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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

This past June, I must admit to being surprised at the acceleration of 

our society’s moral peril.  It was “Pride Month.”  The media 

coverage of the parades and public events (carefully edited of the 

perverse and just plain weird behavior) seemed greater than ever 

before.  During a trip I made into Chicago, the vast number of 

rainbow flags over buildings and in storefront windows overwhelmed 

me.  Public statements and backing for “celebrations” by my own 

bank opened my eyes to corporate America as it stumbled over itself 

in affirming commitments to LGBTQ support.  Mainstream churches 

now lead the charge and our former cousins in the ELCA have 

moved from openness to full embrace (a source to rapidly get a 
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glimpse of this is at https://www.exposingtheelca.com/ ). It seemed 

that only a decade ago, public opinion still felt uncomfortable with 

the tenets of LGBTQ agenda but now voices of dissent are swept 

away under the tidal wave of public enthusiasm for it.  The univocal 

perspective from education, media, entertainment, and peers have 

taken deep root in the new generation of our youth even among 

Christians who are no longer able to articulate the traditional 

Christian perspective. 

 

On May 17th this year, the House of Representatives passed a 

resolution with the Orwellian title of “The Equality Act.”  It claims 

the lofty goal of removing “discrimination” based upon sexual 

orientation or gender identity.  What it does in fact is seek to codify a 

massive effort to discriminate against those of us with religious 

convictions and even common-sense people who see biology as 

innate.  What will happen to Lutheran schools that won’t let boys 

who think they are girls into the girl’s locker room?  Or the school 

that won’t let that boy compete in the girl’s athletic program?  There 

are many larger scenarios in which our society will fundamentally 

change for the worse.   

 

While the LGBTQ agenda appeals to the emotions of our society 

with stories of discrimination (real or perceived), the stories of 

discrimination against those of us with traditional views multiply.  

This isn’t about equal justice for them, it is about stamping out their 

opposition.  At the request of the South Wisconsin District of the 

LCMS, I contacted my Senators and Congressional Representative to 

express my concerns.  All three responded with canned platitudes 

about ending discrimination against people based upon “who they 

love.”  None responded to my concerns about the new discrimination 

against those with traditional views. 

 

The lopsidedness of this issue in the public arena can be seen in the 

fact that many people would not get past the second line of this 

article without writing me off as a “hater.”  Well, it’s true in one 

https://www.exposingtheelca.com/
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sense.  I don’t hate any people, but I do hate sin.  Both Old and New 

Testaments clearly teach that homosexual behavior and desires are 

sinful.  I’m criticized as standing against this category of sins but 

ignoring certain other kinds of sins such as failure to love those who 

wrestle with deep issues of sexuality and identity.  No, I preach 

against all sins: But this category of immorality deserves extra 

attention.  While all sins are terrible, the OT describes homosexual 

act as “abomination.”  The NT spotlights same-sex sexual behavior 

as a symptom of a much larger spiritual matter. 

 

To all those with yard signs or bumper stickers that inanely espouse 

“Love, Not Hate,” be assured that I am motivated by love.  One’s 

sense of sexual identity and the types of sexual desires that a person 

feels are not entirely innate but are fungible.  We are already seeing 

that as society sends the message to children that any and all forms of 

those identities and desires are laudable, more young people 

experiment with them in new ways.  I would spare our children from 

that.  The negative consequences of alternate sexualities upon 

emotional, personal, relational, and health matters are fact, even 

though these are either downplayed or falsely blamed on 

traditionalists.  For people who pursue sex changes, we are just 

beginning to understand some of the dire medical consequences, 

although research on this is swept under the avalanche of political 

correctness to teach our children that they have to choose their own 

genders.  Most of all, however, I am concerned for the spiritual 

consequences. 

 

If someone is caught up in sexual sin, can that person still be a 

Christian?  The answer of course is a resounding yes!  A Christian is 

not someone who lives a certain way.  A Christian is someone who 

believes (has faith) in the promise of God that for the sake of Christ’s 

sacrifice upon the cross, God forgives that person’s sin, welcomes 

them and makes them His adopted child.  Faith in Jesus Christ makes 

someone a Christian, not lifestyle or self-identity: But those to whom 
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God gives grace are called to repent of sin in connection with 

believing the Gospel. 

 

Do I have sins of which I am not aware and have not yet repented?  

Surely, and my status before God is not abolished by this: But if God 

makes me aware of a sin, and over a long period of time I not only do 

not feel contrite about it but I embrace it and celebrate it, then it is 

not right for anyone to give me the consolations of the Gospel. 

None but God can ascertain the details of how these things interact in 

a given individual’s heart, but it is abundantly clear that we must 

preach against sin: And the more someone protests that their sin is 

not sin, the more that one thing has become the barrier to the Gospel.  

A Christian preacher proclaims the Law to those who are apathetic 

about their sin and proclaims the Gospel to those who are in terror of 

their sin.  Nothing is more meaningful or powerful for me than to be 

able to tell someone who rather than feeling pride in a sin, feels the 

brokenness and power of sin, that their heavenly Father is loving, 

compassionate, and merciful, welcoming them and dealing with their 

sin for them in Jesus Christ. 

 

 And so I do not let this issue go, even if mine should become the last 

such voice in America. 

      Pastor Tim Oswald 
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Join us for the Church Picnic immediately after the worship service 

on Sunday, September 15th. Dress casually for church. We will 

provide burgers, hot dogs, and pop. You may bring a snack, salad or 

dessert if you wish. We'll play BINGO, horse shoes, games for kids, 

and have good conversation. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex 

so we can shop for food. 

 

We will need help setting up the Picnic Tent on Friday, September 

13, at 10:00 A.M. This should take approximately one hour. Please 

join us at that time if you can help. 

 

Paul Trettin 

Evangelism Chairman 
  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL PLAN 

FOR 2019-2020 
Sept. 8 The Lord’s Supper: Models for Thinking About Fellowship 

Sept. 15 The Lord’s Supper: Models for Thinking About Fellowship 

Sept. 22 No Class: Voters’ Meeting 

Sept. 29 The Lord’s Supper: Models for Thinking About Fellowship 

 

Oct. 6  The Lord’s Supper: Key Texts 

Oct. 13 The Lord’s Supper: Key Texts 

Oct. 20 No Class: Lunch at Crandall’s 

Oct. 27 The Lord’s Supper: Key Texts 

 

Nov. 3   The Lord’s Supper: Communion Practice & Crafting a Statement 
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Nov. 10  The Lord’s Supper: Communion Practice & Crafting a Statement 

Nov. 17  The Lord’s Supper: Communion Practice & Crafting a Statement 

Nov. 24  The Lord’s Supper:  Wrap-Up 

 

Dec. 1 No Class: Decorate Church for Advent 

Dec. 8 “Ask the Pastor” 

Dec. 15 No Class: Voters’ Meeting 

 

Dec. 22 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Dec. 29 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Jan. 5  Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Jan. 12 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Jan. 19 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Jan. 26 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Feb. 2 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Feb. 9 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Feb. 16 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Feb. 23 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Mar. 1 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Mar. 8 Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis: Video Series 

Mar. 15 No Class: Voters’ Meeting 

 

Mar. 22 Lutheran View of Church/State 

Mar. 29 Lutheran View of Church/State 

Apr. 5 Lutheran View of Church/State 

Apr. 12 No Class: Easter 

Apr. 19 “Ask the Pastor” 

Apr. 26 Pastor Vacation: No Class or Guest Pastor 

 

May 3 Famous Mothers of the Bible 

May 10 Famous Mothers of the Bible  

May 17 Famous Mothers of the Bible  

May 24 Famous Mothers of the Bible  

May 31 Famous Mothers of the Bible  

June 7 Famous Mothers of the Bible  

June 14 Famous Mothers of the Bible 

June 21 No Class: Voters’ Meeting 

 

June 28 Famous Fathers of the Bible 

July 5 Famous Fathers of the Bible 
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July 12 Famous Fathers of the Bible 

July 19 Famous Fathers of the Bible 

July 26 Famous Fathers of the Bible 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
PLAN FOR 2019-2020 

Sept 4 Nehemiah: Everything in Shambles Ch. 1 

Sept 11 Nehemiah: Rise Up and Build Chs. 2 & 3 

Sept 18 Nehemiah: Opposition Ch. 4 

Sept 25 Nehemiah: Internal Dissension Ch. 5 

Oct 2  Nehemiah: Not Giving Up Ch. 6 

Oct 9  Nehemiah: Back to Daily Life Ch. 7 

Oct 16 Nehemiah: Hearing God’s Word Ch. 8 

Oct 23 No Class: Pastor out of town 

Oct 30 Nehemiah: The Effect of God’s Word Ch. 9 

Nov 6  Nehemiah: The Effect of God’s Word Ch. 10 

Nov 13 Nehemiah: People for the City and for Worship Chs. 11 & 12 

Nov 20 Nehemiah: Return to the Covenant Ch. 13 

 

Nov 27 No Class: Thanksgiving Supper & Service 

Dec 4  No Class: Advent Service 1 

Dec 11 No Class: Advent Service 2 

Dec 18 No Class: Advent Service 3 

Dec 25 No Class: Christmas 

Jan 1  No Class: New Year’s 

Jan 8  Focus on Missions 

Jan 15 Focus on Missions 

Jan 22 Focus on Missions 

Jan 29 Family Movie Night & Pizza: “Miracles From Heaven” 

 

Feb 5  Overcoming What Oppresses Us 

Feb 12 Overcoming What Oppresses Us 

Feb 19 Overcoming What Oppresses Us 

Feb 26 No Class: Ash Wednesday 

 

Mar 4 No Class: Lenten Service 2 

Mar 11 No Class: Lenten Service 3 

Mar 18 No Class: Lenten Service 4 

Mar 25 No Class: Lenten Service 5 
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Apr 1  No Class: Lenten Service 6 

Apr 8  No Class: Holy Week 

 

Apr 15 Study of Lutheran Hymnody 

Apr 22 Study of Lutheran Hymnody 

Apr 29 Study of Lutheran Hymnody 

May 6 Study of Lutheran Hymnody 

May 13 Study of Lutheran Hymnody 

May 20 Study of Lutheran Hymnody 

May 27 Study of Lutheran Hymnody 

 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
The Future is in our Hands  

or maybe God’s Hands is a Better Answer? 
 
Come to the NEW Women’s Bible Study.  We met for the first time 

at Kay Cooke’s home in July.  We looked up and discussed a portion 

of First Timothy.  The past and how God’s word affects us today 

were reviewed. So many of the topics came back to “faith” and its 

importance every day of our lives. We even got to meet and hold 

baby Savannah.          

The next Bible study will be September 11th at 9am at my home 

again.  Beverages, fresh fruit, and muffins will be available again.   

We will look at several passages from the book of Acts.   

 

We also will also discuss if we want to continue to meet on 

Wednesday mornings or if a different morning works for the during 

the week get together.   We plan on starting a Women’s Bible Study 

on a Saturday morning for those of us that are working during the 

week, once a month also.  Come and help us determine which week 

is best.  Blessings!                                                       

Kay Cooke 

 

 



 9 

2019 CAR SHOW 
 

What a beautiful, record-breaking day!  A HUGE THANK YOU to 

everyone who helped with the many things that needed to be done to 

make this happen, and to all who came to the show.  Just a few 

details: 

 

Car Show Proceeds Breakdown  

 Net proceeds - $4,100 
 Food and registrations   $931 

 Big ticket raffle tickets  $570 

 50/50 raffle              $201 ($403 in ticket sales) 

 Silent auction 

    + cash donations and take out dinners/salads sold after the 

show- minus expenses paid = $2,398 

  

We sold 155 spaghetti dinners and 30 Sloppy Joes and 64 cars were 

on display. 

 

Our own Chuck Johnson won Best in Show!  The Voigts won the gas 

grill, Judy Kelley won the 50/50 raffle, and Riley Betz won the 

M&M counting contest. 

 

New this year were Officer Ray Rowe with the D.A.R.E car and 

Officer Joe Patla with K9 Rex from the Twin Lakes Police 

Department.  Both were a big hit and will join us again in 2020!  We 

received many compliments on the show in general, the food, the 

auction items, raffles, DJ/music, photos/slide show, and just how 

friendly everyone was!   

 

God truly blessed us with a great crowd, sunny day, and SO MANY 

people pitching in to help! Proceeds have gone to pay for having the 

parking lot seal coated and striped, a project we need to do each year. 
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The date for the 2020 car show, which will be our 20th annual show, 

will on July 11, 2020.  We will have our first planning meeting in 

February, so hope to see you there! 

 

The 2019 Car Show Committee 
 

WOMEN OF HOPE 
 

 

Hard to believe school has started, and soon the beauty of Fall will be 

upon us once again!  But as we say good-bye to another Summer, the 

Women of Hope look forward to another wonderful year of activities 

and projects to serve the Lord, our church and our community. 

 

A very special thank you to all who baked cookies for the brat sales, 

contributed women/ children's items and money for A Place of 

Refuge, attended our Burr Oaks services, and  helped with gathering 

kid-friendly foods and school supplies for the Twin Lakes food 

pantry. 

 

With the proceeds from our bake sales, we were able to purchase a 

new set of white paraments and several new banners this Summer to 

help beautify our chancel.  We also gave $200 to A Place of Refuge.   

 

Our first meeting will be on Monday, September 16 at 6:00pm in 

the upstairs fellowship area.  Please note the time change – we 

voted in April to make the change, which might allow more to 

attend.  We have a lot to talk about, including some new ideas that 

were mentioned to me over the summer months, so hope you can join 

us!  Please bring a snack to share – drinks will be provided.  The 

activities listed below are just a few of the items that will be on the 

agenda for our first meeting – please bring thoughts and ideas to 

http://www.lwml.org/
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share – we would love for our newer members to talk about things 

they did at their prior churches for their church, community and 

missions. 

 

 LWML Sunday – 10/6 

 Operation Christmas Child – October – November 

 Christmas gift bags for Burr Oaks residents and shut-in's – 

November - December 

Trees on Parade Bake Sale – 12/6 – 12/7 

Countdown to Christmas - December 

 Easter Bake Sale – 4/11/2020 

 May Dinner Meeting – 5/19/2020 

Our goals are to spread God's Word through our projects, to 

help our church and community, and to enjoy Christian 

fellowship.  All women of the congregation and frequent visitors are 

welcome to join us for our meetings and activities, so please do!  Our 

meetings are started with beautiful devotions which I am sure you 

will enjoy, followed by lively discussion on activities, projects and 

ideas.   

 

Thank you to everyone at Hope who has been participating and 

helping with what we do.  If you have questions or suggestions for 

ways we can serve our church, community and let others know about 

Jesus' love for us, please talk to Tami, Dawn, Doris or me anytime.  

If you need a ride to meetings or activities, please ask about that as 

well, and we'll be glad to get you there. 

   

Once again, God bless everyone for your support and dedication.  

Enjoy the Fall blessings and color God gives us!  So much to the 

thankful for! 
 

Gail Feick 

President, Women of Hope 
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CHOIR NOTES 

 

 

Welcome to a new choir year at Hope!  Rehearsals will be held every 

Wednesday at 7:30pm from Labor Day week through the first 

week in June. During Advent and Lent, we will practice right after 

the mid-week services, normally around 7:45pm.  Any time or day 

changes will be communicated in advance so everyone will have a 

chance to plan.  We will sing every other Sunday, in addition to our 

Thanksgiving service, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Ash 

Wednesday, Holy Week and Easter.  

 

Our goals are to enrich our services with music to praise the 

Lord and to enjoy Christian fellowship with a group of all ages.   
If you love to sing or play an instrument, please let me know or just 

come to our first rehearsal.  We are always looking to grow our choir 

and our talent, so please don't be shy!  You will find that this is a 

wonderful, caring group of friends – who also love to sing!     

 

Our first rehearsal will be on Wednesday, September 4.  We will 

sing for the first time on Sunday, September 15, and will start with 

something simple.  This year there will be some new selections for 

Christmas and throughout the year, additional harmony and perhaps a 

new “round”.  Do you have a favorite you would like us to try?   

 

A schedule of what and when we sing that covers a couple of months 

will be given out to members, along with the sheet music.  I do have 

MIDI files, that will work on your PC, tablet or smart phone, which I 

can share, and most of what we sing can also be found on YouTube.   

 

http://westwaybaptist.com/events/adult-choir-practice-3-2018-01-28/
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If rehearsal time/day is not a good fit for you, but you would like to 

join, please see me and perhaps we can work something out.  We 

need you and your voice, and can work around school, work and 

vacation schedules for the most part.  Thank you to all who have 

been so dedicated this past year – one truly amazing group that Hope 

is so blessed to have! 

 

While we are serious about music and learning, we are also serious 

about having fun!  So, looking forward to another wonderful music-

filled year of praising the Lord! 

Gail Feick 

Director 

 
A WONDERFUL CELEBRATION 
“55” WAS THE “KEY” NUMBER 

On June 16th members and visitors to Hope Lutheran church 

celebrated the 55th anniversary of the founding of our congregation.  

We as a congregation have gone through some difficult times but 

have always been blessed by God to move forward.  We are so 

blessed to have Pastor Oswald leading us into the future.  The special 

service with a former Pastor Fish and Pastor Lind participating was 

truly inspiring. 

 

A fund raiser to pay down our mortgage debt was very successful.  

$55,000 was committed to our church and God to pay down our 

mortgage to $100,000.  God is good.    

 

Following the service a special catered dinner was enjoyed by all.  

We had the opportunity to visit with our guests and had a short 

special service before dinner led by Pastor Oswald.  

 

It truly was a special day. Praise the Lord. 

 

Kay  Cooke 


