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WALK THROUGH BETHLEHEM CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 

AT RED BARN FARM 

 

HOW WILL WALK THROUGH BETHLEHEM WORK AT THE 

FARM THIS YEAR???   Join us this Sunday morning, October 17, and 

we will visually explain the logistics of the event.  A brief video will help us 

understand the layout and movement of our WTB experience at a working 

animal rescue farm and where different stations will be.   

 

We are well underway in our planning and recruiting, expecting to utilize 85 

cast and crew members each night of the festival, which is on December 10, 

11, 12, 17, 18 and 19.  Of course, we can use more help, particularly on the 

first weekend.  If you would like to be a part of the action and have some 

time available, we would love to have you participate in what is projected to 

be a huge event. 

If you haven't already signed up to help with this year's event, you can do so via 

the FBC website.  Under Events, WTB has its own page - then go to "Volunteer 

Form for WTB" where you can select specific days and areas to work.   

In the meantime, if you would like to explore Red Barn Farm, please schedule 

a visit by googling Red Barn Farm in Dinwiddie County and setting up a time 

to spend with alpacas, emus, goats, sheep, mini horses and donkeys, geese, 

turkeys, peacocks, pigs, cows, chickens, etc. in a hands-on experience.  While 

kids absolutely love to visit, every adult will enjoy it as well! 

 

Then imagine that natural setting as home to Walk through Bethlehem for 2021. 

 

On Sunday, you can get a feel for how it all works together.  We hope to see 

you then! 

 

 

October 2021 

 

  
 

Wednesday, October 20th  

Trip to the Museum of the Marine Corps 

 

Sunday, November 4th  

OCC Packing Event (between services) 
 

· · · · · · · · · · · 
 

Tuesdays 
Walking Group 9:00 a.m. 

Prayer Group 10:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays  
Adult Bible Study via ZOOM 6:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary Choir Practice 7:00 p.m. 

College & Career Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursdays 
Walking Group 9:00 a.m. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 1:00 p.m. 

Bible Study led by Pastor Watts 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sundays 
The Gathering 8:45a.m. (Gym) 

Sunday School 9:45/10:00 a.m. 

Traditional Worship 11:00 a.m. (Sanctuary) 

· · · · · · · · · · · 
Mark Your Calendar 

 
 

December 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19 

Walk Through Bethlehem  

& Christmas Festival 

at The Red Barn Farm 

 

Upcoming Events 

Upcoming Events 

  

FBC PRAISE TEAM IN CONCERT 
 

The First Baptist Church Praise Team will be part of the line-up at the Martin 

Luther King Gospel Concert on Saturday, October 16th.  The concert will be 

held at the Welcome Center, 4001 Oaklawn Boulevard in Hopewell, 2:00-

5:00 p.m., featuring music groups from around the city.  We are the third 

group performing, which should put us on stage around 2:30-3:00 p.m. time 

frame.   
 

We would love to have you come out and support the team and enjoy some good 

Christian music!  Right now it is looking like a beautiful day for a concert! 
 



Farewell from Chris Sutton 

 
This Chapter - Just About Finished 

 

Dear Family and Friends, the time has come to say goodbye.  Pam and I are heading off to a very exciting and 

treasured future, one that many of you have experienced, as grandparents.  We are also looking forward to our 

new beginning as retired and focusing on us.  To say we are excited, just doesn’t seem to be strong enough in 

our feelings.  Our hearts say, we are blessed. 

“Every new beginning comes from some other beginning’s end.” —Seneca 

     I am constantly amazed how God works and the plans He has for us.  In late 2017, I knew my Federal Service 

career with the Army was coming to an end it just wasn’t enjoyable anymore.  I struggled to get going to work 

every morning.  Then a phone call comes, at first, I am very hesitant about the opportunity being presented.  My 

first response was NO, but then I learned that youth parents saw something that I was not seeing.  Then the 

tugging of the heart, and then one of my favorite phrases comes to mind, “If not I, then who?” The new 

beginning comes and the other beginning ends. 

 “No one can ever take your memories from you – each day is a new beginning, make good memories every 

day.” –Catherine Pulsifer 

     I have supported youth and children ministries for over 25 years.  The best memory is how this age group has 

kept me energized and excited about the future.  The joy of watching them grow in their faith, their 

relationships, as individuals, and their trust in others is something to cherish.  If you are not around young 

people, I strongly encourage you to take that step, it is better than a shot of oxygen, any medication you take, 

and strengthens your mind and soul.  And the things they teach you, is mind-boggling. 

     The last four years of this ministry has been amazing.  The high schoolers in youth at the beginning were truly 

amazing and the ones that joined the youth during these years had learned so much from their years with 

Raymond Powell, Kim Adams, and Phyllis Fanning.  None of these kids were afraid to speak their minds and the 

majority were comfortable leading prayer in small group or in front of the congregation.  Additionally, I was blessed 

and fortunate to be with a group of nine students as they were starting their ninth-grade year and watched them 

as they graduated high school.   This group of nine are game-changers; six are beginning college and three are 

learning their trades.  Each of them will be successful in their future endeavors.  Each of them has a heart for Jesus.  

Each of them has taken a new first step as they begin their climb into adulthood.  They all need your prayers as 

they move forward step by step. 

“Take the first step in faith. You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.” – Martin Luther King Jr. 

     Do any of you over-analyze a situation or a purchase?  Trying to think through every possible outcome or 

looking in every store to find the best price?  Then when you are finally ready you missed out on an opportunity 

or the item has been discontinued.  We always seemed to look at the endgame before we can step forward, and 

this causes us to not move at all. 

     We say we have faith and trust in our Lord, but sometimes I feel we don’t.  We are blessed with an incredible 

facility in a city that needs the love of the Lord.  However, it seems we are not willing to trust the Lord in how He 

wants us to be the light.  Is it because we are afraid that it might be “different” than what we are used to?  Is it 

because we have a “better” idea or vision than the Lord? Or is it because we are afraid to take the first step 

because we don’t know where it will lead us?  In Psalm 119:105 we read, “Your Word is a lamp for my feet, a light 

on my path.”  This is about steps, not what’s at the end of the path.  Trust in the Lord and take the steps He wants 

us to and see where He guides us.  

 (continued on last page) 

 

https://everydaypower.com/quotes-by-martin-luther-king-jr/


  

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 

Senior Ministries continue to move forward as we are able to get out a wee bit more. The mask 
mandate has been relaxed, and it is a joy to see your smiling faces. Our Bible Study continues to 
be a big hit on Thursday Evenings. We enjoyed our various studies based on women of the Bible, 
and now we are in a series on The Ten Commandments. We invite you to join us for this study 
on Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. online via Zoom.  

The Seniors have had wonderful lunch outings recently to Cesare’s, K&L, and Joe’s Steak and 
Seafood.  On Wednesday, October 20th a group is headed to the Museum of the Marine Corps in 
Quantico, Virginia.  The bus is full and we have several people who are following the bus or 
meeting us there.  It’s not too late to consider joining us – it looks to be a fun trip!  While the trip 
to the Museum of the Bible in Washington, DC, was postponed, we do hope that we can look at 
this again in the new year. 

I mention our Prayer Ministry each month because it is so important. It is vital to the church and 
with the events happening in our world, we need God’s blessing and direction, and we need to 
pray for our leadership. I would like to invite you to be a part of our prayer time each Tuesday 
morning. We are now meeting in the Sanctuary as well as online Zoom each Tuesday morning at 
10 a.m.  You do not have to pray, but Matthew 18:20 tells us that where two or three are gathered 
together in My name, there am I in the midst. If you are not able to attend, why not take a 
moment around the 10:00 a.m. time to lift up the ministries of our church and our nation. 

Thank you so much for those of you who have participated in our Sunday Missionary Moments.  
I encourage you to pray for our missionaries throughout the month. Pastor Boggs has designated 
October as Missions Month, and we will have missionary moments each week during the month. 
Would you consider being a part of our missionary moments project. If you are interested in this 
ministry, contact me either at the church office (458-2752) or at dwatts1958@gmail.com. We still 
have a few dates open in 2021 and are already making plans for 2022. 

David A. Watts 
Associate Pastor 

October is 
Pastor Appreciation 

Month 
 

Many thanks to our 
pastors for their love, care, 
support, & leadership!  
Don’t forget to extend 
your personal thanks to 
them, too.  

mailto:dwatts1958@gmail.com


                     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Our FBC Shoebox Packing Event 2021 will be a church-wide undertaking.  We want to encourage everyone to 
join in helping to pack shoeboxes on Sunday, November 4th in the back of the gym between worship 
services.  This time is not intended to take anyone 
away from Sunday School.  We have planned the 
event to give everyone an opportunity to show 
love for God, for others and to serve the world - 
all in a small amount of time.   Many workers giving 
short amounts of time = lots of packing 
accomplished!    
 

In the same way we arranged our reception for 
the Suttons, we will arrange shoebox packing.  Come pack a few boxes before you go to your class or scoot 
out of class a little early (with the teacher's permission, of course).  It will give everyone of all ages a 
chance to participate!  You can even bring your boxes and items from home to pack your boxes along with 
all the gifts we've had donated.  It will all add to the festivities!   

 

FBC is a shoebox drop off location again this year for the Hopewell area.  National Collection Week is 
November 15-22.  Volunteers are needed to help receive boxes during that week.  If you are able to 
volunteer for a couple of hours during the week, please contact Raymond Powell via text (510-9461) or 
email (taeboray@gmail.com).  Scheduled drop-off times are: 

Monday 11/15 - Friday 11/19     6-8 p.m.    Saturday 11/20   9-11 a.m. 
Sunday 11/21      12-2 p.m.     Monday 11/22     9-11 a.m.   

  
  

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

If you’re not able to attend a service on Sunday morning, tithes & offerings can be made through the church website 

(fbchopewell.church), mailed to the church (401 N. 2nd Avenue) or dropped off in our secure (locked) mailbox 

(outside the church by the church office).  Mail is retrieved daily, and deposits are being made weekly.  Thank you 

to those who are continuing to faithfully support First Baptist! 

If you are making regular donations to the church (weekly, monthly, check/cash…), you are encouraged to use 

offering envelopes to assist in weekly counts and, more importantly, so that your donation is accurately recorded.  If 

you are in need of offering envelopes, please contact the church office. 

 

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes (cardboard & plastic) are now available on the table between the 
sliding glass doors and sanctuary.  Plastic boxes are $4 each; money can be given to Patti & Raymond 
Powell or to the church office.  Boxes are also available in the church office.   
 

Items are still needed for our upcoming packing event – especially WOW! items.  For box stuffers, think 
school supplies (crayons, colored pencils, #2 pencils, sharpeners, scissors, one-subject spiral notebooks, 
pencil cases, erasers…), toiletry items (wash cloths, bars of soap, toothbrush, comb, brush…), fun items 
(coloring book, playing cards, jump rope, toy car, book, water bottle…).  For WOW items think about 
something that will make your child go WOW! when they open their box – like a soccer ball, kick ball, doll, 
stuffed animal, clothing items, journal, backpack, small musical instrument…the possibilities are endless!  
Items can be dropped off on Sunday to Patti & Raymond, dropped by the church office, or Patti & 
Raymond will pick them up.  Let's continue taking the Good News to the world.   
 

Operation Christmas Child News 
from the desks of 

Patti & Raymond Powell 

mailto:taeboray@gmail.com


 

(Farewell from Chris Sutton continued) 

“Be willing to be a beginner every single morning.” – Meister Eckhart 

     Every day we wake up is a blessing from God and an opportunity to start a new beginning.  I think we should ask God 

every day what do you want me to do today.  Learn something new, visit somewhere new, make new friends, start a 

new book, rekindle an old friendship, ask for forgiveness, forgive someone, try a new ministry, create a new adventure.   

“You can learn new things at any time in your life if you’re willing to be a beginner. If you actually learn to like 

being a beginner, the whole world opens up to you.” — Barbara Shur 

     I wonder if we all tried new things, what could we learn?  Maybe we learn what God wants us to do.  Maybe God 

reveals what He needs us to do.  Maybe His plan is revealed on what’s next for FBC-Hopewell.  Begin something 

new and let the Lord your God open up His world to you. 

“Each day is a new beginning, the chance to do with it what should be done and not to be seen as simply another 

day to put in time.” – Catherine Pulsifer 

     Get up, get moving, please oh please don’t just check off another day.  Get out, meet people, go for a drive, and let 

others know the color of the flowers growing along the edge of the road.  (Hint: they change colors in each state you visit.) 

“Change can be scary, but you know what’s scarier? Allowing fear to stop you from growing, evolving, and 

progressing.” — Mandy Hale 

     We need to get to know younger people, learn why they are staying away from church, and create an 

environment that calls their name.  In doing so, we will need to change, but in doing so, it doesn’t mean giving away 

what we cherish or use to.  It means creating the opportunity for worship in a way that is meaningful to them, in a 

way that draws them to the Light, and be excited about their church just as you were over the years gone by. 

“Let go of yesterday. Let today be a new beginning and be the best that you can, and you’ll get to where God 

wants you to be.” – Joel Osteen 

     Thank you for the opportunity to minister and serve you and your children.  Thank you for trusting me with your 

children as they grew and served others.  Thank you for the love you have given to Pam and I over the last 14 years 

as part of the family here at FBC.   

Enjoy and be the best you can today, I wonder what tomorrow brings… 

Love, Chris  

Chris and Pam’s New Address 

1726 Stone Bridge Court/Marietta, Georgia 30064 

 
Missionary Moments 

 

We are recognizing October as Missions Month.  Each week of the month we have been introduced 
to different missionaries.  We encourage you to continue to pray for these missionaries, their families, 
and the organizations they work  as they serve around the world.   

If you’d like a quick, visual reference of where these missionaries we’ve highlighted are serving, stop 
by our Missionary Moments bulletin board located near Pastor Boggs’ office.  Each month’s 
missionaries have been added to our global map.   

If you ever miss a Missionary Moments Sunday and would like to get information on the missionaries 
you missed, contact the church office and we can forward the information to you.   

 

https://everydaypower.com/joel-osteen-quotes/

