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WHEN ONE DOOR CLOSES… 

 

With the Christmas season approaching, the staff was disheartened that we 

were going to be unable to hold Walk Through Bethlehem this year due to 

the pandemic.  We just couldn’t bring that many people inside and in tight 

quarters for an extended period of time.  We looked at modifying the 

experience, redesigning and relocating it in our parking lot or triangle.  But 

it seemed our best efforts created drawbacks that left us discouraged. 

 

Then we received a call from The Red Barn Farm in Dinwiddie County.  

The Red Barn Farm provided our animals last year for Walk Through 

Bethlehem.  They were approached and asked to provide an interactive 

living nativity experience for the community; they accepted the challenge 

and invited us to work with them in merging experiences, costumes, props, 

animals, etc.  And we jumped at the thought of providing such opportunity 

for our friends. 

 

So on the second and third weekends of December, we will be at The Red 

Barn Farm with the free-range animals that include geese, donkeys, ponies, 

sheep, emus, chickens, pigs, cows – all waiting to greet the guests and 

accompany them as they experience the sights and sounds of Bethlehem. 

 

It seems to be true what they say about one door closing and another one 

opening.  I know it is not the same as what we have had on our campus for 

many years, but it is still the Story told in a vibrant and unforgettable way.  I 

am exciting to see what God is doing in this adventure. 

 

Needless to say, we need volunteers!  While our construction will be 

minimal if not non-existent, we do need cast members and support 

personnel:  soldiers, shepherds, shopkeepers, musicians, bon-fire tenders, 

guides, etc.  If you can spare a Friday, Saturday or Sunday evening, we 

would love to have you join with us for a special time!  So gather your 

family and friends and plan to take a short road trip to Dinwiddie to find 

Bethlehem and the Babe whose birth we celebrate! 

 

See you Sunday! 

 

Pastor Darrell 
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Tuesday, November 17th 
Prayer Walk at FBC 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, November 29th 
No Youth Activities 

 

 

Tuesdays 
Prayer Group via ZOOM 10:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesdays  
Adult Bible Study via ZOOM 6:00 p.m. 

 

Thursdays 
Bible Study led by Pastor Watts 6:30 p.m. 

 

Sundays 
Drive-In Church 9:00 a.m. 

Walk-In Worship 11:00 a.m. 

Youth Sunday School via ZOOM 6:30 p.m. 

 

 · · · · · · · · · · · 

 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

  

 

Facebook page for streaming of Worship Service:  FBC Hopewell Ministries 



 

YOUTH MINISTRY CORNER 
 

 

Operation Christmas Child Packing Party, November 8th, turned out to be a great event.  There were 

lots of donations resulting in lots of boxes being packed.  We created packing tables 

assigned to families to respect concerns about social distancing.  Tables were spaced 8-10 

feet apart around the room, with the gift tables lined up down the middle.  We were able to 

have great fun, learned about the OCC ministry, and prayed for all those who will receive a 

Christmas box.  Much thanks to Raymond and Patti Powell for their love and support to this ministry.  

Also, a big thank you to all who donated gifts to this ministry opportunity. 

YOUTH: 

The senior high youth just completed a study titled Ponder This which explores oneself beginning with 

Perspective to Self-Image, to Regrets, and wondering if God Is Too Busy for their thoughts and 

concerns.  This was followed by a look at Confession, Forgiveness, and Redemption.  We will dig a bit 

deeper looking at redemption of five key people in the Bible.  The junior high group continue their 

study using The Rock guide led by Raymond Powell and Kim Adams.   

November 15th:  Youth Sunday School via Zoom or In-Person at 6:30 p.m. 

November 22nd:  Youth Sunday School via Zoom or In-person at 6:30 p.m. 

November 29th:  NO Youth activities.  Happy Thanksgiving!! 

COLLEGE & CAREER: 

Trying something new beginning November 12th.  This group has received weekly devotionals for the 

last four years.  We haven’t met in nearly three years, but with the advent of Zoom and digital 

connections we will begin a phygital approach on Thursday evenings.  A Zoom invite will be sent out 

during the week of November 8th.  Those living near or interested to participate in-person, we will give 

it a try. 

QUESTIONS?:  Feel free to give me a call, text, or email. 

 

 

 

SPROUTS: 

Wow!  It has been a long time since we have come together and be as 

one.  So, on October 25th we had lunch and a pumpkin patch trip 

planned.  The weather didn’t cooperate, so we brought the pumpkin 

patch to the church and the SPROUTS walked around the patch, 

picked their pumpkin and then decorated them.  All this after 

enjoying a pizza lunch. 

 

 

Blessing box 

In this season of Thanksgiving, don’t forget that we have a BLESSING BOX located out behind FBC in the alley.  
The purpose of the box is to serve as a blessing to those in need.  On any given day you could find a variety items 
such as canned goods, granola bars, cereal, hygiene products, and paper products such as toilet paper.  At times 
you may find reading material.  During the colder months you may find hats, scarves, gloves, or hand warmers.  
Often you’ll find the box empty because there are so many in need of blessings during times like we’re going 
through now.   

If you find yourself blessed and would like to pass those blessings along, please consider placing an item or 
two in the Blessing Box.  In turn, you will be greatly blessed! 



  

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 

Thank you so much to all of our Church folks who made Pastoral Appreciation month so special last 
month.  I was overwhelmed with the gracious support, cards and gifts from our church.  So many times, 
Pastors are expected to do their job and never receive the thanks and support that you have given us.  
Thank You for loving your staff here at First Baptist Church. 

Senior Ministries are going well as we have completed two Bible studies, A Discipleship Class and a study 
on the Armor of God.  We are currently studying R.A. Torrey’s book on Prayer. This month we will 
begin to look at the Book of Jonah for a few weeks and conclude that study in December.  In January, we 
are going to do a little different thing with our Thursday Night Zoom class. Several of our Sunday Schools 
are starting back to physical meetings so we do not want to overload you with Bible Studies.  Beginning 
Thursday, January 7, 2021, we will start an open forum Zoom Class.  It will begin with a short devotional 
and then we will take your questions and talk about the subjects you want to talk about. I would love to 
see this stay in the Bible, but we are not limiting our subject matter just to Bible content. Please consider 
joining us for this new class as we just meet and share what is on our minds. 

We are hoping to begin to go on a few trips after the first of the year.  Six of us ventured out last Tuesday 
and went and had a picnic lunch in the pavilion at Crystal Lake.  Some of the things we are talking about 
is a trip to The Red Barn Farm to see all the animals.  Another idea was to go up to see the Marine Corps 
Museum at Quantico. My sources tell me we might have someone in our Church that knows a little about 
that. Let Brenda or I know if you have other thoughts or ideas. 

David A. Watts 
Associate Pastor 

 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection  
Time is running out to participate in Operation Christmas Child by filling an 
OCC shoebox!  If you still need a box, please contact the church office 
ASAP.  Cardboard “GO” boxes (Gospel Opportunity) and plastic boxes are 
available.  Cardboard boxes are free; the cost of plastic boxes is only $2 
each – cash or a check payable to FBC with “Missions-OCC” written on  
 on the memo line.  Filled boxes can be dropped off at the sliding glass doors:  this Sunday from 10:00 

- 11:00 a.m., Monday 11/16 – Friday 11/20 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Saturday 11/21 from 9:00 to 
11:00 a.m., or Sunday 11/22 from noon to 2:00 p.m. 

Reminder: please consider $9 donation to help with shipping costs.  

For more info: Patti or Raymond Powell  804.541.8311 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

If you’re not able to attend a service on Sunday morning, tithes & offerings can be mailed to the church 

(401 N. 2nd Avenue) or dropped off in our secure (locked) mailbox (outside the church by the church 

office).  Mail is retrieved daily, and deposits are being made weekly.  Thank you to those who are 

continuing to faithfully support First Baptist! 

If you are making regular donations to the church (weekly, monthly, check/cash…), you are encouraged 

to use offering envelopes to assist in weekly counts and, more importantly, so that your donation is 

accurately recorded.  If you are in need of offering envelopes, please contact the church office. 

 



 

                     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
                       

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Operation Christmas Child – Shoebox Packing Party 2020 

Thank you church family!  We’re so happy to report that 68 shoeboxes were packed this past Sunday 
afternoon.  We surpassed our 2019 total, in spite of COVID challenges!  Thank you to so many who helped 
make it happen.  Donations of your time, prayers, the plastic shoeboxes, items for packing in the boxes, and 
funds to help cover shipping and to purchase shoebox needs.  We are so thankful for FBC’s support in this 
ministry to share God’s love around the world.  Thank you for sharing God’s blessings.  😊 Patti & Raymond 
“When God commands, He also supplies.”  - from One Minute Inspirations for Women by Elizabeth George 

 
Congregational Care Ministry 

Your Congregational Care Ministry Teams continue their 
work to minister to our church family.  There are great 
opportunities to minister to and care for our church 
family, and we’d love for you to be a part of it.  The 
Congregational Care Ministry team will be available as 
needed to make visits (once restrictions are lifted), offer 
meals, send cards, make calls, and greet our guests 
(among other things).  Please contact the Clint & Dot 
Strong or the church office if you’d like additional 
information about the team and the opportunities that it 
will offer.   
 

Members Currently Serving on Teams 
Congregational Care Ministry Team Leaders:               
Clint & Dot Strong 
Communications Team (sends cards/makes calls):                
Peggy Cooke (Team Leader), Brenda Carraway, Carol 
Starke, Kim Adams, Mattie Crockett, Betty Townes, 
Karen Willis 
Meals Team:  Peggy Henderson (Team Leader), Barbara 
Everett, Taylor Davis, Donna Hatfield, Dot Strong, Rose 
Suyes, Robin Pritchard, Becky Slagle, Janet Bates, Tricia 
Carden, Johanna Story, Ashley Reid 
Prayer Team:  Brenda Reid (Team Leader), Doris 
Blevins, Mattie Crockett, Herman Henderson, Jeannie 
Lubman, Patti Powell 
**While prayer is always an important responsibility 
for each of us, during times such as these we are even 
more mindful of the importance of prayer for us as a 
country.  The Prayer Team continues to pray for 
everyone in the Weekly Prayer Guide along with other 
requests that are submitted to the Team.  If anyone 
would like to be a part of the Prayer Team, please 
contact Brenda Reid or the church office.   

 

Missionary Moments 

We are looking to put together a team of 

individuals that will talk about missions or a 

missionary couple in the Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship (CBF) during Sunday services and 

then lead the church in prayer for that 

missionary endeavor. 

We have the information, the names and 

ministries of the CBF, and an email where you 

could get up to date information on that 

particular ministry. 

You may ask yourself, “Why would I want to 

be involved in this event?” This would allow 

our church a chance to know our CBF 

missionaries and give us another opportunity to 

pray for those on the front line of ministry. 

This would also give us an opportunity to 

impact ministry outside of our church. 

Pray about your involvement in our missionary 

moments project. If you are interested in this 

new ministry, contact Pastor Watts either at 

the church office or at dwatts1958@gmail.com. 
 

With Christmas just around the corner, what better 

way to take care of shopping AND benefit FBC at the 

same time than to shop with AmazonSmile?   Using 

AmazonSmile is such an easy way to increase your 

giving to FBC at no additional cost to you.  If you 

haven’t already done so, just remember to use 

AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0698626) 

for every purchase and FBC benefits!  With the 

holidays just around the corner, there’s never been an 

easier way to give to FBC.   Just remember that every 

little bit helps.  Happy shopping! 

 

mailto:dwatts1958@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=292CCE6PCVE9O&K=23N7DKBEW3Z1D&M=urn:rtn:msg:201810291301489dbac4e12f4b4b0594e6b3c5de10p0na&R=1BYPOHS3C8SQU&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F54-0698626%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_366090100&H=TAQNRBKPJLCOOVD2D7NMXUARS0MA&ref_=pe_732550_366090100


    

  

 
You are invited to join us for  

Weekly Prayer Group & upcoming Prayer Walk 
 

We continue to meet for our Zoom Prayer Group each Tuesday morning at 10:00 a.m.  In October, 

we had our first prayer walk around our church.  We are planning a 2nd prayer walk on Tuesday, 

November 17th at 10:00 a.m.  We’ll meet on the front steps, but if 

weather is bad, we will meet inside for a walk through the building as 

we pray for the needs and future of our church ministries.  Come and 

join us as we pray for our nation and the leaders that have been elected 

to serve the citizens of the USA. 

We will meet at the front of the church for a time of devotion and 

prayer for our church and community. We will then walk around the 

building and pray for God's direction for our staff and congregation in these changing times. 

A peek into our 2020 Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Packing Party 



 

On behalf of the members of First Baptist Church  

and a grateful nation, THANK YOU for your service! 
 

First Baptist Church of Hopewell Veterans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

With Respect, Honor, and Gratitude – Thank You Veterans! 
 

 

Bill Adams – Army 

Lyle Alexander – Air Force  

Jerry Andrs – Army 

Ben Armstrong – Army 

Jessica Armstrong - Army 

J. Bunn Armstrong – Army 

Randal F. Belcher – Army 

Travis Blaisdell – Air Force Chaplain 

Zane Blevins – Navy 

Jack Bowling – Navy 

Jacob Brown - Army 

Joshua Brown - Army 

Paran Chase – Army 

Benny Chism - Army 

Michael Chism - Army 

Jim Downs – Navy 

Clarence Dodson – Army 

David Ray Elrod – Army 

Leonard Lee Elrod – Army 

Maynard L. Elrod – Navy 

Ray Elder Elrod – Air Force 

Mac Eubank – Army 

Ralph Forloines – Army 

Jamesha Lloyd Freeman - Army 

Geoff Fuller – Army Chaplain/Army National Guard 

Hugh Fuller - Marines 

James Goodrich – Army 

Sonny Goodrich - Army 

Charlie Hamilton – Army 

Billy Hampton – Air Force  

Todd Harkrader – Army 

Jack Harlow – Coast Guard 

Roy Harlow - Army 

William H. Harlow – Army 

Jon Hatfield – Army 

Henry T. (Brownie) Hobbs - Army 

Charlie Hughes – Air Force 

Henry Harold Jandl, IV - Army 

Oliver Lee Johnson – Army 

Walter Jones – Army 

Bobby Kestner - Army 

Brian Kestner – Marine Corps 

Don Lawton – Army National Guard 

Lee Litchfield – Army, Coast Guard Auxiliary  

Fred Morene – Navy 

Henry Harold Jandl, IV - Army 

Oliver Lee Johnson – Army 

Walter Jones – Army 

Bobby Kestner - Army 

Brian Kestner – Marine Corps 

Don Lawton – Army National Guard 

Lee Litchfield – Army, Coast Guard Auxilliary  

Fred Morene – Navy 

Walter Nelms – Army 

Steven W. O’Neill - Navy 

Andy Pawlowski – Marine Corps 

John Pelter – Marine Corps 

Robert Pelter – Navy 

Chalmer Pritchard - Army 

L. Douglas Pritchard – Army 

Joseph Poitras – Marine Corps 

James Ridout – Army Reserves  

Charlie Saunders – Army Reserves 

Dick Savidge – Army 

Jim Slagle – Army Reserves 

Evan Slusser – Marine Corps 

Mike Slusser – Air Force 

George Smith – Coast Guard 

L. Mason Smith – Army 

Marisa St. Clair – Navy 

George Starke – Army, Air National Guard 

Doug Stokes – Coast Guard 

Chris Sutton – Army 

John Suyes – Army 

Welford Swift - Navy 

James F. Titch – Air Force 

Joan S. Titch – Air Force 

Chuck Weston – Navy 

Valerie Pelter Winters – Air Force 

Al Washington – Air National Guard 

Andrew Webb – Army 

James B. (Jay) Westmoreland - Army 

 


