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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Were you a part of the Christmas pageant at your church when you 

were growing up?  An inseparable part of Christmas memories surely 

connects back to those moments that we went to the front of the 

church in our shepherd costumes, angel costumes, wise men 

costumes, maybe even Mary or Joseph. 

 

I remember the stories of my grandmother who sewed literally 

hundreds of costumes over her lifetime for the pageants from the 

glory days of the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and 70’s when churches were 

packed with kids.  All of the work that our parents, the “old saints of 

the church,” and various other role models contributed to those 
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events proved to be worth the investments.  Our school principal at 

the Lutheran parochial school I attended poured his whole life into 

the Christmas cantata that we did.  The scenery people and decorators 

gave up their time at the point in the year where they had the least 

time to spare.   They were marvelous memories.  Of course, most of 

the memories are fun, others are just plain funny.  Did your church 

dramas have any costume failures?  Forgotten lines?  Botched song 

attempts?  And if you ever tried to use real animals or if your church 

ever had a live nativity – well, let’s just say that animals never stick 

to the script.  Ah, what great times.  Church was packed.  People sang 

out.  The Christmas spirit saturated the whole crowd. 

 
Of course there are far fewer children in church these days.  We 

know that the most prominent reason for this is that there are far 

fewer children overall.  The birth rate has declined to the point that 

children do not pack out churches as they did decades ago.  Even 

schools suffer from declining enrollment rates.  There are just not as 

many kids as there used to be. 

 

Neither can we ignore, however, another factor.  We live in a society 

that is not as “churched” as it had been.   I think there are more 

children growing up in homes which place no value upon church life.  

When I watched the “protesters” and rioters this year from Antifa, 

BLM, or Chop, it occurred to me how unlikely it was that any given 

one of those bullies dressed in black had once been dressed as a 

shepherd or an angel.  Kids who knelt before a manger singing 

“Silent Night” aren’t the kinds of kids that grow up and throw rocks 

through windows.  Who thinks the teens looting a store could have 



 3 

been the same ones whose grandparents and extended family filled 

two pews to watch them emerge stage right clad in vivid colors with 

boxes of gold, frankincense, and myrrh for the baby doll in 

swaddling clothes under the makeshift stable?  When the church 

lights were dimmed, the little boy with a small staff that had a crook 

at the top, and a toy lamb in the other arm, he’s not the same boy that 

was on TV with a black mask, black sunglasses, and black bicycle 

helmet, screaming profanities at diners in a restaurant. 

 

Our Christmas experiences shaped us.  Not just the gifts and the 

songs and the lights, but the reenactments and retellings of the 

Christmas story, they made us better people, humbler people, grateful 

people; they helped to give us a sense of wonder at uplifting things 

mysteriously bigger and beyond ourselves.  What experiences in the 

life of an un-churched child today has the power to do that? 

I barely remember one of our pastors who had overheard someone 

say that “Christmas is for children” and his sermon reminded us that 

Christmas, the gift of the Christ child, God incarnate, was for ALL of 

us. 

 
Of course he was absolutely right; but when I think now of how 

much those Christmas experiences at church molded the souls and 

characters of me and my sisters and my classmates, the innocent 

comment that Christmas is for children was also right.  In a powerful 

way, what we see, hear, do, say, smell, and participate in at our 

church has a powerful impact for the rest of one’s life. 

 



 4 

Christ Lutheran Church and St Paul’s Lutheran Church staked out a 

lot of territory in my brain before other memories could get in there.  

I’m really glad for that; and I’m glad now to be a part of the family at 

Hope Lutheran Church as we impart the same to our children and 

grandchildren.  The power of the nativity - We have been 

proclaiming it for 2000 years.  We will not stop.  Our society needs it 

now, more than at any time over our life spans.   O Christ, be born 

anew in hearts today. 

 

Pastor Tim Oswald 

      
  

VOTERS’ MEETING 
 

The next meeting will be held on December 20 immediately 

following our worship service.  Elections for the positions of Vice 

President, Evangelism Chairman, Stewardship Chairman, and 3 

Elders will be held, addition to the approval of the 2021 Church 

Budget.  If you are interested in running for any of these offices, 

please see Pastor or George. 
 

 

WOMEN OF HOPE 

 
Despite all of the uncertainty in the world these days, the Women of 

Hope have been able to continue with at least a few of our usual 

projects.  We have also been blessed with being able to make a 

significant contribution to the LCMS Ministry to the Armed 

Forces, which supports our chaplains and helps them minister to the 

many men and women in our country's service. 
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Thanks to everyone who helped serve at our worship service on 

LWML Sunday.  If you missed getting a mite box, more are 

available.  Funds from the mite boxes are used for projects in our 

District, as well as for funding grants at the national/global level – all 

for the purpose of reaching out to others and spreading the Word of 

God.   

 

Operation Christmas Child was a success again this year!  Twenty 

four boxes were collected to share with children in various parts of 

the world, including the US, to help them know the true meaning of 

Christmas and let them know Jesus loves them.  Thanks to Nadine 

for coordinating everything for us.  

 

Since, due to the pandemic, we were not able to have the “shower” 

for A Place of Refuge in the Spring, we decided to do this in 

November, and deliver everything to the women, babies and children 

at APOR just in time for Christmas!  We are extending the date into 

December, so if you would like to participate, there is still time.  

Suggested items are diapers (all sizes), wipes, other baby items, hand 

cream and other women's toiletries, baby and small children's 

clothing, stuffed animals, books, mittens, scarves, hats, baby 

blankets/throws.  Please put your donations in the pack n play in the 

back of the fellowship area.  Monetary gifts are also welcome.  

 

 
 

Countdown to Christmas/Reverse Advent Calendar  We are, once 

again, sponsoring the annual and encourage our congregation 

members to help with this. This is a special project that you and your 
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family can participate in that will greatly help people in our 

community.  Here's how it works – each day in Advent, instead of 

opening a window on the Advent calendar and GETTING a gift, 

you will GIVE a gift!  Simply put a food item, toiletry item, school 

supply, mittens, scarf, etc. in a box or basket until Christmas (or the 

end of December).  Everything will be delivered to the Twin Lakes 

Food Pantry in January, as the need is greatest after the holidays are 

over.  More information can be found in the bulletins in December.  

Questions?  Please see Gail. 

 

There will be no “official” meetings in December, January, and 

February.  We are always looking for ways to serve our church, 

community, and mission projects here and abroad, so please share 

your ideas at our next meeting in March. 

 

Thank you to everyone in the congregation for participating and 

helping with what we do to serve the Lord.  We feel very blessed to 

be part of a congregation that truly wants to spread the Word of God 

and help others. 

 

Have a very blessed Christmas and may the love of the Christ Child 

remain in your hearts all year long! 

Gail Feick 

President 
 

CHOIR NOTES 

 

   

Our Fall choral season has flown by and came to a close at 

Thanksgiving. Hopefully, you have enjoyed what we have done so 

far!  We feel grateful to have so many of our members from last year 

http://westwaybaptist.com/events/adult-choir-practice-3-2018-01-28/
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back with us – Peter, Jim, Marie, Amanda, Joules, Cheryl, Pastor 

Lind, Lori, Dawn and Doris.  And, we will continue to miss and pray 

for those who have not been able to join us this year – Kay, Dave, 

and Ron.  We have also been blessed to welcome a newcomer to our 

choir, Tabra Gomski.  Tabra is no stranger to singing and was active 

in the music ministry at her prior church. 

 

We are now working on our music for Advent and Christmas, and 

there is still time to join us.  During Advent, we will move our 

normal 7:30pm rehearsal time to immediately following the 

midweek Advent services.  We will still sing every other Sunday, as 

well as Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  There will be no 

rehearsal New Year's week. 

 

Feel so blessed that, despite so many changes in home, school and 

work schedules, our members continue to bring their voices to praise 

the Lord with our choir!  I want to thank every one of you, and also 

George and Nadine, for your dedication! 

 

If you enjoy music and singing, please consider spending some time 

with us for fellowship, fun and making a joyful noise to praise the 

Lord!  You do not have to be a member of Hope to join. 

 

Blessings for a joyous Christmas! 
 

   Gail Feick, Director 

 

                

GREETINGS FROM PASTOR WOKOMA 

Greetings in the Name of our Coming Lord! Amen! 

We recently wrapped up the annual LCN Council (the supreme 

governing body of the church). About twenty resolutions were 

arrived at peacefully. The Council recreated their Confessional 
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commitment to the Evangelical Lutheran Confessions. Following the 

COVID-19 restrictions, one should say, it was an excellent gathering. 

There will be no regular Convention come January as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic as a convention of that nature in most cases 

consists of over 6,000 persons. However, in place of Convention, 

there will be a one-day Thanksgiving service on the Sunday of the 

usual Convention week.  

JEM Lutheran Seminary is preparing for its end of semester exams 

and Christmas break, third week of December.  

Once again, I would like to seize this opportunity to thank my very 

beloved great supporters who, even during this uncertain time, still 

graciously fund my mission in Africa. I also thank the individuals 

and groups that have sponsored the five students in Ft. Wayne to the 

successful completion of the STM program. The commencement was 

on November 13. And I would like to thank those who were able to 

leave their work and / or traveled to attend the commencement 

irrespective of these uncertain times.   

Snippets: 

1.   Of the students who stayed with me as a result of the 

lockdown and who had parents pass away, there is still one 

burial to take place. That is going to happen this week.  

2.   We are expecting the five students who just completed 

their STM in Ft. Wayne to return to Africa sometime this 

month and resume teaching at JEMLS next semester. I look 

forward to their coming. It will be a big relief to me in terms of 

reducing my workload. To God Alone Glory Be! Amen. 

 

Prayer Requests 
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1.   Please pray that the remaining burial will be carried out as 

scheduled. 

2.   Please pray for the safe journey of the students coming 

back from Ft. Wayne. 

3.   Please pray for the successful completion of this semester, 

and for a productive final examination for the JEMLS 

students.  

As we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ, I pray that He will come and make His bed in your 

hearts and homes. Amen! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Wokoma 

 

PASTOR’S CRYPTOLOGICAL 
CAROLS CONTEST 

 
Try your skills at recognizing these well-known Christmas tunes 

under different titles! 

 

1.      Small city in Judea 

2.      Colorless Yuletime 

3.      Singular yearning for twin anterior incisors 

4.      Righteous darkness 

5.      Loyal followers advance 
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6.      Weather: Cloudless    Arrival Time:  2400 

7.      Far off in a feeder 

8.      Array the corridors 

9.      Bantam percussionist 

10. Monarchial triad 

11. Nocturnal noiselessness 

12. Father Christmas en route to borough 

13. Initial Christmas 

14. Frozen precipitation commence 

15. Proceed and enlighten on the pinnacle 

16. The quadruped with the vermillion proboscis 

17. Query regarding identity of descendant 

18. Delight for this plant 

19. Give attention to the melodious celestial beings 

20. Hence arriveth Kris Kringle 

21. To decry matriarchal osculation of yuletide                           

anthropomorphism 

22. At the zenith of the habitat 

23. Endocarpe vesticated in a conflagration 

24. Jehovah dulcify blithe cavaliers 

25. Dozen festive 24 hour intervals 

 

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 

 


