just a drop of wine for those who 
must minimize alcohol 

- smile, exude your joy, but keep a reverent demeanor as others commune  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“God Loves Me Dearly”           (LSB 392) 
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1 God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation; 

God loves me dearly, Loves even me.  

Refrain: 

Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 

God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 

2 I was in bondage, sin, death, and darkness; 

God's love was working to make me free. (Refrain) 

3 He sent forth Jesus, my dear Redeemer; 

He sent forth Jesus and set me free. (Refrain) 

4 Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, Paid all I owed. (Refrain) 

5 Now I will praise You, O Love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You all my life long. (Refrain) 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”                 (LSB 937) 

 

Lord, bid Your servant go in peace, 

Your word is now fulfilled. 

These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn 

This child so long foretold 

 

This is the Savior of the world, 

The Gentiles’ promised light, 

God’s glory dwelling in our midst, 

The joy of Israel. 
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With saints of old, with saints to come, 

To You we lift our voice; 

To Father, Son, and Spirit blest 

Be honor, love, and praise. 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of  

all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son  

into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us  

pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 

Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy  

Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through  

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You  

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN     “Once in Royal David’s City”        

 (LSB 376, Sts. 1,2,4,5) 
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1 Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little child. 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and His shelter was a stable, 

and His cradle was a stall: 

with the poor, and mean, and lowly, 

lived on earth our Savior holy. 

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

thro' His own redeeming love; 

for that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heav'n above: 

and He leads His children on 

to the place where He is gone. 

5 Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see Him, but in heaven, 

set at God's right hand on high; 

when like stars His children crowned, 

all in white His praise will sound! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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• Preacher:        Rev. Dr. Timothy Oswald 

• Liturgist:  Rev. Maurice Lind 

• Organist:         George Kelm 

• Reader:  Nadine Kelm 

• A/V Team:      Stan & Cheryl Grey 

• The Place of Refuge collection has been extended into 

December. Please place any contributions into the crib 

in the fellowship area. 

• Our shut-ins always appreciate hearing from you:   

Diane Gaertner -The Bay at Burlington Health & Rehab 

Ctr. 677 E. State Street, Burlington, WI  53105 

Alma Paradies – 271 Quail Drive, Genoa City, WI  53128-

2512 

• Please call or e-mail Pastor Oswald with your prayer 

requests.  We will not collect prayer request cards at this 

time. 

• Please remember to check your mailbox at the head of the 

stairs. 

 

BIRTHDAY 

   12/25  Chuck Johnson 

     

Opportunities to Serve the Lord This Week 

12/21/20 – 12/27/20 

  Wednesday:   4:30pm:   Confirmation Class  

  Thursday: 7:00pm:   Christmas Eve Worship 

  Friday:  10:00am:   Christmas Day Worship 

Saturday:        6:30pm:     Worship Service  

Sunday:           9:00 am:    Worship Service 

                           10:15 am:   Adult Bible Study 

  Children’s Sunday School 

  


