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Gaither Homecoming-Style Service Returns! 
Our next Gaither Homecoming-style musical service is scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 13th at 6:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Please 
join us for a night of gospel music – including Gaither tunes – where you 
will remember, sing, and enjoy the celebration of this genre of Christian 
music.  Other types will be enjoyed as well so find your way to the 
Fellowship Hall on the 13h and “Let’s Just Praise the Lord!” 

 

 

 
 

CARPE DIEM 

 

“We have this moment to hold in our hands, 

And to touch as it slips through our fingers like sand; 

Yesterday’s gone and tomorrow may never come, 

But we have this moment today.” 
 

These words were penned by Bill and Gloria Gaither in 1975 and have always 

meant a great deal to me.  Particularly at this time of year, when pace tends to 

replace peace, we all need to be reminded to seize the day. 
 

While in our minds this day may appear “ordinary,” we really don’t know what 

God has in store for it.  This could very well be the day in which God wants to 

completely change the trajectory of your life.  This could be the day when others 

you encounter could experience the very presence of God because of you.  This 

could be the day when all of eternity celebrates in the movement of a heart in the 

right direction simply because of little things you say or do.  This could be the one! 
 

We set our goals, we view our targets, we make our plans – and all of that is 

wonderfully responsible.  But every day carries the potential of being life-

altering.  What would put the smile on the face of God quicker than a person 

who prays, “Lord, this is Your day and I want to live it in a way that will allow 

You to use me to bless others in Your name!”?   
 

So in our rush to prepare for what is deemed as “special” days, let’s not be so 

quick to dismiss this one.  Seize the Day! After all, this could be the most 

important day of your life if you are ready to embrace that idea.  You never 

know what God has up His sleeve for you today! 
 

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” 

(Psalm 118:24). 
 

See you Sunday! 
 

Pastor Darrell 

 

 

 

November 2019 

 

 

November 3rd  

PrimeTimers to Berkeley noon 

SPROUTS/Youth Mission Project 12:15 p.m. 
 

November 5th, 12th, 19th 

International Cuisine Course 7:00 p.m. 
 

November 6th, 20th  

Adult Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 
 

November 7th 

Singing Saints Practice Begins 11:00 a.m. 
 

November 8th – 10th  

Youth Fall Retreat at Camp Kehukee 
 

November 10th  

Singspiration 4:00 p.m. 

Church Council 6:00 p.m. 
 

November 13th  

Gaither Homecoming-Style Service 6:15 p.m. 
 

November 16th  

“Surviving the Holidays” Course TBA 
 

November 17th 

Operation Christmas Child boxes due  

Deacon Lunch/Meeting 12:15 p.m. 
 

November 19th 

Night to Shine Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 

November 26th 

Thanksgiving Service 6:15 p.m. 
 

November 27th 

Thanksgiving – Office Closed 
 

November 30th 

Walk Through Bethlehem 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

· · · · · · · · · · · · 
Deadline for December Newsletter: 

Thursday, November 21st at 3:00 p.m. 
 

See the church calendar (Nov. / Dec.) 

included or on the church website for a 

listing of all FBC activities & events. 
 

The Wed. Night Café will be open most weeks.  

Openings/ Reservation Cards will be in weekly bulletin. 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

  



 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Operation Christmas Child is here!  Only a few weeks before the Operation Christmas Child box 
collection, and then soon after the boxes will be headed around the world to bless so many children.  
Paper boxes are available in the hallway between the sanctuary and the Family Life Center along 
with guidelines and suggestions on packing your box.  If you haven’t started packing your box yet, 
it’s not too late!  As you are buying the fun and wonderful good quality items for your OCC shoeboxes, 
remember the children will use and reuse the box and gifts inside over and over.  “To children who 
have nothing, everything is a treasure.  These gifts reflect the heart of God who gave everything 

– His treasure to the world.”  - Aileen Coleman.  After you pack your box, don’t forget to pray for the child who will 
receive your box.  Filled shoeboxes are due back at FBC by November 17th.   

SPROUTS and Youth will be doing an Operation Christmas Child shoebox packing party/mission project on Sunday, 
November 3rd at 12:15 p.m.  The goal is to fill 20 to 40 shoeboxes, but we are still in need of items.  If you’re able to 
shop before Sunday, items can be left in the Conference/Bride’s Room with OCC on them.  Mostly needed are WOW 
items that would dazzle a child as they opened the box:  stuffed toy, a ball & pump, a musical instrument (like 
harmonica, flute…), sunglasses, yo-yos, hair bows/clips/brush, coloring pencils & sharpeners, hat, scarf, gloves, plastic 
cup/bowl/fork/spoon, shirts, dresses.  Looking for other ideas on what to donate?  Ask Patti or Raymond or search 
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/ 

Our FBC family is sharing our love for God and others through this ministry.   
Thank you for your support in spreading the Good News! 

YOUTH & CHILDRENS MINISTRY CORNER 

 
 

is to double it.  We are so thankful that Patti and Raymond Powell will be our guest leaders for this event. 
 

Youth Fall Retreat: November 8th -10th at Camp Kehukee.  Topic: Project Serve.  What would it look 

like to see service, not as a cause, but as an effect?  It would stop looking like a tool we can use to get 

what we want, and it would start looking like a natural response to problems we see in the world.  It 

would stop looking like a one-in-the-while, “only when it benefits me” kind of thing, and it would start 

looking like an all-the-time, “whenever it’s needed” part of our identity.  So, if service is supposed to 

be an effect, what are the causes?  We should jump in to serve when we see injustice, pain, and people 

in need (and we don’t have to look very far to find those things).  But the most important cause that 

should lead us to serve is the life and person of Jesus Christ.  He came to offer himself in service of 

humanity out of God’s love for us.  When we encounter Jesus, we should respond by following him with 

every part of us.  That means loving the people he loves, doing the things he told us to do, and living 

everyday to become more like him. 
 

Walk Through Bethlehem: November 30th and December 1st; December 7th and 8th.  Remember these 

dates.  We need your support in building, decorating the shops, cast, parking, hospitality, and being the 

face of FBC.  Please make the time to help in any of the areas.  

 

 

 

THANK YOU!  I truly appreciate the gift bags, cards, and well 

wishes you’ve shared with me.  They are definitely energizing! 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

Operation Christmas Child is the YOUTH and SPROUT SUPER 

SUNDAY focus for our November event on November 3rd.  The 

Youth Group and SPROUTS will join together, have lunch, and then 

support this ministry to fill at least 20 boxes, but our stretch goal 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/


     

 

 
 

Singspiration 
Join in the fun for the community-wide 

Singspiration!   

Sundays as listed at 4:00 p.m. 

Nov. 10th – First Christian Church 

Dec. 8th – Wesley United Methodist Church 

Jan. 12th – First Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Mark your calendar!  Walk Through Bethlehem is 

scheduled for November 30th, December 1st, 7th, and 

8th, and there is a place for YOU to be a part of what 

has become a Christmas tradition for our community.   

This marks our 15th year of producing WTB, and work is 

already underway to make this year’s production even 

better.  Folks from other churches will be joining us 
again this year.  Help is needed in a variety of areas:   

 Construction (day & evening shifts are currently 

working to build the town from the ground up) 

 Deconstruction (in December) 

 Greeters – positioned throughout the event to 

welcome and facilitate guests 

 Parking Attendants 

 Hospitality Room  

 Cast – a wide variety of opportunities for all ages 

 Costuming – measuring, fitting, 

distribution/collection of costumes 

 Craft Services – kitchen help to assist with 

preparation/serving (meals are provided each night 

for construction crews during November, snacks for 

cast/crew/event volunteers during the event, and 

meals some nights during deconstruction) 

 Prayer Team – praying for the event and for 

prayer requests received during WTB 

 Bread Bakers – homemade sweet breads for the 

Hospitality Room 

 Meals/Items for Meals – could be donated (from 

a restaurant), prepackaged (chips, cookies, 

granola type bars, nabs…) or “raw” items (fruits, 

veggies, rolls…) 

 Donations – if you have access to any items or 

contacts with companies/businesses who could 

provide needed items (gift cards, monetary 

donations, food, Bibles, paint, construction 

items…), please contact Sheila in the church 

office – every donation help 

This is a fantastic opportunity to work with members 

of FBC and other churches to bring the true meaning 

of Christmas to our community. We would love for you 

to be a part of WTB – sign up today or contact Sheila in 

the church office with questions or to see where we could 

best use your talents.  Looking forward to working with 

each of you!!!         
 

 

FBC Maintenance 

You are the eyes of FBC!  If you see something that 

needs to be fixed, please let us know!  A few months ago 

we began utilizing Maintenance Request Forms to report 

and better track maintenance issues.  These BLUE forms 

are available on the bulletin board in the volunteer 

office/copy room or from the church office.  If you see 

something that needs attention, please fill out a form and 

put it in the Church Maintenance mailbox or return it to 

the church office.  Thanks to those who have been 

utilizing this (new) system to bring maintenance issues 

to our attention! 

  

 
 

Let’s Get Moving as FBC Hopewell 
Walks to Bethlehem! 

On October 1st, our church members began a virtual 
Walk To Bethlehem as part of the fitness curriculum of 
FBC University. The goal was to "travel" 6,000 miles in 
85 days (Oct 1st - Dec 25th). After only four weeks of 
walking, biking, swimming, and exercising our way from 
Hopewell to Bethlehem, we have travelled 3,698 miles. 
We are about 62% of the way to Bethlehem!  Keep up 
the good work and keep moving!   If you haven't 
participated yet, grab an activity sheet and turn in your 
accomplishments on Sundays. 



 

Mary Jo Dailey , Minister to Senior Adults 
 

PrimeTimers (and friends!) will be traveling to the Virginia 
Thanksgiving Festival this Sunday.  Leaving the church after the 
11:00 a.m. service and back around 5:00 p.m. 
 

Virginia Thanksgiving Festival 
Sunday, November 3rd 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Every year on the first Sunday of November, Berkeley Plantation hosts the Virginia Thanksgiving Festival. 
This annual tradition dates back to 1619 when Captain John Woodlief and his crew of thirty-five men 
landed on the shores of the James River. 
 

Fun activities for the entire family include a re-enactment of the First English Thanksgiving, Chickahominy 
Tribal Dancers, parade with horse drawn carriages, fife and drum, festival participants and entertainers, 
musicians and magicians, colonial period games, dancing and choral groups, arts & crafts, jewelry and food 
vendors, corn maze, storytelling, cornhusk doll making, candle dipping, and a silent auction. 
 

Catering is provided by Brock’s Barbeque serving the famous Thanksgiving Dinner in a glass along with 
smoked turkey legs, brunswick stew, BBQ, and Virginia Ham biscuits. Concession stands with hot dogs, 
kettle korn and funnel cakes are also available throughout the day. 
 

The public is invited to bring chairs and blankets to enjoy the event. Comfortable walking shoes are recommended. 
Festival admission is included with parking.  Tours of Berkeley’s Manor House available for additional fee. 
 
 

Guard ian Ange l s  for the Month of  October  

Sunday, November 3rd  8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Charlie & Betty Rose Hughes 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Claudine Creamer Joseph Pelter 

Sunday, November 10th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Shirley Chism, Barbara  Bowling 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Betty Hill, Pete Nicholson 

Sunday, November 17th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Michelle Parr, Jenna Minor 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Kimberly Saunders, Joseph Pelter 

Sunday, November 24th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Nan Frink, Christine Weston 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Robin & Mary Dale Pritchard 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

             

The fun and excitement continue! 
Our SPROUTS (3 years old through 5th graders) now meet once monthly (on the first Sunday of the month) for 
SPROUTS SUPER SUNDAY.  Each month SROUTS will have a Super Sunday to gather and have fun, try something 
new, or just hang out.  The month SPROUTS will be joining the Youth for an Operation Christmas Child mission 
project and lunch.  Next month we’ll take a break for the holidays.  Think you’re interested in joining our fun?  
Contact Melanie Boggs for more information on future events. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

University at FBC 
 

The departments of the University at FBC are busy at work to put together a full course load of classes for you to 
enjoy and benefit from.  We’ve getting fit and learning our way with technology.  The Culinary Arts Department 
began tempting our taste buds last week with Dutch cooking.  The International Cuisine course will continue for 3 
more weeks and highlight German, Italian, and Spanish (with a Panamanian twist!) cooking.  On Saturday, November 
16th “Surviving the Holidays” will be offered.  The seminar is for people who have suffered a loss and are wondering 
how to get through the weeks surrounding the upcoming holidays.  Additional information to follow soon. 

University at First Baptist Church will be offering a variety of classes under various “departments” including Arts, 
Christian Life, Culinary Arts, Education, Fitness, and Home & Garden.  Participants will have the opportunity to take 
part in a range of classes that include hands on, demonstrations, and lectures.   If you have an idea for a class you’d like to 
participate in, please contact the church office.   

University at FBC was created to provide resources for participants to gain knowledge, to better themselves, and to fellowship 
with others from our church and community.  The main requirement for all courses is an eagerness to learn and/or develop skills. 

Course instructors will include volunteers from our congregation, the community, and surrounding areas.  If you have an 
expertise that you would like to share, please contact the church and we will be happy to work you into our program. 

Advance registration is required for all courses so that instructors can prepare accordingly.   Some courses will require a 
fee to cover materials while some courses may require participants to bring their own materials.   

Course information/descriptions will be distributed via email as available and you can register for any class by 
contacting the church office.  Stay tuned as new courses are offered that will challenge, energize, educate, or spark 
an interest. It’s never too late to go back to school!  

 

 

 

 

 

From your FBC Library 

We now have the novelization of the 
movie “Overcomer” in our library 
waiting for you to check out.  Soon 
we’ll have the DVD for you to check 
out, too.  

 

Singing Saints 
Singing Saints will be back in action 
beginning on Thursday, November 7th at 
11:00 a.m.  This is a group that knows how 
to have fun!  We hope that you’ll consider 
joining us, even if you “can’t sing."  

    



  

On behalf of the members of First Baptist Church  

and a grateful nation, THANK YOU for your service! 
 

First Baptist Church of Hopewell Veterans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

With Respect, Honor, and Gratitude – Thank You Veterans! 
 

 

Bill Adams – Army 

Jerry Andrs – Army 

Ben Armstrong - Army 

J. Bunn Armstrong – Army 

Randal F. Belcher – Army 

Travis Blaisdell – Army Chaplain 

Zane Blevins – Navy 

Jack Bowling – Navy 

Jacob Brown - Army 

Joshua Brown - Army 

Benny Chism - Army 

Michael Chism - Army 

Jim Downs – Navy 

Clarence Dodson – Army 

David Ray Elrod – Army 

Leonard Lee Elrod – Army 

Maynard L. Elrod – Navy 

Ray Elder Elrod – Air Force 

Mac Eubank – Army 

Ralph Forloins – Army 

Jamesha Lloyd Freeman 

Geoff Fuller – Army Chaplain 

Hugh Fuller - Marines 

James Goodrich – Army 

Sonny Goodrich - Army 

Charlie Hamilton – Army 

Todd Harkrader – Army 

Jack Harlow – Coast Guard 

Roy Harlow - Army 

William H. Harlow – Army 

Jon Hatfield – Army 

Henry T. (Brownie) Hobbs – Army 

Charlie Hughes – Air Force 

 

 

Henry Harold Jandl, IV - Army 

Oliver Lee Johnson – Army 

Walter Jones – Army 

Bobby Kestner - Army 

Brian Kestner – Marine Corps 

Don Lawton – Army National Guard 

Fred Morene – Navy 

Walter Nelms – Army 

Steven W. O’Neill - Navy 

Andy Pawlowski – Marine Corps 

John Pelter – Marine Corps 

Robert Pelter – Navy 

Chalmer Pritchard - Army 

L. Douglas Pritchard – Army 

Joseph Poitras – Marine Corps 

James Ridout – Army Reserves 

Dick Savidge – Army 

Jim Slagle – Army Reserves 

Evan Slusser – Marine Corps 

George Smith – Coast Guard 

L. Mason Smith – Army 

Marisa St. Clair – Navy 

George Starke – Army, Air National Guard 

Chris Sutton – Army 

John Suyes – Army 

Welford Swift - Navy 

James F. Titch – Air Force 

Joan S. Titch – Air Force 

Chuck Weston – Navy 

Valerie Pelter Winters – Air Force 

Al Washington – Air National Guard 

Andrew Webb – Army 

James B. (Jay) Westmoreland - Army 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Please make sure to read through the information in your newsletter 

for Walk Through Bethlehem.  There are so many opportunities for you to be involved with this 
ministry, please don’t let the chance to be a part slip by. 

 
The construction crew has been hard at work building Bethlehem from the ground up, but we still 

have miles to go and we can still use your help! 
 

Please consider “adopting a shop” to decorate.   
It’s as easy as looking at a picture and setting up the props to look like the picture. 

 
Walk Through Bethlehem is such a great ministry and outreach to our community  

- hope that you’ll want to be a part! 
 

If  you know others who would like to join us in the cast or crew,  
please invite them to join us or contact the church office and we’ll reach out to them. 

 
Contact the church office if  you’re still not sure what you’d like for your role to be  

– we’ll be glad to find the perfect place for you! 
 
 


