Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

First Baptist Church
401 N. Second Avenue
Hopewell, VA 23860
804-458-2752
Website: www.fbchopewell.org
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From the Pastor
GROWING UP
Maturing in the Faith
When it comes to spiritual maturity, there are a number of myths that often keep us
from growing and developing the way we could. Here are just a few:

September 2018
Upcoming Events
September 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
Adult Bible Study 6:15 p.m.
September 2nd
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.
rd

September 3
Labor Day
Church Office Closed
September 9th
Singspiration 4:00 p.m.
Church Council 6:00 p.m.
September 16th
Deacon’s Potluck Lunch & Meeting
12:15 p.m.
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.
September 30th
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.
Daniel Plan Session 7:30 p.m.
Note: The Wednesday night Café
will be closed until kitchen
renovations have been completed –
see you in a few weeks!!
Deadline for October Newsletter:
Monday, September 24th at 5:00 p.m.
See the church calendar
(September/October) included or on the
church website) for a listing of all FBC
activities & events.

1. Spiritual growth is automatic once you are born again. The truth is that
spiritual growth is intentional.
“Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God
who works in you to will and to act according to His good purposes”
(Philippians 2:12-13).
2. Spiritual growth is mystical, and maturity is attainable by only a select
few. The truth is all believers are capable and called to grow in their faith.
3. Spiritual growth can occur instantly if you find the right “key.” The
truth is that spiritual growth is a process that takes time and focused effort.
4. Spiritual maturity is measured by what you know. The truth is that
spiritual maturity is demonstrated more by behavior than be beliefs.
“Though once your heart was full of darkness, now it is full of light from
the Lord, and your behavior should show it!” (Ephesians 5:8LB).
5. Spiritual maturity is a personal and private matter. The truth is that
Christians need relationships to grow.
“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but let us encourage one another” (Hebrews 10:24-25).
6. All you need is Bible study to grow. The truth is it takes a variety of
spiritual experiences with God to produce spiritual maturity. “Study
without service produces Christians with judgmental attitudes and spiritual
pride” (Gene Getz).
Do not deceive yourselves by just listening to His word; instead, put it into
practice” (James 1:22 TEV).
And obviously the list can go on. So as we stand at the beginning of a new church
year, let’s commit ourselves to growing in our spiritual maturity and ask God to
use us as His Church to be all He wants of us.
See you Sunday!
Pastor Darrell

THE YOUTH CORNER
YOUTH MISSION TRIP – Black River, New York.
“God Is On The Move”
I see your generation standing on the truth
In each and every day saying God is on the move
Anytime the Gospel stirs a searching soul
And someone says “send me, here I go”
I know, I know, I know, I know
God is on the move, on the move, Hallelujah
God is on the move, In many mighty ways
God is on the move, on the move, Hallelujah
God is on the move, On the move today
“God Is On The Move” was the theme song for our mission trip to upstate New York, August 11-18. I pulled the
last verse and chorus from the song because I feel it accurately describes the focus of our youth group. The
chaperones were deeply impressed with this group of young people. They were the face of Jesus with all they
came in contact, represented FBC mightily, impressed those they served by getting it done and doing more than
expected, and they want to go back and do even more. They were high energy in a small village, they were “big
kids” making little ones feel special, they were trusted to do the right thing and did it very well, and they
showed their hearts and we are all better for it. On August 26, the Youth led worship in both services
delivering a comprehensive report complimented with videos of their experience. If you missed worship on
August 26th, visit the church website to hear the report and if you want to see the videos, contact Chris
Sutton.
SOMETHING TO PONDER: Twenty-five of us witnessed a small church, with a small seasoned congregation
step out on faith hosting a bunch of people from 580 miles away and together we accomplished things in mighty
ways. What if FBC hosted churches from other areas and partnered to do mighty things in Hopewell and the
surrounding region? We may not all be able to go, but we could say, “send them, here we are”.
AGAIN, I SAY THANK YOU!


Pastor Darrell Boggs for your guidance and direction. What you saw for this group was spot on!



Congregation for your support to this mission trip, it covered all the expenses for everything!



The chaperones, you’re the best. I can’t thank you enough! What are you doing next year?



Black River United Methodist and your friends at St. John’s Episcopal – You Rock! We believe the best



thank you we can give you: Can we come back??
Ashley and Geoff Fuller very special to all of us. We love you from the bottom of our hearts.

HEADS-UP! Youth Group kick-off on September 9 at 4:30 p.m. We will have a taco bar dinner followed by a
movie, “Soul Surfer”. The movie will be the basis for a 4-week bible study during the ensuing weeks. The back
door to the church is your entry place.

Your FBC Youth Mission Team
August 2018

Highlights from the Youth Mission Trip
Black River, New York
August 2018

HELP NEEDED!
The Wednesday Night Dinner Crew is still
looking for volunteers (families, individuals,
Sunday School classes, groups of friends - of all
ages…) to prepare or to bring in/pick up a
“catered” dinner for our Café when it starts
back up soon. If you are interested in helping
out on a regular basis (or even a few nights) or
would like more information, please contact
Brenda Goodrich or the church office.

From the Library
Your FBC library is overflowing with
great books, and in order to make way for
even more new books, they’re cleaning
off the shelves. Some older and duplicate
books that have removed from the system
are available for you to take and add to
your home library. Check out the rolling
cart in the hall outside Pastor Boggs’
office and grab a book or two to read
before they’re all gone.

Thank you for your donations of tape and
boxes; we have all that we need at this
time. We should have the new green OCC
shoeboxes at FBC by early October. Thank
you to those who have donated school
supply items. Now is a good time to focus,
please, on your coins & dollars to help with
the shipping costs of shoeboxes. Suggested
donation to help spread the Gospel around
the world is now $9 for each box. If you
aren't able to fill a box, you can sponsor a
box, as we sometime have donations of filled
boxes that don’t have the shipping
donation included.

Hope House Collection
You did it! FBC members came through and
donated 65 pillows and 69 pillowcases to be
donated to the Hope House (homeless
shelter). The pillows will be given to the
clients when they leave the shelter.
Thank you for your generosity!

******

We have a new DVD in
the library Paul:
Apostle of Christ. The
story of how all the
apostles’ faith challenged
an empire, but their

words changed the
world. Come see our
DVD collection!

Singspiration
Join in the fun for the community-wide
Singspiration!
Sundays as listed at 4:00 p.m.
Sept. 9th - Woodlawn Presbyterian Church
Oct. 14th – First Baptist Church
Nov. 11th – Wesley United Methodist Church

“I don’t need to be healthier” said no one EVER!
Join us for The Daniel Plan, a six-week study centered on five essential elements: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus, and
Friends. Why Daniel? Being “Daniel Strong” means pursuing excellence in body, mind, and spirit for God’s glory. When
individuals address health in each of these areas, they attain transformational results that last.
In the first year of The Daniel Plan, over 15,000 people from 190 countries participated. Collectively those participants
lost over 250,000 pounds, improved their health, increased their energy, started sleeping better, and reduced their need
for medication. Created by Rick Warren (author of 40 Days of Purpose) and a team of medical professionals, The Daniel
Plan is a 40-day study that will help us all on a journey to better health.
The dates for this six-week study, on Sunday evenings, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., are as follows:

 September 30
 October 7
 October 14
 October 21 – no session
 October 28
 November 4
 November 11
Please be sure to sign up on the sheets hanging in the first-floor hallway, or send an email to pjsutton87@gmail.com by
September 21, 2018. We must know how many people will participate in order to have study guides on hand for each individual.

EXCITING GOOD NEWS!
The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study will begin on October 2nd (10:00
a.m. to noon) and will continue each Tuesday until November 6th. This bible
study, titled “Finding I AM: How Jesus Fully Satisfies the Cry of Your Heart”
was written by Lysa TerKeurst. We will “join” Lysa on the streets of Israel to
explore the seven I AM statements of Jesus found in the Gospel of John!
Please join us in the dining room on Tuesdays beginning in October, and
BRING A FRIEND!

FBC WEBSITE
If you have tried to go to the church website and received a message that the site is insecure and not trusted,
please be assured that there is nothing on the site that will harm your computer or device or steal any
personal information. Our website provider has been trying to determine what is causing the security
certificate problem, but they have not been able to get to the root of the issue. If you get the ominous screen
that says, “Your Connection is Not Private”, click on “Advanced” in the bottom left corner, which will give
you the option to “Proceed to fbchopewell.org (unsafe)”. Despite the message, it is perfectly safe!
Those of you using E-giving may have concerns if the not secure or unsafe message pops up on our site.
However, when you click the link to “Make a Donation”, you are taken to a different provider that we use for
our online giving, and their site is properly secured.
Hopefully, the issue will be resolved very soon!
Donna Hatfield, Webmaster

