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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 



  

 

 
 

ENGAGING THE GAME 
 

It’s Football Season!  For some, there are clearly marked calendar periods that 

they celebrate – hunting season, stripers running, winter sports, fireplace 

burning – all important in some way.  Personally I operate on the theory that in 

heaven it is autumn all the time. 
 

Speaking of football, in my hometown in Mississippi we took sports so seriously 

that our elementary schools had a full football program for first graders and up.  I 

clearly remember Coach Roberts.  We were respectful enough to call him 

“Coach,” though in all fairness he was an art teacher with free afternoons and 

simply recognized a football when he saw one.  He is the one that told me that on 

a particular signal I was to go and run into a certain fellow at a certain spot.  My 

mouth said “Yes Sir!” while my mind said “Why?”  He seemed like a nice 

enough guy, he had never done anything to me and didn’t seem to be bothering 

anyone.  But I did as I was told. We had such young and inexperienced players 

that at the end of the game we would go to the coach and ask him who won. 
 

But I learned more about the sport as time went on.  Then came Junior High – 

and Coach Schultz.  He was the biggest man I had ever seen, a professional 

football player whose career was cut short by knee injuries.  After I got over the 

initial fear of being in his presence, he taught me the art of the game.  He taught 

me to think strategically and how to react.  He taught me to predict.  The sport 

(and frankly all sports) took on new meaning which I still remember and 

appreciate to this day. 
 

In the New Testament, Jesus was dealing with a lot of people who had first grade 

instructions on faithful living that included lists of do’s and don’ts that appeared 

in a playbook.  In essence, Jesus said to them, “I know you are burdened by 

trying to memorize the playbook and how to respond to specific scenarios.  And 

some of you do it well.  But in doing so you seem to miss the whole purpose of 

what we are about.  So let me see if I can simplify it for you:  Love one another, 

just like I love you.  That’s Kingdom living.  Do that and I believe you will see 

that all the rest falls into place.  Work at making this a way of life, and the rest 

will take care of itself.” 
 

Life involves purpose.  Finding that purpose is critical in being able to rejoice 

and to find fulfillment in our days.  Going through motions (insert here the 

things that are in your life that seem to be empty and draining) is equivalent to 

running into the player in front of you just because you were told to do it.  Let’s 

agree to find our purpose, as believers and as a church, as we move forward so 

we can thoroughly enjoy the beauty of this God-given life.  Go Team! 
 

See you Sunday! 

Pastor Darrell 
 

 

September 2019 

 

 

September 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th  

Adult Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 

 

September 1st   
SPROUTS Super Sunday 12:30 p.m. 

 

September 2nd  
Labor Day – Church Office Closed 

 

September 7th  
Women’s Retreat 9:00 a.m. 

 

September 8th  

Sunday School Leader Meeting 12:15 p.m. 

Singspiration 4:00 p.m. 

Piano Concert 6:30 p.m. 

 

September 15th 

Deacon Meeting/Lunch 12:15 p.m. 

Handbell Practice 5:00 p.m. 

Church Council 6:00 p.m. 

 

September 24th  
Women’s Bible Study 9:00 a.m. 
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· · · · · · · · · · · · 
Deadline for September Newsletter: 

Monday, October 23rd at 3:00 p.m. 
 

See the church calendar (Sept./October) 

included or on the church website for a 

listing of all FBC activities & events. 
 

The Wednesday Night Dinner Café  

will be opening soon! 

Openings/Reservation Cards  

will be in weekly bulletin. 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

  



 
 

Cliff Harris, a well-known preacher, went to speak in a prison.  A prisoner introduced him by saying the following: 

"Several years ago in the same neighborhood two boys grew up.  They went to the same schools, played on the same ball team, went 
to the same Sunday School and church.  But one of the boys decided he didn't need that anymore so he quit going.  Then he started 
making some other bad choices of things to do.  The other boy stayed in church and honestly tried to do what was right.   

It has been years since that time and I'm here to tell you that both of those boys are in this prison tonight.  The one who chose 
to do right will preach to you in a couple of minutes.  The other one is the prisoner introducing him to you." 

CHOOSE THIS DAY! 

YOUTH & CHILDRENS MINISTRY CORNER 

 
 

and helped several families make their areas just a little prettier.  We helped our host church clean 

up, paint, and prepare an area in their facility for their community support ministry.  And the retaining 

wall that we all built expands the use of the adjacent property.  Finally, Doctor Dave was overwhelmed 

with clearing his property of the old deck we demoed and removed. 

We learned that we need to focus on the big rocks such as our spiritual walk, family, friends, and others.  

We learned not to spend so much time on the little pebbles of life because if we do, it takes away from 

the much more important things God has in store for us.  We learned about the importance of sabbath.  

To take a pause and be with God, renewing, gaining new energy, and to rest, not just on a Sunday.  We 

learned about trust.  To trust and care for each other.  That we are all different, but all important.  And 

just because we may be younger, it doesn’t mean we can’t lead, teach, and demonstrate love for others.  

Lastly, you charged us to remember who we represent as we went off on mission.  If you could ask the 

good people of Black River, they would certainly tell you that we represented the Fruit of the Spirit: 

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, and Goodness.  They would say to you that we are the “How Can I 

Help” group.   So, we challenge our church family to CHOOSE THIS DAY to become a “How Can I Help 

Church” joining with other churches to become a “How Can I Help Community”.  As Joshua says in 

Chapter 24, verse 15 … “As For Me and My Household, We will Serve the Lord.” 

ART CAMP 2019:  Oh my gosh, what a ministry and what a response from the regional families.  The 

Art Camp was an overwhelmingly success; exceeding our expectations.  We had 29 little campers sign 

up either online or in person.  We had 25 participate and learn about Noah’s story through art form 

and storytelling.  The youngest was three 3 years old and the oldest was 11.  We divided the children 

into two groups with age-specific art projects.  Our thanks go to Carolyn Whitlock and Cookie 

Saunders for leading the ministry opportunity.  Their preparation, energy, and joy made the time with 

the campers so much fun.  Thanks to Kim and Jeff Adams for taking the lead on snack time.  Thanks to 

Pastor Darrell and Daisy Finch for leading, singing, and teaching Noah’s song.  And thanks to Mrs Noah 

(Pam Sutton) for visiting every night and sharing Noah’s story and his trust in God.  Finally, many 

thanks to all the volunteers who so joyfully came each night to make this huge a huge success. 

THANK YOU to the church family and friends for such wonderful support to the Youth and 

Children ministry! 

 

 

 

MISSION TRIP 2019:  The following is the closing from the 

Youth led Worship Service on August 25th.  What an incredible 

week in Black River, New York, and YES we all felt in our hearts it 

was even better than last year.  We unplugged, we took a pause, 

and we focused on others with kindness and saw goodness in all its 

glory.  We saw joy in the faces from the community as we helped 

them help themselves with support to the 5k race that raised over 

$5000.  We built raised vegetable beds for next year’s produce, 



     

 

 
 

Singspiration 
Join in the fun for the community-wide 

Singspiration!   

Sundays as listed at 4:00 p.m. 

Sept. 8th - Woodlawn Presbyterian Church 

Oct. 13th – First United Methodist Church 

Nov. 10th – First Christian Church 

Dec. 8th – Wesley United Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
S u n d a y  S c h o o l  N e w s  

 
A new Sunday School year starts on September 
1st.  Are you a part of the Sunday School 
department either by attending or helping? If 
you’re looking for the right class for you, this is 
the time to try them out.  We have a new class for 
Women and are open to other new classes…if 
you’re interested in leading a new class, please let 
Sunday School Director Tim Coyne know.   We’re 
also in need of volunteers to act as substitute 
teachers, teacher assistants, & craft helpers in the 
children’s department - if you can help in any 
area, please let us know! 

 
There will be a very brief meeting for Sunday 
School teachers on Sunday, September 8th in the 
Sanctuary immediately following the 11:00 a.m. 
service.  Please plan to be there to get valuable 
information for the upcoming year. 
 

 

 
 

Four-Hand Piano Concert 
Sunday, September 8th at 6:30 p.m. 

Please join us for an evening of  traditional music,  

presented by our very own Gloria Andrs & Jacob Belcher! 

(childcare available through 5 years old – opens at 6:15 p.m.) 

A love offering will be collected to benefit the Music Department. 

 
 
 
 

FBC Maintenance 

You are the eyes of FBC!  If you see something that 

needs to be fixed, please let us know!  Maintenance 

Request Forms (blue) are available on the bulletin 

board in the volunteer office/copy room or from the 

church office.  If you see something that needs 

attention, please fill out a form and put it in the Church 

Maintenance mailbox or return it to the church office.  

Thanks to those who have been utilizing this (new) 

system to bring maintenance issues to our attention! 

 
 

 

Adult Handbell Choir 

Attention ringers - old and new: it’s time to put 

handbell rehearsals back on the calendar! Starting 

Sunday, September 15th at 5:00 p.m., the Adult 

Handbell Choir will begin rehearsals. If you’ve 

never rang before and are interested, please come 

check it out.  Contact Bronwyn Stokes (Director 

of Music) at (804) 239-3351 or 

bfs3351@gmail.com if you have questions or 

would like more information!   

Let’s get ringin’! 

 

mailto:bfs3351@gmail.com


 

 

Mary Jo Dailey , Minister to Senior Adults 
 

Senior Adult Steering Team 

Are you a senior adult and interested in serving on a senior adult 
steering committee?  Then join us in reading Aging and Ministry 
in the 21st Century: An Inquiry Approach.  Some have already 
started reading, but there are still books available.  Once 

everyone has finished, we’ll meet to discuss the book.  The steering team will meet bimonthly to 
plan activities for the senior adults of  FBC.   See Mary Jo to let her know that you are interested. 
 

 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

Women’s of  all ages, come enjoy a day of  calm and relaxing spiritual retreat at Camp Kehukee.  
Recharge your physical & spiritual batteries before the rush of  September to December.   

Saturday, September 7th from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p .m. 
Registration through the day of  the retreat.  Contact Mary Jo with questions to or register. 

 
 

Guard ian Ange l s  for the Month of  September  

Sunday, September 1st 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Donna Howell, Rebecca Vasquez 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Donna & Bill Howell 

Sunday, September 8th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Barbara Bowling, Nancy Pelter 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Susan & Ken Ruhf 

Sunday, September 15th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Carolyn & Brad Kaufman 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Gay & Chuck Weston 

Sunday, September 22nd 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Martha Smith, Tammy Hartman 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Johanna Vargo, Elizabeth Johnson 

Sunday, September 29th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Janel & Chris English 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Jeanette Mosley, Janet Bates 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

The fun and excitement continue! 
Our SPROUTS (3 years old through 5th graders) now meet once monthly (on the first Sunday of the 
month) for SPROUTS SUPER SUNDAY.  Each month SROUTS will have a Super Sunday to gather and 
have fun, try something new, or just hang out.   

On September 1st SPROUTS are headed to Kings Dominion for an afternoon of fun! 
Going to miss out on this month’s fun? Contact Melanie Boggs so you won’t miss out next month. 



 

 

Your FBC Librarians have been busy at work stocking the shelves with lots of great new items!   

We now have 5 new faith-based DVDs all ready for you to check out! 

Heaven’s War is an action paced film featuring a battle on earth & in the spiritual world for every soul. 

Run the Race deals with football & is produced by Tim & Robby Tebow. 

Breakthrough is about divine inspiration & based on a true story. 

The Lease of These is a true story of sacrifice & forgiveness & is filmed in India. 

Five Feet Apart features two hospitalized star-crossed teenagers. 

            

 

We also have a TON of new children’s books all ready for you to check out and enjoy with your 
little ones.  Just a few of the books are: 

     Giraffes Can’t Dance             Henry Hodges Needs a Friend  The Bear and the Fern 

      The Kissing Hand           Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus         I Can Only Imagine 

   Ricky, The Rock that Couldn’t Roll 
 

Recently, Pastor Boggs referenced “I’ll Push You” in his sermon.  We now have both the I’ll Push You 
book & DVD in the library ready for you to check out – a wonderful story you won’t want to miss. 

 

 

FALL WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study will begin on September 24th and 

run through October 29th from 10:00 until 11:30 a.m.  Workbooks will be 

available for purchase for $10.00 (if desired).  Our Fall Bible Study is entitled 

“Jeremiah:  Daring to Hope in an Unstable World” by Melissa Spoelstra.  This 

six-week study offers us encouragement and help for navigating the 

uncertainties and the challenges in today’s world, and inspires every woman to 

surrender her will to God and find HIS promise of hope for her life and 

circumstances! 

PLEASE JOIN US AND BRING A FRIEND! 



 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

Soon we will be placing an order for the new plastic shoeboxes from Samaritan's Purse.   They are 
stronger for children to reuse and help items arrive at their 
destinations around the world more safely.  For only $2 each, we 
would be happy to order for you too.  If the order is large enough 
then shipping may be waived and cost will be lower.  The traditional 
green "GO" boxes will be available as always. Please contact Raymond 
or Patti Powell by Sept. 4 if you’d like a box/boxes. 
An Operation Christmas Child shoebox packing party is planned as SRPOUTS and Youth mission 

project on Sunday, November 3rd.  We are seeking donated items for them 
to pack.  Some school supplies, bar soaps, and knitted hats have already 
been donated.  Looking for ideas on what to donate?  Ask Patti or Raymond 
or search https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-
child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/ 
Our FBC family is sharing our love for God and others through this ministry.   

Thank you for your support in spreading the Good News! 
 

White House Dinner Fundraiser 

On Thursday, October 3rd City of Refuge will be holding a White House Dinner fundraiser 
in the FBC gymnasium.  Former White House Chef John Moeller will be preparing a 
delicious four course meal for attendees.  Individual tickets for the 
event are $40 each and table sponsorships are available.  If you 
would like tickets or are interested in volunteering to help with 
the event, please contact Sheila in the church office.   

City of Refuge is a faith-based non-profit organization that actively 
seeks to decrease barriers to success for individuals and families in 
Hopewell and the Tri-Cities.  By offering supportive services, a 
recovery program, and job placement assistance so that individuals 
will rise up to meet their potential and families will find success and hope for their future.   

 
Calling all Veterans 

FBC is planning a recognition of our church’s veterans in honor of 
Veteran’s Day in November.  We would like to include any of our 
First Baptist Church family who are currently serving or have 
served in any branch of the Armed Services (at any time in the 
past).  To be included in the recognition, please contact the church 
office with the name of any FBC veteran and their branch of service 
no later than October 10th. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/


 

 

 

Wednesday Night Café 

Your Wednesday Night Dinner crew is gearing up for another season and the Café will soon 
be open for business.  The team is looking for individuals, couples, or groups who want to join 
them.  No experience is necessary – they’ll show you the ropes.  Participation can be on a 
weekly or monthly basis.   

If anyone is interested in hosting a single Wednesday Night Dinner in the coming months, 
please call the church office to get on the calendar.  Dinner can be cooked on-site or brought 
in (think BBQ, chicken, pizza, potato bar, chili, soup/salad, subs…).   

If you’d like to join the team or would like more information, please contact the 
church office or Brenda Goodrich (586-5706). 

Plan to join in the fellowship on Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m.  Anticipated date for the 
first Café of the season is September 8th – please watch your weekly bulletin for weekly 
details.    A reservation card, that includes each week’s menu, will be available in the bulletin 
each Sunday.  Reservations are due by noon on Monday. Reservation cards can be placed 
in the offering plate on Sunday, or you can call/email the church office.  Dinner is $5 per 
person or $15 per family.   

Permanent reservations can be made for the entire season.  Permanent 
reservations will not carry over from last year - you must put in a new 
permanent reservation card for the 2019-2020 season.   (**Please remember 
that permanent reservations factor in the purchase & preparation of food each 
week; if you have a permanent reservation and are unable to attend any 
particular week, please let the church office know in advance.) 

Make plans to join us for dinner with your FBC family! 

Good food and fellowship – what could be better? 

 

 


